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Ecology and Spirituality

ECOLOGY and
SPIRITUALITY

A Brief Introduction

Builds on some of the ideas in Greening
the Paranormal.

Organic/Organismic alternatives to
mechanical reductionism.

Considers traditional ecological
knowledge, indigenous traditions.

Emphasises an animsitic perspective. e




Structure of the Module

e O weeks.
e | ectures and seminars.
e Student discussions.

e 2 assignments (1x comparison of key
theorists, 1x reflective/theoretical).

e Significant connections with the
Sacred Geography and Researching
Contemporary Cosmologies
modules.

* Progresses increasingly towards
practical engagement with the world.




Schedule

Week 1 - What is Ecology? (3rd October 2025).

Week 2 - What is Spirituality? (10th October 2025).

Week 3 - The Ecological Crisis (17th October 2025).

Week 4 - Dark Green Religion (24th October 2025).

READING WEEK - NO SEMINAR (27th-31st October)

Week 5 - The Ecological Self (7th November 2025).

Week 6 - The Non-Human (14th November 2025).

Week 7 - Greening the Paranormal (21st November 2025).

Week 8 - Traditional Ecological Knowledge (28th November 2025).

Week 9 - Ecological Activism and Sacred Ecology (5th December 2025).



Essay 1:
Compare and Contrast

* You will choose two papers to compare and contrast, e.g.:

Frake - ‘Cultural Ecology and Ethnography.’

Taylor - ‘Earth and Nature-Based Spirituality (Part I): From Deep Ecology to Radical Environmentalism.’
Kimmerer - ‘Weaving Traditional Ecological Knowledge into Biological Education: A Call to Action.’
White Jr. - The Historical Roots of our Ecological Crisis

Plumwood - ‘Gender, Eco-Feminism and the Environment’

Taylor - ‘The Greening of Religion Hypothesis (Part One).

Botelho et al. - "| made a pact with God, with nature and with myself": exploring deep ecology.
Matthews - ‘Community and the Ecological Self.’

Bird-David - ‘Animism Revisited: Personhood, Environment and Relational Epistemology.’

Alley - ‘River Goddesses, Personhood and Rights of Nature: Implications for Spiritual Ecology.’
Bird Rose - ‘An Indigenous Philosophical Ecology: Situating the Human.’

Harrild & Luke - ‘An evaluation of the role of mystical experiences in transpersonal ecopsychology.’

Schroll - ‘From Ecopsychology to Transpersonal Ecosophy: Shamanism, Psychedelics and
Transpersonal Psychology.’

* Due Date:  20th November 2025 - 23:5%9pm

e Submission via Turnitin on Moodle.
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20th November 2025 - 23:59pm


Essay 2 Questions
(Reflective/Theoretical, 4,500 words)

Can there be a spiritual response to the climate crisis? Critically analyse the concept of
ecopsychology.

Is there a role for traditional ecological knowledge (TEK) in contemporary ecological
perspectives?

Critically assess the evidence for the ‘Greening of Religion’ hypothesis.

Does extraordinary experience play a role in establishing a relationship with nature?

You can also come up with your own question, but please run it past us first to approve it.
Due Date: 5th January 2026 - 23:59pm

Submission via Turnitin on Moodle.
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Moodle
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Student Discussions

Week 2:

Taylor - ‘Earth and Nature-Based Spirituality (Part I): From Deep Ecology to Radical Environmentalism.’
Kimmerer - ‘Weaving Traditional Ecological Knowledge into Biological Education: A Call to Action.’

Week 3:

White Jr. - The Historical Roots of our Ecological Crisis
Plumwood - -Gender, Eco-Feminism and the Environment’

Week 4:

Taylor - The Greening of Religion Hypothesis (Part One).

Botelho et al. - "I made a pact with God, with nature and with myself": exploring deep ecology.'
Week 5:

Matthews - ‘Community and the Ecological Self.’
Bird-David - ‘Animism Revisited: Personhood, Environment and Relational Epistemology.'

Week 6:
Alley - ‘River Goddesses, Personhood and Rights of Nature: Implications for Spiritual Ecology.’
Bird Rose - ‘An Indigenous Philosophical Ecology: Situating the Human.’

