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The Influence of Graphic Design on Personal Growth and Cultural Identity in the
Welsh Society

In contemporary society, graphic design has become a vital instrument for both cultural
expression and personal development, and its impact is especially noticeable in Wales. Not
only can ideas and products be visually communicated through design, but the revival of the
Welsh language and the preservation of regional customs have also gained importance.
Graphic design offers a platform that supports, celebrates, and reinforces these values in
citizens' daily lives.

This essay's goal is to examine how graphic design influences social and cultural
transformation. In light of this, three main topics will be covered: the revitalization of the
Welsh language through design; the development of brands and goods that emphasize cultural
identity; and community initiatives that aim to empower Welsh residents by reestablishing
ties to their heritage.

The history of the Welsh language is full of challenges. For centuries, Welsh was
marginalized in schools and public spaces, which contributed to its decline. Welsh language
revitalization initiatives accelerated in the 20th century, as evidenced by the Welsh Language
Act 1993 and the Welsh Language Act 2011, which ensured the language's use in official
contexts. Graphic design has played a significant role in the implementation of these
regulations.

In addition, campaigns such as laith Gwaith (Language at Work) use eye-catching graphics to
promote the use of Welsh in public services. Visual badges, such as badges and posters, invite
employees to identify and use the language with citizens, normalising its presence in
everyday life.
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Who's Mentrau laith Cymru?

Mentrau laith Cymru (MIC) is a national organisation that supports a network of 22 local Welsh language
initiatives, Mentrau laith, across Wales.

MIC supports the Mentrau laith network in a variety of ways, such as marketing and communications, training
and lobbying for the sake of the Welsh language. Sharing information, experiences, ideas and resources between
the Mentrau laith and other partners in Wales helps us all to promote the language and support our
communities.

We develop national and regional projects along with the local Mentrau laith and other bodies. Just visit our News
page to find out more.

In 2018 MIC was awarded the Level 1 PQASSO Assessment Mark with recognises effective governance and
management within third sector organisations. Y Trusted Standard is the official title of the
Quality Mark by now, which was renewed for MIC in 2022.

Supporting the Mentrau laith...

Our main objective is to support the Mentrau laith, the officers and their directors. We do this by:

Figure 1. A bilingual public sign promoting Welsh language use. Adapted from “Mentrau laith Cymru,” by Mentrau laith
Cymru, 2024, Mentrau laith Cymru. Retrieved from https://mentrauiaith.cymru/en/mentrau-iaith-cymru/.

Graphic design is a vivid way for Welsh cultural identity to be expressed in the business
world. Local companies have incorporated visual components that honor their heritage, tying
commonplace items to Wales' rich history.

Figure 2. Ty Nant Water bottle design reflecting Welsh heritage.

A well-known brand is T§ Nant Water, which is well-known for its blue bottle, which
represents the mystique of the surrounding area and the purity of Welsh water. By turning
everyday objects into cultural symbols, this type of branding deepens the connection between
consumers and their past.

Graphic design has a transformative impact on Welsh communities, acting as a means of
expression and social cohesion. Through community projects and public art, design enables
citizens to explore their identity and connect with their cultural environment.
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Figure 3. Swansea station mural. .

In cities such as Cardiftf and Swansea, street murals have come to the fore as an expression of
Welsh identity. These murals, which often use Welsh phrases and depictions of historical or
mythical individuals, not only improve public spaces but also tell stories that the inhabitants
may identify with. Children and adults now feel empowered to take part in cultural renewal
because to programs like Menter laith Cymru's design workshops. By giving participants the
opportunity to visually express themselves and connect with their heritage, these programs
not only impart technical skills but also foster self-esteem.

As Wales moves towards a digital world, graphic design will continue to be essential to its
efforts to bring its people together and showcase its culture on an international scale. Because
of its remarkable ability to communicate, inspire pride and strengthen communities, graphic
design has the potential to help create a more cohesive and integrated society.

This essay has explored how graphic design can go beyond its communicative function to
become an agent of change. In Wales, its impact is palpable, not only in public spaces and
products, but also in the lives of people who find in design a way to express themselves,
connect and grow. Ultimately, graphic design has the power to transform societies, reminding
us of the importance of preserving our roots as we move into the future.
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