





Introduction
Childhood is regarded as the early stage of human life in all cultures and nations. A "child" is a popular phrase used in everyday discourse. It has been used with many interpretations in various circumstances across time. For example, a youngster is frequently referred to as the age when he or she is unable to talk effectively. It is sometimes assumed that the body and mind are unable to make adequate decisions (James & James, 2008). Childhood is also often associated with innocence and playfulness. Likewise, the definition of the “family” can self-identify as diverse, reflecting a broad set of perspectives and influences. In terms of cultural context, the conventional family structure known as the "nuclear family" does not necessarily represent the fact of family situation; experiences and functions may differ, particularly among minority or excluded groups. The aim of a family is to nurture, protect and care for an individual.

Child abuse occurs when a child under the age of 18 is abused or is not adequately cared for (Met Police, 2021). In England, the Office for National Statistics has identified four primary kinds of child abuse (2020). These include neglect, mental abuse, sexual abuse, and physical abuse. According to statistics, just one out of every eight sexually abused children is reported to the police or children's services (Johnson, 2019). Similarly, the World Health Organization (WHO, 2021) defines child maltreatment as "any kind of physical or emotional ill-treatment, sexual abuse, neglect, or exploitation that causes real or prospective impairment to the child's health, development, or dignity." The Care Act (2014) emphasises the six protecting principles; accountability, empowerment, cooperation, prevention, proportionality, and protection are among these principles. It is the responsibility of multiagency to safeguard and detect care that is being exploited. The purpose of this essay is to evaluate existing child-protection measures and their efficacy in preventing child abuse.

Multi-agency collaboration entails working together to guarantee a coordinated local response to minimise the risk of damage to children. This is about leaders who understand their local context. Children and their families do not live in silos, thus it is vital that leaders provide an environment in which multi-agency collaboration may thrive (Ofsted and Stanley, 2018)

Physical abuse occurs when someone intentionally injures a youngster or adolescent (Met Police, 2021). The line between physical discipline and abuse is unclear. The most prevalent finding related with physical abuse is rib fractures (Gonzales et al., 2021). Hitting, slapping, drowning, improper restraint or false incarceration, and shoving are all examples of physical abuse. Unexplained repeated injuries, bruises, and burns are signs and symptoms of physical abuse. If a youngster is covering up injuries with clothing, especially in hot weather, and has a dread of personal contact and shrinks back when touched, this is a sign of a problem (Met Police, 2021).

Gonzales et al., (2021) states that neglect consists of insufficient health care, education, supervision, environmental protection, and unmet fundamental necessities which includes clothes and meals are examples of such problems. The most common kind of child maltreatment is neglect. According to the Met Police (2021), some signs of neglect include continual hunger and exhaustion, poor personal cleanliness, untreated medical problems, and a lack of social interactions.

The Association of Rape Crisis Centre in Israel (2021) defines sexual abuse is described as sexual action, or a sexual act forced without the consent of a woman, man, or child. According to Gonzales et al., (2021), certain kinds of sexual abuse may not need oral, anal, or vaginal penetration and may involve exposure to sexually explicit materials and touch to the private region, such as oral-genital contact, genital-to-genital contact, and genital-to-anal contact. This includes forcing or persuading a kid to watch or participate in sexual acts, grooming a child in preparation for abuse (including over the internet), and exposing a child to sexual images or films (Met Police, 2021).


Emotional or physiological abuse is defined as verbal abuse, humiliation, and behaviours that terrify or intimidate a child or adolescent. This can result in the youngster developing a psychiatric problem in the future (Gonzales et al.,2021). Emotional abuse includes being made to feel inadequate, useless, or unwanted, as well as being falsely accused of being bullied, even on the internet (cyber-bullying). Domestic abuse is also common form on emotional abuse (Met Police, 2021).

Protecting children from mistreatment is what safeguarding entails. Keeping children's health and development from being compromised. Assuring that child grow up in conditions that are consistent with safe and effective care. Safeguarding is essentially how you protect the safety of children in your care. It is the obligation of every professional who meets a kid, not only those who work in education (Johnson, 2019). Child protection is an important aspect of education and childcare, thus there are several legislations and policies in place to protect children and young people.
These include, The Children Act (1989) (as amended), The Children and Social Work Act (2017), Keeping Children Safe in Education (2019), Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018) and The Equality Act (2010).


Keeping Children Safe in Education (2021) is a policy that offers legislative recommendations for keeping children safe in schools and colleges. The document is divided into five sections: safeguarding information for all staff (ensure that all personnel in your school read at least this section), safeguarding management, safer recruiting, abuse claims against teachers and other employees, and child-on-child sexual assault and sexual harassment. There is an emphasis on ensuring that all staff are educated about safeguarding and the current regulations. It outlines how safeguarding should be organised in schools and colleges, as well as what constitutes excellent practise.

 This document provides a framework for staff on what they should do, such as providing a safe environment in which children can learn. To feel confident utilising the schools safe-guarding policies like identifying role and duty of designated safeguard lead (DSL). This strategy is successful when teachers are consistently instructed on procedures, how to identify children who may benefit from early assistance, how to comprehend the local early help process, when trained to recognise indicators of abuse and neglect, and what to do if a kid discloses information in a confident manner. Finally, teachers and DSL need to make understand how to confidently make referrals to children's social care and for any statutory evaluations that may occur because of a referral, as well as their participation in these assessments (Department for Education, 2021). Most critically, the Department of Education periodically updates its statutory advice to meet the changing requirements and demands of society and the children we protect.

