Assignment one
Within today’s society education is effected by the structure of the curriculum, this works alongside policies that are made by members of the Government in the United Kingdom or by assembly members in Wales. Policies within education are made to supply the correct support that is needed within schools, supplying a structure for teachers to provide the knowledge that is needed within a young person’s education. The role of the government will be overlooked, explaining the roles and functions of both governments. Policies are updated through time due to changes within the curriculum and changes with the implementations concerning a young person’s welfare. Wales is part of a devolved government, this enables the Welsh assembly to draw policies that will be carried out within Wales alone. Policy changes are made to ensure that previous errors are identified and will then be improved within the updated policy. This is to supply a beneficial structure for future actions, changing the views of a particular topic which in this case would be education. The reason behind policy changes will also be detailed the reasons why a range of policies have been changed, explaining what the previous issues were to reformat the documents. Within today’s society Wales as a dissolved government have more power, forming a different type of connection between the British government and Welsh government. 
Mentioning the involvement of social and educational policies, which involve the care, support and provision for children and young people. The makers of the policies will be included, looking into what experience the individuals have within the particular policy that support has been given towards. In association to the understanding of the background of the chosen policies that will be included within this assignment, an assessment shall be included to detect what changes have been made within certain policies and the reason why changes were made. Further inspection shall be made into previous versions of policies, searching for the reasons why the government choose to make changes. Provision of evidence for reasons for why policies need to be changes shall be given throughout the assignment. Education within Wales has changed within the last two decades, this includes the history of the Welsh government, how and why Wales became a devolved government. This includes what the new roles that the Welsh assembly receives once it became independent from the British government. Firstly a description of how policies are made, why they are structured and who by, this will provide the reader with the understanding of the format of the making of a policy, also the knowledge of the importance of a policy. 
Taylor, et al (1997) views policy making as important within education. The majority of policies regarding education tend to look into the welfare of schools, the community surrounding the school, the children, parents, teachers and governors. Taylor et al (1997) states policy making is seen as aiming to make a difference, involving the policy process; using previous procedures by working alongside traditional scientific methods. Policies are unbiased, attempting to implement strategies by using broad approaches through the planning process. The term ‘government policy’ can be used by many to describe a course of action that needs to be taken to change a certain situation. Policies need to be thought of as a starting point for government to take a course of action that makes a real life change. Dorey (2014) believes that policies are made with a specific objective in mind. Members of the government put forward guidelines in order to achieve the aims. Policies are put into place to ensure the safety of the population. To ensure any unsolved issues are eradicated and replaced with beneficial outcomes to whom it concerns. Dorey does not agree on Taylor’s outlook, Dorey views policy changes can be drawn quicker than are necessary. This means that policy makers within the Government should have a longer length of time to observe and plan the structures of the policies. In order to have a successful policy the correct amount of time and construction should be allowed. 

The Welsh Government was formed in 1998, Wales therefore became a devolved government, basing the Welsh Government within the National assembly of Wales in Cardiff (Welsh Government, 2016). Once Wales became a devolved government the assembly members were allowed to initiate laws and policies that are only used for the people that live within Wales. This was enacted on the basis of a referendum that was carried out by the assembly members in September 1997. The new secretaries of state were appointed for Wales; Rhodri Morgan and Alun Michael, allowing both the powers of state that were previously administered via the British government. Two main aims were implemented within the Welsh Government; separating all or the majority of links with the British government, giving the assembly extra power to control Wales (National Assembly for Wales, 2006).  New forms of legislations that were made within the Welsh government are called Assembly measures basing the aims and priorities only acted on for people that live in Wales. Royles and Chaney (2013) consider that after the separation from the British government Wales participated within a resolution in 2002, by working alongside the British government in cabinet sessions. This gave the Welsh government even more power and independence as a country, providing research from Wales to share with the British government. 
