Dyspraxia 
This assignment will explore how the challenges of dyspraxia impacts on a child’s ability to learn and achieve within the context of the learning environment.
This essay will discuss a specific learning difficulty and its impact it has on a child’s ability to learn and achieve, as experienced within the classroom environment, which can and does have a positive and negative affect on day to day learning. Dyspraxia is a learning difficulty that affects between 6 and 10% of children in the United Kingdom, it is often goes undiagnosed and unrecognised although it is relatively common. According to Medical news today (2017) ‘approximately 10 percent of people have some degree of dyspraxia, while approximately 2 percent have it severely. Four out of every 5 children with evident dyspraxia are boys, although there is some debate as to whether dyspraxia might be under-diagnosed in girls. Dyspraxia is also known many names, some of which are development coordination disorder or motor learning difficulty. 
Dyspraxia is defined as: -
 Developmental co-ordination disorder (DCD,) it is a common disorder affecting fine and/or Dyspraxia is a neurological disorder. Often subtle and not visible in the same way as a physical disability. gross motor coordination in children and adults. It may also affect speech. The term 
Dyspraxia is a neurological disorder. Often subtle and not visible in the same way as a physical disability. It happens or develops inside the child’s brain, we are unable to see it. Brookes (2007) discussed that it can very difficult to understand a neurological motor disorder if it is through an acquired brain injury or accident, but, if it is present from birth it is far more difficult to comprehend the reason why. The Dyspraxia Foundation (1999) stated that it is ‘an impairment or immaturity in the organisation of movement which leads to associated problems with language, perception, Understanding and contextualising how dyspraxia can affect individuals, further supports reasonable adjustments to the learning environment and supports a positive experiences   
Kirby (1999), found there was increased parental pressure on health and education in relation to diagnosing dyspraxia in childhood. However, caution is needed to ensure that other conditions for example DCD are not overlooked. 

Dyspraxia affects the child’s balance, their perceptions and their hand-eye coordination, placing the child near the front of the classroom is important so that they can have eye contact with the board. This supports the child in remaining focussed with minimal distraction from the wider classroom, similarly, placing away from the window will minimise distraction from outside. Fatigue is also recognised to have an impact on the child, so allowing ‘timeout’ for the child, rather than expecting them to continue to try and take in more information which they are unable to do. Impact on speech and language have also been noted, and for a child living with dyspraxia, this can have a significant impact on achieving both developmental and learning milestones if left undiagnosed and without appropriate intervention.  Dyspraxia with children will take longer to and have a poor understanding of the messages that they are receiving and will have difficulty interpreting them, therefore will have some difficulty in processing these messages into appropriate actions. The children with dyspraxia will also find it hard to remember and learn physical activities such as games lessons and outdoor activities, which a child without dyspraxia may take for granted. The child may have difficulties forming and maintaining social friendships, which could impact on their ability to fit in to the expected norm of joining in, even having problems whilst at dinner with other children, by not being able to do a simple task like pouring a drink for themselves, pick up a plate without dropping it.  For children without dyspraxia or understand what it is like to deal with this disability find it difficult to comprehend what it is like to ‘live with it’, Kirby (1999) stated that ‘its been described by children like it is trying to reach out for something that is not and will not be there’.
In a main stream school , if learners are thought to be bright and able to get on with work, then any potential problems that they may have could be overlooked, however children with dyspraxia could be working with their peers, and will not always have the support that they so desperately need, as a result of their learning difficulty not being recognised, this is different within a Special Educational Needs School. Some children are more able than others at disguising their difficulty or can avoid certain lesson like games and outdoor activities, some children would also stay away from school rather than have to attend certain lessons, as they know their coordination skills are not like other children’s. Children with dyspraxia have a limited ability with regards to reading and writing. It is not practical for the child to be asked to re-write their work, as the work that they have produce could have been their best anyway. A child with dyspraxia could also feel very uncomfortable with they are asked by their class teacher to read anything out aloud as this will undoubtedly make the child feel very uncomfortable indeed. The child should also be given enough time in order to produce the work to the best of their ability due to their difficulty in grasping learning. 
[bookmark: _Hlk37606970]To help a teacher or Learning Support Assistant to understand and prepare for what is needed in order to support the child with their educational needs, the child will need to be ‘graded’ within the educational sector. This grading can be one of three , ‘mild, moderate or severe’ learning difficulty, this then helps the professional that have the child’s best interest at heart to plan the help that is needed .Motivating a child with dyspraxia could be a difficult task to achieve, therefore it is important that the class teacher can understand that child’s needs. If the teacher approaches the child with a degree of sensitivity, then this will allow the child to get the best out of their school day, and then the teacher will get the best out of the child. According to Kirby (1999), the child will need to be kept motivated in everything that they do, praise is paramount for children with dyspraxia, they need to have every part of their performance during their school day praised. They find learning difficult and some may not achieve high marks or even be able to put in a good effort, so when they do work well, recognition for good work is important, and in some cases a child might have to revisit twice or three times the task they are trying to achieve. It is also helpful for learning support assistants to share their experience with other colleagues, that is how people learn how to deal with situations that arise. There are many resources that can be put in place and are available for a child with dyspraxia, for example, be able to teach the child to touch type, this can help the child to develop more hand control and coordination. The child’s timetable can have breaks scheduled into it, this will ensure a break from the class routine, and enable concentration to be maintained. The child should always be given ample time to complete their work, whilst at the same time the teacher or learning support assistant is directing the child one step at a time.
It is important to remember that there are barriers to every learning difficulty, and dyspraxia is no exception. Some of the barriers maybe teacher talk, presentation of work, teaching styles, peer relationships and personal characteristics. The child suffering with dyspraxia may find the task that they are trying to complete very confusing. Combining what thoughts, they have and then being able to write those thoughts down are difficult for the child. It is especially important that a child with dyspraxia has their day organised for them in the form of visual aids, or a diary/timetable, making sure also that they have the correct books or equipment with them. Implementing and following a structured approach will help reduce the time looking for things that could otherwise be forgotten. 

As part of the child’s educational journey to another professional or teacher to either further their education at a higher level or within the workplace, however we will do that with the knowledge that we have done to enable and maximised the child’s potential by providing the appropriate help, support and guidance to allow the child to embrace whatever comes their way in the future, and enable them to achieve. We as professionals need to make an impact on children’s lives that we support within education, so that we can make a positive difference. There will inevitably be challenges along the educational pathway, however every intervention and subsequent progress made by the child as a result, irrespective of how small or seemingly insignificant will be an achievement and will have made a difference to their future. 
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