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Having strong research and referencing skills is essential for students who want to achieve success in their studies. Research and referencing allow students to develop an understanding of a topic or issue, form arguments, express opinions, and gain knowledge that can be applied to future academic tasks.

Also, effective research skills enable students to properly cite sources used in their work which prevents plagiarism. This report aims to explore the importance of research skills and referencing for students. It will discuss the benefits of developing an effective research methodology, explain why accurate referencing is so important and describe some common practices for achieving this in academic work.

[bookmark: _Toc127267216]Research skill
Research skill is a crucial ability that every student should master. The ability to find reliable and accurate sources is highly important for students as it helps them to develop their own opinions on a certain topic or issue and it will also help them to form the arguments needed for their studies. Furthermore, research skills help students in gathering evidence and information to support those arguments.

According to the Cayuse(2016), “developing good research skills is essential for successful study.” Writing assignments, essays, and dissertations require students to find, interpret, and evaluate information from a variety of sources. Students must therefore use research skills such as "planning, searching for resources, critical thinking, and analysis in order to produce quality work."* This means that having strong research skills is essential for producing quality work.

Additionally, research skills help students to gain more knowledge and understanding of different subjects which can then be used in future tasks. Also, being able to conduct the research efficiently enables students to save time and energy when completing assignments.

Indeed, suggested that developing good research skills is essential only for studies but it will also play an important role in their life and in the workplace as more and more employers are looking for candidates with good research skills and knowledge on how to find, analyze and interpret data

Another case study by the University of Wolverhampton (2018) found that "research skills provide students with the ability to think deeply, question sources, and make an argument." This demonstrates the importance of research for allowing students to explore a topic in-depth, form opinions, and make informed arguments.
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In addition to developing research skills, students must also understand the importance of referencing in academic studies. Referencing is a way of acknowledging the sources used for information gathering and preventing plagiarism. It shows that the student has done their research and is familiar with existing knowledge on the subject.

According to the University of Aberdeen, referencing correctly can help to support and strengthen an argument as well as demonstrate that a student is aware of the sources used in their research."

There are different referencing styles including APA, Harvard, and MLA. Each style has its own set of rules and conventions which students must follow when citing sources. It is important to learn these rules and conventions in order to reference them correctly. Most universities provide guidelines and resources to help students to understand the importance of referencing in academic studies.

In addition to that the consequences of not referencing correctly can be serious. Not only does plagiarism reflect badly on a student’s work, but it could also lead to disciplinary action from the university.

In some serious cases, plagiarism can result in expulsion from the university or even legal action, so it is important for students to understand the importance of research skills and referencing correctly.

A recent case study made by the University of Oxford in 2020 showed that one in three students is not aware of the importance of referencing and the consequences of plagiarism. This demonstrates that it is essential for universities to provide resources and information on research skills and referencing, in order to help students, avoid plagiarism.
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The University of Cambridge emphasized the significance of paraphrasing by emphasizing its role in enabling students to summarize information in their own words, while retaining the original meaning of the material.
This not only demonstrates their grasp of the subject matter but also helps to prevent instances of plagiarism. The practice of paraphrasing provides an opportunity for students to express someone else's ideas in a way that is unique to them, which not only contributes to their academic performance but also deepens their understanding of the source material.

This was confirmed by the same case study conducted at the University of Oxford in 2020 mention aboved, which found that students who used paraphrasing correctly and effectively were able to improve their academic performance and gain a deeper comprehension of the material they were studying.
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In-text citations play a crucial role in the process of referencing sources used in a document. These citations provide a way to acknowledge the original source of information used in the text and make it easier for the reader to locate and review the source material. This not only shows respect for the work of the original author but also enhances the credibility of the document.

According to a study conducted by the University of Wolverhampton, the use of proper in-text citations can significantly improve the quality and credibility of a student's work. It demonstrates that the student has a good understanding of the source material and has taken the time to conduct thorough research.

In-text citations can take different forms, such as direct quotes or paraphrased information, and they usually include the author's last name and the publication date. Depending on the referencing style, the in-text citation may appear in the body of the text, in a footnote, or as an endnote. Regardless of the format, the purpose of in-text citations remains the same: to give credit to the original source of information and make it easy for the reader to locate the source material.
[bookmark: _Toc127267220]Conclusion
In conclusion, research skills and referencing play a crucial role in a student's academic success. Universities have a responsibility to educate their students on the importance of proper research methods and accurate citations of sources. This not only helps to enhance the quality of a student's work but also prevents instances of plagiarism.

To master these skills, it is recommended for students to engage in continuous learning opportunities such as reading, attending workshops and information sessions, and utilizing online resources. With the right guidance and support, students can develop strong research and referencing abilities, which will serve them well in their academic years.

Furthermore, having strong research skills and referencing abilities is not just limited to academic pursuits, but it also has a wider impact on an individual's overall intellectual development. It helps to broaden their knowledge and understanding of different subjects and perspectives and enables them to form their own opinions based on evidence and facts. Moreover, these skills are also highly valued in the workplace and are crucial in many professions where accurate and reliable information is required.
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