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AIM(S)
· To enable students to recognise hazards, assess risks and take steps to control those risks;
· To identify the potential benefits to be gained from adventurous outdoor activities. 

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
1. Identify and evaluate common hazards and the associated risks potentially encountered in a range of outdoor activities, such as coasteering, mountain biking, hill-walking and climbing;
2. Understand the remit and scope of various national governing body awards in a range of activities;
3. Be aware of key legislation and how it is practically enacted within the outdoor education sector, e.g., Adventurous Activities Licencing; 
4. Evaluate the potential benefits of engaging with challenging and adventurous outdoor activities;
5. Acknowledge the extent that risk might be effectively mitigated against and the inherent risks in participating in a range of outdoor activities.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· Important case studies will provide the context for an examination of the legal process surrounding benchmark criminal and civil investigations in outdoor education.
· The role of National Governing Bodies, the Adventure Activities Licensing Scheme, Institute for Outdoor Learning and other organisations will be discussed as providers and regulators of safety in outdoor activities
· Practical risk assessment scenarios in different outdoor activity environments will provide opportunities to develop the ability to identify and assess risks and the evaluation of different types of risk assessments
· The use of fieldwork journals as the basis for recording and learning from experience will be discussed
· Key terminology will be explored and appropriate technical terms relevant to the activities and the risk assessment process will be reinforced throughout the module
· The concept of “risk education” will be explored with an emphasis on the transferability of effective risk management skills between different activities and different environments
· There will be a range of discussions focussing on issues such as: subjective and objective risk, emotional and physical risk, likelihood and severity of consequence, immediate and cumulative risk
· Quantitative and qualitative risk assessments will be compared and evaluated
· Site specific, activity specific, dynamic and generic risk assessments will be explored and evaluated
· Practical sessions will offer opportunities to develop personal skills that can be used to counter risk
· Students will become familiar with the selection, maintenance and inspection of a range of equipment that might provide personal protection and other safety equipment  
· Means of communication both within the activity group and in the event of summoning help will be examined 


LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

This module starts with an introductory day focussing on the key concepts, intended outcomes and the assessment tasks.  Subsequent sessions will then be field-based practical activity sessions with reflective plenary sessions.  Prior to each practical session students will complete a risk assessment based on personal experience and appropriate research. After each session students will review their risk assessment and make comments on areas for improvement and changes in personal practice. The sessions will be organised so that students will be able to show progression both in their practical skills and their understanding of key issues relating to risk assessment and control in a range of activities and environments. Weekly practical sessions will be augmented with a range of online workshops, forums and other learning tasks via Moodle.
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning (lectures)
	110
	37%

	Independent learning
	190
	63%

	TOTAL
	[300]
	100%



ASSESSMENT
Description of each assessment component and its weighting, together with an example for new forms of assessment:

Assessment Component 1 – 75%

Portfolio of risk assessments and reviews  (equivalent to 4,000 words)

Exemplar
Compile a portfolio of the weekly risk assessments that you have completed before going out on practical sessions.  These risk assessments should correspond with established NGB guidelines where applicable. You must provide a review of the relative strengths and weaknesses and any amendments that you would make to your risk assessments having undertaken the activity.  You must also provide an overall reflective summary of your experiences of producing these risk assessments and an evaluation of how useful they have been.  

Assessment Component 2 – 25%

Essay (1,500 words).

Exemplar
With reference to personal experiences and selected literature from the module reading list, discuss the potential benefits of engaging with challenging and adventurous outdoor activities

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Coursework
	100%

	TOTAL
	100%







EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes


	
	

	
This module purposefully addresses issues relating to complexity, uncertainty and risk.
Module actively engages learners with a range of natural environments and natural processes.
There is a focus on collective and personal responsibility 
The concept of wellbeing (as a nexus of people, place and activity) is central to the both the benefits of adventurous activities and the concept of risk management. 
Pedagogy is constructivist (participatory) focuses on critical and creative engagement
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