Celebrating Language and Culture – Belonging to Wales.
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This portfolio will delve into the importance of the Welsh language in education as well as the extended community. It will explore policies, frameworks and how the new curriculum for Wales secures Welsh throughout the education sector. Additionally, examples of activities will be introduced on how to promote the Welsh language in schools. 
	The Welsh language is one of the most remote languages in Europe, with it being around 4,000 years old. There was uncertainty whether the Welsh language would survive because a large migration of the English came into Wales mollifying the Welsh and making workplaces bilingual or English (Jacob, 2017). Despite the fact it was their first language, during the 19th century schools in Wales had completely banned the use of the Welsh language. The ‘Welsh Not’ (see appendix 1) was introduced into schools and pupils caught speaking Welsh would be punished, whoever was wearing the ‘Welsh Not’ by the end of the day would be beaten (Evans, 2022). The Welsh Language Act 1967 had such a positive impact on Wales as it gave rights and allowed the people of Wales to use the Welsh language legally (Carradice, 2012). Following the Education Reform Act 1988, In 1990, Welsh was made compulsory for all pupils at Key stages one, two and three. Nearly a decade later in 1999, the Welsh subject became compulsory at Key stage four. As well as Welsh first language, Welsh second language, is a mandatory subject in the Curriculum for Wales (Foreign language teaching policy in primary schools: Wales, n.d). 
In addition to this, the Welsh language is one of the treasures of the country and needs protecting. With the Welsh language being a highly important aspect in schools in Wales, the aim of Welsh Government is to increase the number of Welsh speakers and reach one million Welsh speakers by 2050. The propositions will see an increase in the number of Welsh-medium schools’ including a rise in the Welsh language provision in schools (Welsh Government, 2023). According to the Welsh Government (2023), “our young people must come out of the education system proud to use the language in all contexts”. Along with this, further education and apprenticeships should provide opportunities to pursue the Welsh language (Cymraeg 2050: A million Welsh speakers, n.d).  
The development of the Curriculum Cymreig was back in 2003. The initial aim was to form a national curriculum for Wales and England as they have both been one country for many years. The end goal of protesting for an independent curriculum was to secure the national curriculum for Wales which would look in depth at the culture, environment, economy and history of Wales, and the attributes which have impacted Wales today. (The Cwricwlwm Cymreig, history and the story of Wales, n,d) That being said it also motivates young people to learn about things that are befitting to today. In 2014, Professor Graham Donaldson was asked by the Welsh Government to review the curriculum and assessment arrangements in schools in Wales. Having the review was to ensure that children were having the best education as possible and to see what needed to be improved. (Donaldson, 2015). The new curriculum for Wales (2022) is clear of the importance of delivering a wide range and balanced education for young people in Wales. The four purposes (see appendix 2) of the curriculum will be an aspiration for every school’s personal curriculum plan and for every child and young person. The four purposes promote individual well-being, encourage children to understand the history and culture of Wales, enabling children to learn throughout their life not just in education, and supporting them with plans for their future (Donaldson, 2015). The curriculum framework includes six areas of learning and experience, and the Welsh language is included in the Language, Literacy, and communication area of the curriculum. As reported by the Welsh Government, the teaching and learning of the Welsh language is a priority with the goal that the Welsh language will be compulsory to the age of sixteen (Donaldson, 2015). The Welsh language is generally strong in Welsh Medium schools according to a review by Estyn. In greatest number of English-medium schools, in foundation phase, children have a positive attitude towards the Welsh language and are progressing while speaking and listening to Welsh. Nevertheless, key stage two and above don’t have the same enthusiasm. Downheartedly, Welsh second language at GCSE level are lower than any other subject (Welsh Government, 2013). 
Over many years, policies and frameworks have been legislated to strengthen the education of the Welsh language. Iaith Pawb: A National plan for a bilingual Wales created an action plan on how the Welsh language can grow and flourish, the action plan will immensely expand the range of opportunities to learn and use the Welsh language. As well as using the Welsh language in school settings, it is as important to promote the language in communities and parents passing the language onto their children. (Welsh Government, 2003). According to the Welsh Government (2003):
“We have no doubt that there is a positive future for the language if the people of Wales embrace our vision. Working together, we can create a truly bilingual Wales”.
Furthermore, support has been given over the years by Siarter Iaith (2019) which was developed by Gwynedd Council to nurture and escalate the use of the Welsh language used by pupils in schools and in school context. The framework has been introduced in Welsh-medium schools and bilingual primary schools throughout Wales. The aim of Siarter Iaith is to inspire young people to have a positive attitude towards the Welsh language by using the language within schools and at home, to have more confidence when using the Welsh language. Schools are enforced to put the framework into effect with ambitious planning ensuring the five main aims are covered. The Welsh language and culture is supported by all leaders and pupils in a school setting to understand it’s importance. Welsh should be integrated into the curriculum and should be motivated to be used outside of the classroom. Presenting the use of Welsh will offer young people the likelihood to become fully bilingual (Welsh Government, 2019). 
As mentioned above, the Welsh Government have an aspirational yet challenging approach to reach over one million Welsh speakers by 2050. In addition to promoting the Welsh language in education, it is important that young people who complete their education are using the Welsh language proudly and in all contexts. Everyone in Wales should have access to the Welsh language regardless of their ability. They should be able to use the language confidently, and receive support and encouragement to better their skills, in an inclusive and positive environment (Welsh Government, n.d).



 











Activities 
The examples of activities forming based on this portfolio are annual celebrations to celebrate the Welsh language, culture of Wales. As a successful and thriving Welsh speaking community, our learners are offered engaging opportunities that celebrate the language and culture belonging to Wales. 