Manolitsis, et al (2013) believes that in order to achieve a better way to teach young people within education is to understand each child’s performance level. Evidence of children that attend schools within poor areas may not achieve high skill levels rather than children that live in richer communities. Policies are implemented for the specific reason to improve poorer children’s standards of learning, such as flying start. Cavadel and Frye (2017) claims that due to the low standards of literacy and numeracy skills, concerns of were raised throughout schools in Wales. This then initiated an interest in supporting children’s learning within the two fields, this was met by the literacy and numeracy framework (2013). The Welsh Government describes the foundation phase was first initiated in 2010 by the Foundation Phase Framework (2015) aiming to educate children from the age of three to seven, introducing a new method of teaching children within this particular age group. Machin and Vignoles believes that in order to achieve a better way to teach young people within education is to understand each child’s performance level. Foundation phase has been active within schools for five years, meaning that children that were the first students to have participated were three years old and are currently eight. This length of timeline des not supply enough evidence, therefore not showing the impact within education yet. Evidence of children that attend schools within poor areas may not achieve high skill levels rather than children that live within richer communities. Policies are implemented for the specific reason to improve poorer children’s standards of learning, such as flying start. Martin (2012) claims that due to the low standards of literacy and numeracy skills, concerns were raised. This had then initiated an interest in supporting children’s learning within the two fields, this was met by 2008. This found by accessing young people within schools via numeracy and literacy skills, viewing each child’s skill level within the subjects. Investigations were undertaken to analyse the problem areas which were seen as teaching styles, support for the staff and partially the children. Student’s that had low attendance was considered to be a consent issue throughout a high number of schools. The Department for Education (2018) agrees that low attendance can cause a lack of knowledge within literacy and numeracy, this has been seen by students in year seven in secondary schools.
To consider policy changes within the United Kingdom (UK) members of parliament conjoin within the houses of parliament to convey current issues within a range of fields that concern the members of the public Birch (1993). The aspects can effect individuals from all age groups and backgrounds, implementing a responsible method to running the country while protecting its citizens. The British government is led by the Prime minister (PM) which is currently Theresa May, the PM is in charge of the safety and well-being of the countries residents, and this includes the members of parliament. The function of the British government involves the assistance of the monarchy Queen Elizabeth the second, working alongside the Member of Parliament the British monarchy enacts the passing of legislations for Britain as the head of state. Jennings, et al (2011) perceive the governments involvement regarding the authority of ensuring the safety and welfare of all young people within education is currently Damian Hinds MP, holding the role of secretary of state for education. Wilson and Game (2006) consider the function of the British government to provide children and young people that assistance that is needed, covering care within schools and hospitals, also concentrating on the support within the social sector, working alongside agencies that ensure the safety of all young persons such as social workers. Currently the relationship with the British Government with regards to educational policies, this can include the actions provided for child care, support to children and young people, also provisions within education. 
In accordance to the British government (2018) support that is considered for priority include the support that children and young people are having when leaving the care. Operations such as the ability to access child care support via child care services, keeping children safe within education, also aiming to ensure plans to support children and young people that attend under performing schools. Policies within the Welsh government are enforced slightly differently to the British government’s policies, the government does not have a prime minister, the Welsh assembly’s instead has a first minister (FM) is Carwyn Jones (National Assembly for Wales, 2018). The first minister has similar roles to the PM, the difference is that the FM is the leader of Welsh policies and members of assembly, the FM then reports to the PM. Kirsty Williams Assembly Minister (AM) was appointed secretary for education minister since 2017. The Welsh government formed an individual curriculum just for welsh education (Welsh Government, 2017).
The programme for international student assessment (PISA) is combined tests that are carried out within schools on a global scale aiming to improve the structure of education since 1997 (Cerna, 2013).Focusing on areas such as literacy, maths and science, passing test results on to policy makers to provide educators with the correct format of teaching for pupils. Individual schools set a target for test results called benchmarks, this is taken from the framework of the curriculum, forwarding that information to the government. PISA was first introduced by assembly member Jane Davidson in 2009, this was entered into the Welsh education to analyse young people’s skill level (Welsh Government, 2018). Due to the PISA tests being carried out every three years it often seen that a new assembly minister is appointed as education minister. The second member of government to take on the role was Layton Andrews in 2009, followed by the current education minister Kirsty Williams AM. Kirsty Williams has implemented a change of standards within teaching and overall leadership of education. Aiming to assist all teachers and supporting staff within schools, providing the needed education to move within with the area. This can include part-time courses for PGCE students that cannot work full-time, giving a steady form of learning for all participants (Welsh Government, 2017).  Clark and Waller (2007) describe the implications of the deprivation grant (PDG) this was initiated to provide support for children through free school meals and Looked After Children, which involves children that are fostered or adopted. Focusing on children and young people that live within a deprived area, aiming to aid all children that are labelled as living in a low income household. 
Since the induction of PISA in 2000 Egan (2017) explains that the importance of calculating young people’s knowledge base via maths, literacy and reading can benefit the planning process for teachers. This provides that understanding of the children’s capability, therefore setting structures for each child’s future method of learning can be implemented by the scores of the PISA tests. Time delays are rarely seen throughout the testing process due to testing only occurring for two out of the three subjects, therefore supplying all schools with the students results at a quicker speed. Real-life scenarios are presented before pupils whilst the testing process is carried out, questions are then made easier to allow every participant the ease to understand the selected questions. The observation of PISA test officials believe that from previous test results young people that receive high results attend school 95-100 percent (Rogers, 2014). 