The case of William Vahey, who abused 50 boys at a London school in 2016, is an example of educational malpractice in terms of child safety (Booth, 2016). This case offers instances of child sexual abuse and emphasises the significance of training employees to recognise early signs of misconduct and neglect to children. It highlights the importance of staff having confidence to report instance and children having the courage to identify and speak out against abuse regardless of the adult’s position.

Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018) aims to raise awareness of the significance of an inter-agency approach to child protection. This guideline was developed in response to several incidents of children not being kept safe owing to the inability of various authorities to communicate and collaborate (HM Government, 2018). A well-known case is The Victoria Climbie Inquiry, which identifies murder of Victoria Climbie by her Great-Aunt and Great Aunt’s boyfriend (Crown, 2003). This case is significant as it was one of the cases that resulted in a major in existing regulations regarding safeguarding children. Victoria's case demonstrates evidence of neglect, sexual and physical abuse; for example, she attended the hospital on multiple times with various injuries that were observed by various professionals. Victoria's Aunt was able to 'explain' her niece's injuries, and social services involvement was cancelled which questions effectiveness of multiagency. This happened several times. Victoria's aunt told social services that her boyfriend sexually molested Victoria, but she later recanted her account. There was no additional action taken. Victoria was brought to the hospital on February 24, 2000, suffering from starvation and hypothermia. The next day, she died.



On evaluation, following Victoria Climbie's death, Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018) has progressed and now includes guidelines on evaluating needs providing early aid using multi-agency who prepare safeguarding arrangements also, the use of local and national child safeguarding practises and evaluations of child death reviews.

The Kyra Ishaq case study finds a high-profile example of failed multiagency collaboration. This was a typical instance since the cause of death was malnutrition, and there were five other children in Angela Gordon and Junaid Abuhamza's care who were similarly neglected. One lesson learned in this case is to utilise family/siblings as jigsaw puzzles and to leverage past information of family, such as a history of mental illness and abuse by the stepfather. In this example, several agencies were engaged, including the school, social services, housing, health visitors, and GPs, who failed to question and make an efficient judgement based on the rationale they received about the family. This corresponds to the government report from 2014, which stated that multi-agency communication is critical for early and effective risk identification, increased information sharing, shared decision making, and coordinated response (Home Office and The Rt Hon Norman Baker, 2014). This case study was also heavily influenced by the community. Handsworth is a diverse and transient neighbourhood with a closed-door mentality/culture that makes it difficult for community members to report misconduct (West Midlands Police, n.d).

The Children and Social Work Act (2017) is designed to strengthen assistance for looked after children and care leavers, promote children's welfare and safeguarding, and provide provisions for social worker regulation. This would be is an effective in the The Kyra Ishaq case study as the Act intends to improve joint work at the local level to safeguard children to enabling better learning at the local and national levels to improve practice in child protection (Social Work England, 2021).

Equality, diversity, and inclusion are the three primary principles of the Equality Act (2010). Diversity refers to the various ways in which individuals differ. These distinctions should be acknowledged, cherished, and accepted as a natural part of society. Equality, on the other hand, is a logical extension of variety and is founded on the concept of justice, while acknowledging that everyone is unique and distinct. Inclusion means that everyone, regardless of their talents, impairments, or health-care requirements, has the right to be acknowledged and valued as vital members of their communities. Therefore, Diversity refers to the qualities and qualities that distinguish people, whereas inclusion alludes to the behaviours and social standards that make people feel welcome. (Local Government Association company, 2021).

The Equality Act (2010) is a non-statutory recommendation issued by the Department of Education. It was created to assist schools in understanding how the Equality Act impacts them and how to carry out their responsibilities under the Act It streamlines discrimination law and provides protection in all sectors, including for children and their families. The Act integrates the Disability Discrimination Act (1995), which states that children with special needs (SEN) or impairments must be treated properly (Department for Education, 2014).

According to Gov.uk (n.d) and its report on disability rights states it is illegal for a school or other educational provider to discriminate against impaired pupils. This includes blatant discrimination, such as denying a student entrance or excluding them based on their handicap. Victimization, such as suspending a handicapped student because they reported harassment. Discrimination based on disability, such as preventing a disabled student from going outside during break time because it takes too long to get there, and harassment, such as a teacher shouting abuse at a disabled student for not paying attention when the student's disability prevents them from easily concentrating.



Introduction
Child abuse has been a societal problem for a long time. Children are vulnerable to harm at the hands of someone they know and trust, “Over 90% of abused children were abused by somebody they knew” (Johnson, 2019). The role of multiagency working is to employ government laws and regulations to protect children from abuse and neglect, as well as to foster a culture of spotting indications of abuse and neglect early on and exchanging records and talks across multiagency working. The community plays an important role in the battle against child abuse; communities must change their closed-minded views regarding safeguarding to establish a safer environment for everybody. Therefore, I think most effective legislation and policies in safeguarding children and young people is the Department for Education (DfE) who oversees child protection. But local safeguarding partners play an important role in local child protection policy, procedure, and advice, and the local safeguarding arrangements (NSPCC Learning, 2020).
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