
To what order did it belong, and what do you understand by ‘order’?

The Priory at Monmouth was a Benedictine monastery founded due to Lord Wihenoc of Monmouth granting the church of St. Cadoc to the Abbot of St. Fluerent de Saumur to be an alien priory.[footnoteRef:12383]The Benedictine order was named after St. Benedict, whose focus on poverty and stability (among many other things)[footnoteRef:1005] made the Benedictine order which followed his rule popular throughout Europe, as well as integral parts of their communities.[footnoteRef:12452] To belong to the order of the Benedictines was to follow the rule of St. Benedict, but also to a network of monasteries which stretched across Europe. As Monmouth Priory was an alien priory it was connected to Anjou via the abbey of St. Fluerent de Saumur which controlled Monmouth and received goods from it.[footnoteRef:15468] [12383:  (Monasticwales.org, 2018)]  [1005:  Benedict and Verheyen, B. (n.d.). The holy rule of St. Benedict.]  [12452:  (Clark, 2014) p131]  [15468:  (Heath, 2018)] 


Who founded it?

Wihenoc founded the abbey by granting the church of St. Cadoc, along with ten other churches in the area and many carucates of land.[footnoteRef:1927] This must have occurred before 1086, the date of William the Conquerer’s death, because the King confirmed the endowment of the priory.[footnoteRef:3630] Wihenoc was a Breton nobleman who helped William the Conqueror invade England. He was given Monmouth and the region surrounding it as a reward for his aid. William’s decision to place Wihenoc in Wales may have been influence by the mutual intelligibility of the Welsh and Breton languages at the time.[footnoteRef:26588] [1927:  (Heath, 2018)]  [3630:  (Monasticwales.org, 2018)]  [26588:  (Evans and Rhys, 1893)] 

Wihenoc’s brother Baderon and son Raterius were monks in St. Fluerent de Saumur and Wihenoc would retire there, as a monk, himself. When Wihenoc retired his nephew William ftizBaderon became the lord of Monmouth and Bishop Hervey of Bangor consecrated the priory under William’s influence with Wihenoc, Baderon and many other family members being present.[footnoteRef:19918] As both Wihenoc and William are instrumental to the establishment of the priory, both have been credited as its founder. [19918:  (Keats-Rohan, 1999)] 



Are there any indications of why it was founded?

Using men of the Church as colonisers was a well-established tradition in the High Middle Ages.[footnoteRef:17642] Wihenoc, who founded the priory, established a Breton colony in Monmouth whose influence lasted at least until the time of Geoffrey of Monmouth.[footnoteRef:4174] It seems reasonable to assume that the monastery was a part of the colonisation efforts. [17642:  (Burton and Stober, 2013) p165]  [4174:  (Nelson, 2012)] 

Wihenoc himself cited the health of his soul, as well as devotion to ‘God and the Holy Virgin at St. Florentius’ as reasons for the priory’s establishment.[footnoteRef:17909] Given that eventually he retired there, and his brother and son were currently monks dedicated to St. Florentius it could be argued that he felt devotion towards the saint and the monastery with his name. It is also possible that he wanted to aid his family members, making his decision based on familial devotion, rather than piety. [17909:  (Evans and Rhys, 1893)] 


What is the significance of its location?

Monmouth was in the Welsh Marches. It was a region of cultural, linguistic and ethnic diversity. Baderon acknowledged this fact when he addressed the ‘French, English and Welch’ in a charter.[footnoteRef:5805] As a crossroad of cultures often in opposition the priory was placed in an area that required a unifying force. The priory’s existence in the Welsh marches would likely have significance in many areas. [5805:  (Evans and Rhys, 1893)] 


Discuss the significance of any of the recorded events in its history.

In the Twelfth century Walter de Laci, a significant Marcher Lord, granted five carucates of land in Radebranc to Monmouth Priory.[footnoteRef:29646] This suggests that Monmouth Priory had become significant and that people in the Welsh Marches who sided with the King of England wanted to keep the priory running. It could be argued, then, that Monmouth Priory had a significant effect in pacifying, or colonising, the area. [29646:  (Discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk, 2018)] 

In the twelfth century Geoffrey of Monmouth wrote his works from Monmouth Priory[footnoteRef:10935] and the wide reception of his books could be argued to demonstrate how important a place in the medieval world Monmouth was. [10935:  J. Harrison] 

In 1262 Monmouth Priory was in such financial difficulty that a monk from its mother abbey was sent to take over the church and solve its monetary problems. When this failed Bishop Thomas de Cantilupe of Hereford had to intervene in 1279 by granting an indulgence to anyone who would visit the priory and pray.[footnoteRef:24105] The intervention of both the bishop Hereford and the Abbot of St. Fluerent de Saumur demonstrates how significant Monmouth Priory was to both the English and French Church, in spite of its monetary problems. The granting of the indulgence could be seen as another indicator of the priory’s significance. [24105:  (Walker, 2003) pp. 229-230] 

The Taxatio Ecclesiastica of 1291 revealed that Monmouth Priory was by that point in control of around four-hundred and eighty acres of land and paid over £85 in taxes.[footnoteRef:17694] This made Monmouth Priory one of the largest establishments in Wales, however it was very small when compared with English establishments. This demonstrates the growth of Monmouth Priory’s influence as it attained more land over the period of its existence, however this also demonstrates how little money the priory made even after Thomas de Cantilupe’s intervention. [17694:  (Walker, 2003)] 

In 1415 Monmouth Priory achieved independence from St. Fluerent de Saumur.[footnoteRef:6659] Although the ongoing conflict with France would have been a major factor in Monmouth Priory’s independence, this event can be seen as demonstrating the Priory’s significance and could be a sign of how much the priory had grown since its foundation. [6659:  Monastic Wales] 
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