Donaldson (2015) carried out a review on the national curriculum that is used within Wales, this is seen as a very important structure that can help children and young people’s educations. Donaldson designed Wale’s curriculum, aiming to provide the younger generation with the correct knowledge and equipment to receive the best education that is possible. Ensuring that each child is given the access to a healthy life, capable to think as an individual and to have imagination. Supplying children with the needed assistance from schools can form a two-way relationship, giving children the best quality of care by working within areas such as the outdoors and learning about the world (the unknown). Interlocking important structures can help build a young persons outlook, the national curriculum equips it’s learners with social experiences and the opportunity challenge each person (Egan, 2017). Curriculum is defined as a category of subjects, stages built into primary and secondary schools, informing the teacher what approach needs to be taken for a particular age range. The curriculum framework is put into sections corresponding to subjects such as maths, science and literacy, including the skills that are associated with the age range (Jones, 2009). This strategy aims to supply children with a holistic approach, reflecting on experiences. Donaldson views the approach of the curriculum directly, focusing on improving key skills, expanding a child’s capacity to learn and to develop as a well-balanced young person. Jones disagrees with Donaldson’s view to children gaining the right amount of social experiences and personal challenges for children. Jones views school life as a starting block for social interactions for the younger generation, there are many opportunities for children to meet and explore. Places such as youth groups, work (once a certain age is reached), playing with friends outside of school and socialising with the nuclear family. 
Mason (2016) explains that policies can be challenging when structuring a change in policies. Policies that are linked with education especially need to follow the necessary guidelines and support that children and young people are obliged to receive. These types of documents are inclined to encourage a young person’s learning. Often changes are due to a lack of support, not implementing enough diversity. This can cause confusion, not knowing what changes are needed to be added or how to implement certain strategies Since the rise of children living in poverty actions have been made to enable support for young people, supplying an early education through Flying start in Wales and Sure start in England for two year olds that live within an area of deprivation. Governments have supplied grants to assist with children’s early education, investing in billions of pounds which aims to eradicate the divide between individuals that are in the lower of bracket for income and the average section. Cousins (2013) considers that the gap between children living in poverty and children that are not is a 17.3 percent difference. This diversity between young people can alter methods of teaching. If poverty is viewed to either maintain at its current level or increase children within the poorer areas may have a slower progress through the learning of key skills such as science, maths and literacy. Methods could increase in a positive direction, this could take up to 40 years for complete succession to close the gap of the poor and rich. 
Clark and Waller (2007) understands that since 1997 schools have increased funding by fifty percent, changes have been made to improve schools standards and results. Throughout UK schools have an average of two thirds of children that are concerned to be living in poverty. Poor children that complete the General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) at the age of sixteen are seen to pass not more than five exams. Wyse (2015) explains that other methods of support for young people within schools are available for the poorer student, pupils are able to receive free school meals in primary and secondary schools. This has been a factor in the rise of attendance within both schools within the UK, this is the highest it has been within the twenty years of provisions, 100,000 in total. Currently attendance percentages are decreasing rapidly which is viewed to effect test results throughout schools, this produces an overall low score for each facility. 
Sixty percent of children within England alone are in absolute poverty, this was reviewed by Department for works and pensions (2013). Young people that have left school attend six form, college or apprenticeships can receive support from the Government. House of Commons (2011) explains that students aged between 16-18 attending the previously mentioned educational facilities have been eligible to receive funding from the British Government since 1999. This was put into effect in aim to increase attendance from students within all three institutions. Education maintenance allowance (EMA) can differ for all students, the system evaluates each individual on the basis of the parents income. The given allowance can range from 10 up to 30 pounds. EMA was stopped in England in 2011, for students that need financial support bursaries are provided. This was due to low funds and not enough need of the service from students, the process was over complicated for certain individuals. Since 
In conclusion education has been found to have changed within the last two decades, this can be seen by the changing of policies which can be altered by the Government. Many changes within education such as Donaldson’s view of how the curriculum, how it can be updated within today’s society and what benefits can be seen. Aiming to find ways to teach young people, actions to interest children can be seen as learning through play and the outdoors. Children within secondary schools were not seen attending school as needed, due to low attendance pupils test results were the lowest throughout Europe. The Government learnt from a high range of unattendance within schools, from the results of EMA that was given to young people for attending sixth-form, college or apprenticeships. Working towards a better education for children and young people can be implemented by members of government through observation through schools which can lead to positive plans for future policies. 
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