Week 7:
Harrild & Luke - ‘An evaluation of the role of mystical experiences in transpersonal ecopsychology.’
Schroll - ‘From Ecopsychology to Transpersonal Ecosophy: Shamanism, Psychedelics and Transpersonal Psychology.’



https://www.academia.edu/download/38004616/Taylor--Religion312.pdf
https://watermark.silverchair.com/52-5-432.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAAuowggLmBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggLXMIIC0wIBADCCAswGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQM7SJnFSa9pEWNzkEZAgEQgIICnVlridXwBwMvm9_j7XfQ1EQiwcbCXMcazaROlBkUBnHj-TLkNxJj5GjviWYVhrARlNgGMmHcF3ueu4_XTY-vqOsWuqMiHAdH-aWgECr9XiWkmJVHrTPml9UclI1U9h7Kq_OAVFWkwTs-8Qa0csVvb4dJAIiYTH6oIKN6QRGweIz5OAYnkMAPZdzza3ASwZK5sUZMwNPoLs2-qi-lqJT3HjC_ce75l-TogVV25hpu7ABBQqCoZYYAxSEaBMnEVBpYdyF9CCiMgDGkuHNWVcLqBvpEjTzNGv3lcSSw7qZAzl14QFJGXAZW39Hx0TxXJoIxt6vn_LKHGyYykZQU6gIZFVfDK-Z3Wzu2EjWbKR98wU1No4Ir4crOMG8N8ktTlaCRPntdBC_Wi5NmLy3Uw76esEhMJ5tx3dEV2kae6R9ska9y8Lb-FF2ToYkeFttg0s5qw0oXHjuCL5dw9b3QubQEN9-OR3vdkzmgcmlCgoK2T8FZco5ur76W7GVhE-oGjCC9Uu2vEjj1HkEDRy_-N6sjAYo8Xf0Y7nNaK7VHNDWZJLK9FofHfaLxLAVV22SLPfkucbOkvJYq4H4scBhRGsqVEwz4TnLkxFBUM4WU9zpk6TL7KFw7gemvyp_IqYXiB0V1W7Wq_aqAxdY2oP5cdNzhhkiJ41dimkhdbsmPF9bLLzdL8EQ9pipi8cyxreiypsGN2t3Y6LvXmMmf69iuE74oflOaWdxIWmeMNJKHAZOyQhwDslS0JDoeNtMpaOwOC_dlPTGyfzZ2VgCdFbi83CFP_c5bXkRBV5gKeaaL6f9f-C1XVavZviflD3z3yTTup2BLYWPbSsLgZ0iRpGH9aIqUZ8-w-KExNBtXw_VvrizSgwPEb0fPd3_jRdrSzqZZog
http://home.sandiego.edu/~kaufmann/hnrs379/White_1967.pdf
http://www.untag-smd.ac.id/files/Perpustakaan_Digital_1/ENVIRONMENTAL%20SOCIOLOGY%20Controversies%20in%20Environmental%20Sociology.pdf#page=55
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Bron-Taylor/publication/304540959_The_Greening_of_Religion_Hypothesis_Part_One_From_Lynn_White_Jr_and_Claims_That_Religions_Can_Promote_Environmentally_Destructive_Attitudes_and_Behaviors_to_Assertions_They_Are_Becoming_Environmentall/links/5eff52af458515505087b770/The-Greening-of-Religion-Hypothesis-Part-One-From-Lynn-White-Jr-and-Claims-That-Religions-Can-Promote-Environmentally-Destructive-Attitudes-and-Behaviors-to-Assertions-They-Are-Becoming-Environmental.pdf
https://d1wqtxts1xzle7.cloudfront.net/45881617/Agroecology-with-cover-page-v2.pdf?Expires=1633706692&Signature=X4zI22yO94VP3LoVygXD6U1q6af9qikLZwQ2d~dzPLSeWgDoLOPN5rDgcfk3KRWca6pRpWQiBiDXZohj6CxYrj3a6Gbt~qcZGExwyvdUZQO1DtP~qenXPoare7M~0WRqx7~8a77LIPs5rtVTK1OnwNom4shztUmXTaZ9zugvO0PyN9gxFbvizOhkNSWwIbaHkQUixcjJ4k7lbwF-3jucL4vX~LTn44-waRK7uLmsez-5M-orMiQJk~mcZCBhQ2I247mguSuZu73bNeXNqDvQC7V2efdb~jWuYjsQhQZd-5arMzU7SM7-zN4FqGOF7EZlw0fzSpcgfoK8eZ35m6wyFw__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAJLOHF5GGSLRBV4ZA
http://www.freyamathews.net/downloads/CommunityandEcologicalSelf.pdf
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdf/10.1086/200061
https://www.mdpi.com/2077-1444/10/9/502/pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdfdirect/10.1111/j.1835-9310.2005.tb00312.x
https://gala.gre.ac.uk/id/eprint/28219/7/28219%20LUKE_An_Evaluation_Of_The_Role_Of_Mystical_Experiences_In_Transpersonal_Ecopsychology_(AAM)_2020.pdf
http://www.en.psilosophy.info/pdf/from_ecopsychology_to_transpersonal_ecosophy_shamanism_psychedelics_and_transpersonal_psychology_(psilosophy.info).pdf