Activity 1 – 
The first activity builds on the Welsh language, culture, and history of Wales. The annual Eisteddfod is a major event in our school. The cultural festival is held through the medium of Welsh which takes place in the main hall with pupils competing in their houses. It gives our pupils from year seven, eight and nine the opportunity to take the stage and compete in several competitions such as singing, acting, performing as well as academic competitions within various subjects.  In traditional Eisteddfod style, the most important moment of the Eisteddfod is ‘Y Gadair’. (see appendix 3). This is awarded to a pupil who writes an exceptional piece of writing in Welsh Dewey (1859) believed that people learn and improve through experiences and interaction. He also presumed the purpose of education was to give learners various opportunities to identify information and ideas through their own effort (Nickerson, 2023). Having the historic school eisteddfod, it furthers our young people’s personal confidence and well-being and their positive attitude towards the Welsh language and culture.


Activity 2 – 
The second activity is celebrating diwrnod Shwmae Su’mae. This annual event takes place on the 15th of October. The aim of the event is to promote the Welsh language with the intention to show that the Welsh language belongs to everyone – fluent speakers and learners or those who are struggling with their Welsh. On the day, all pupils must wear red, green, and white which represents Wales, and famous Welsh people attend the school to inform pupils about the importance of the Welsh language. The most recent famous person was ‘The Voice’ contestant Bronwen Lewis. She performed Welsh songs in the main hall where our year 7 pupils participated and enjoyed. Bandura (1965) declared that people can attain new information and behaviours by watching other people. People observe behaviour through social interactions (Cherry, 2022). 



Activity 3 – 
Celebrating St David’s Day (Dydd Gwyl Dewi) is the third activity. St David is the patron of Wales and is celebrated on the 1st of March each year. All teachers at school would wear one of Wales’s national emblems a daffodil or a leek. The children the opportunity to dress in their traditional St David’s day costumes. Dewey (1859) proposed that young people are more interested in communicating, moving, and expressing themselves artistically (great pedagogical thinkers, 2022). The children are given various activities to participate in during the day such as, baking Wales’s traditional Welsh Cakes, folk dancing (see appendix 4), and opportunity for the school choir perform at the local shopping centre.   

Activity 4 – 
As a school we celebrate Dydd Miwsig Cymru which is an annual event that takes place on the 10th of February. Dydd Miwsig Cymru celebrates all forms of Welsh Language music. Children have the advantage of participating in several activities during the day, most importantly discussing the theme ‘What does the Welsh language mean to you’. As a group, the learners must come up with ideas of why they love speaking Welsh whether it’s with friends or family, research the history of the Welsh language in their area. With the information that they have received they can create their own music by creating lyrics to go along with a rhythm of their choice. Gardner (1983) understood that intelligence as the ability to make products that are useful in one or more cultural settings. Along with this, he suggested that the intelligences barely function independently and compliment each other as pupils learn new skills and solve problems. 








Evaluation
All three activities give the children opportunities in celebrating the Welsh language and culture. The activities are inclusive and gives all pupils the opportunity at school to participate. Inclusivity is crucial in a school setting, as a school making sure everyone is involved, and to feel confident and comfortable is a main priority. Certain areas of the curriculum are combined with these activities such as expressive arts and languages literacy and communication. The area of expressive arts can encourage students to improve their own creative talents, artistic skills, and performance skills and not only their ability to appreciate work of others. Learners can improve their confidence and contribute to opportunities they enjoy. In addition to this, the area of languages, literacy and communication provides learners with the possibility of understanding their own language and cultures developing learners to be informed citizens of Wales. The skills promoted through languages, literacy and communication are vital to allow learners to develop positive relationships and express themselves efficiently (Welsh Government, n.d). 
Overall, the activities are planned well and delivered effectively. The learners enjoy learning about their home nation’s culture and language through joyful activities. The activities encourage the use of the Welsh language and support construction for further skill development. As a Welsh medium school, most children are proud that they’re included in the estimated 538,000 residents in Wales aged three years and over that can speak the country’s language (ITV News, 2022) and being able to celebrate this through annual activities is remarkable. In opposition to this, some children show negativity and are not bothered about the Welsh language as they do not use the language other than in the school setting.  The Welsh Government have introduced a policy to increase the rates of the Welsh language transmission in families. The policy has been developed in line with the Well-being of Future Generations Act to make sure the Welsh language is thriving. As stated by the Welsh Government (2021):
Our Policy focuses on how we:
i. Inspire today’s generation of children and young people to speak Welsh to their children in the future.
ii.  Reignite the Welsh language skills of those who may not have used Welsh since their school days, or who aren’t confident in their language skills, to speak Welsh with their own children.
iii.  Support and encourage use of Welsh within families where not everybody speaks Welsh. 
iv. Support Welsh-speaking families to speak Welsh with their children.

Hopefully, with this policy thriving throughout the years, it will change minor majority of our young peoples’ attitudes towards the Welsh language. 
The Local Authority have outlined their duty to the Welsh language by creating a Welsh language strategy 2021-2026, which sets out to promote the Welsh language throughout all requirements of education and within the community. The emphasis on making Wales a bilingual nation with more citizens able to speak their own language confidently is a priority for the Welsh Government, wanting everyone in Wales to feel the language belongs to us all. (Welsh Government, 2021).
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The report suggests:

2 there should be four purposes of the
curriculumin Wales.

The purposes should ‘guide all
future decisions about national
and local educational priorities,
and underpin all teaching and
learning in Wales'.

For more information about what these purposes
meanin practice see page 31 of the full report.
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