Guest Lectures

* There is a playlist of past
guest lectures on YouTube:

https://youtube.com/
playlist?list=PL 7/FSKERTYn-
dQ8zJRamd37tEgfaVnXCSF

* They are also linked to in the
relevant seminar for each
week.

Nanda-Gikendan (Seek Knowledge)

* The swestlodoge ceremony is a space and a classroom from whis



https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7FSKERTYn-dQ8zJRamd37tEgfaVnXCSF
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7FSKERTYn-dQ8zJRamd37tEgfaVnXCSF
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL7FSKERTYn-dQ8zJRamd37tEgfaVnXCSF

e Principles of Ecology.
e Cultural Ecology.

e |s there harmony in
nature?



Jack Hunter


2. Spirituality

What is spirituality?

What is the relationship
of spirituality to religion?

How are ecology and
spirituality related?



Jack Hunter

Jack Hunter


Guest Lecture (10th October)

 Rachel Fleming has worked with animist
education for many years, designing and
delivering educational programmes for
Schumacher College, University of Wales Trinity
St Davids and Embercombe, with a focus on
the meeting place between human, spirit and
nature, between ‘ecology’ and ‘spirituality’. She
is co-founder and curator of the Contemporary
Animism programmes and loves to convene
conversations that explore the deepest depths
of why we are here, the ways we find belonging
to the world and how to be in service to soul.
She is committed to scholarship, word magic,
creative imagination and the medicine of circles.




3. Ecological Crisis

e What are the symptoms
and causes of the
ecological crisis?

e \What are the various
responses?

e (Can there be a spiritual
response to the
ecological crisis?

SBurface Air Temperature Increase 1960 to 2060




4. Dark Green Religion

e What is the relationship Y %
between religion and |
ecology.

e Nature mysticism.

e The Greening of Religion
hypothesis.


Jack Hunter


5. The Ecological Self

e TH L | v o salve r “
‘ * L} % " '|... * ] ‘H a*

e What is deep ecology?
e \What is ecopsychology?

e What is the ecological
self?


Jack Hunter


6. The Non-Human

Animism and Other-than-
human persons.

The intelligence of plants.

Animal cultures.

The personhood of rocks.



/. Greening the Paranormal

* What is the relationship between
parapsychology and the ecological
self?

e \What do Alien abductions, Near-Death ;3:, A
Experiences, Spirits and psychedelics ==ty |
have to do with ecology?

e How do we maintain a semblance of
academic respectability when
studying these things?
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Guest Lecture ( 21st November )

e Joshua Cutchin is the author of multiple critically-
acclaimed books on the paranormal: 2015’s A
Trojan Feast: The Food and Drink Offerings of
Aliens, Faeries, and Sasquatch; 2016’s The
Brimstone Deceit: An In-Depth Examination of
Supernatural Scents, Otherworldly Odors, &
Monstrous Miasmas; 2018’s Thieves in the Night: A
Brief History of Supernatural Child Abductions; and
2020’s Where the Footprints End: High
Strangeness and the Bigfoot Phenomenon,
Volumes | & Il, with Timothy Renner. In 2022, he
released his two-part: Ecology of Souls: A New
Mythology of Death & the Paranormal, and in 2025
Fourth Wall Phantoms: Reflections on the
Paranormal, Narrative, and Fictions Becoming Fact.



Jack Hunter
21st November


8. Traditional Ecological
Knowledge

* What role do systems of ..
Traditional Ecological Knowledge |
(TEK) and Indigenous Knowledge
have in confronting the
ecological crisis?

e Can traditional ecological
knowledge provide a framework
for integrating the perspectives
we have been exploring with
real-world impact?
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e What is the relationship between
metaphysics/worldview and
ecological behaviour?




9. Ecological Activism and
Sacred Ecology

e How can we implement
some of the ideas we have
been exploring.

e Are there real-world
applications?

e Permaculture and sacred
gardening.



Jack Hunter


