[bookmark: _Hlk69153846]Literacy - a key to learning (SJIE5002)

This essay aims to examine personal self-development in relation to one's own personal contribution to developing the literacy skills of children and young people. 
Before 1979 there had never been a Set National Curriculum in such a way that the Department of Education determination took greater control, with Mark Carlisle, overseeing the abolition of the Schools' Council and its replacement with the School Curriculum. (UK parliament,2009) 
This framework was established with a view to improving standards across all schools Literacy and numeracy ‘hours’ were in introduced the 1990s these hours allocating periods that students would have spent developing their reading, writing and math's skills. (Somerset, 2015).
Successfully attending to the pupil's literacy needs will come with its obstacles. Groundwork is crucial to getting most of the students, none more important than the preparation of a teaching force capable of delivering the required tuition
Recognition of framework in teaching literacy has made a significant contribution to raising standards and supporting improvements with the use of early language communication changing and enriching the ways in which the child can think (Vygotsky,1986: Bruner and Haste ,1987).
Studies show that reading makes a vast alteration to children’s educational performance with reading commonly viewed as a basic set of skills, widely adaptable and applicable to all kinds of texts and reading situations. (Blair, 1999). The benefits of reading to children are powerful, it increases happiness, promotes relaxation, and will feed the imagination. 
It is vital that to it to prove to improve the wellbeing and education of learners that we continue to gain a deeper, more evidence-based understanding of children and young people. (The Children's Trust, 2020).
Children who read daily are more likely to have above average vocabulary attainment than children who read less often it allows children to communicate effectively considerate of society around them.
There have been many theorists that have contributed to language acquisition amongst young children, but not one perspective presents the entire picture. 
Burrhus Frederic Skinner an American psychologist, behaviorist and social philosopher had believed that learning is a process of conditioning and his theory was children acquired language under reinforcement he also indicated that we should be able to make students eager and diligent and be reasonably sure that they will continue to enjoy the things we teach them.  
(Varoqua, 2018) states Skinner’s theory that children learn language from the environment around them, mainly in a behaviourist framework. Basically, as a child learns new language skills, social influences will use reinforcement to help their learning move along
This theory though came under heavy criticism from another renowned scientist and researcher, Noam Chomsky. He postulated the theory of a Universal Grammar innate to all humans, which enables children to learn language and get informed about grammatical structures. (Varoqua, 2018)
Chomsky transformed linguistics and cognitive science by showing that ordinary language is susceptible to precise formal analysis and by rooting principles of UG in the human bioprogram. (John,2007).  Chomsky (2011) indicated instead of looking for a magic answer, “we learn by trying…. We have to gain the insight and understanding that allows us to move step-by-step toward that end”. Chomsky had criticisms of Skinner approach however as students, Chomsky and Skinner were both fond of schools that encouraged intellectual freedom. 
Chomsky and Skinner's approach to language may be more complementary (rather than contradictory) and that both approaches offer to the understanding of language.
Vygotsky (1962) indicates that development cannot be separated from its social and cultural context so the only way to explore mental process is though understanding Vygotsky concept of mediation that made a breakthrough in our understanding of learner’s development. (Karim Shabani, 2010). Vygotsky held the view that children acquire through physical interaction wanting to break from a copying view, to give a new meaning to imitation – reflecting a new theoretical position – in which imitation presupposes some understanding of the structural relations in a problem that is being solved. (Chaiklin,2003)
Limited access to education is a key predictor of passing poverty from one generation to the next, and getting an education is one of the top ways to achieve financial stability, with fewer resources and less focus on education at home, children growing up in poverty are behind from the very beginning. Everyday stresses from living in abject poverty build up in the child, making it extremely difficult to focus on education. 
Language is necessary if children are to communicate and share in the life of Culture. (Whitehead 2002). The report, Successful Futures, signals the vital importance of schools to the future success and well-being of every child and young person in Wales. The evidence also highlights the need for our young people to be ready to learn throughout their lives, leaving school with a sound command of literacy and numeracy skills. 
In March 2014 Donaldson was asked to conduct a fundamental review of the curriculum and assessment arrangements in Wales. The review was conducted among foundation phase pupils up to key stage 4 with the review team witnessing excellent work throughout schools in Wales. However, it was proposed that work needed to be built on and strengthened the name itself of the report being successful in futures signifies the importance of every child and young person in Wales to be able to accomplish a successful future for their life.  
Within one's own setting being a SEN school most pupils have additional learning needs including physical, sensory, medical, emotional, and behavioral difficulties. 
The national curriculum is followed; however, programs are individually tailored to where it is appropriate with targets being designed for their skills and individual needs. 
Pupils that have a primary diagnosis of ASD will be learning skills in a distinct way and therefore may never achieve some of the levels indicated within certain curriculum set programmers. Hence, they would have their needs considered in a framework designed around ASD. Within the setting there are several different communication tools used from SCERTS, PECS to advanced communication devices with grid player installed allowing the nonverbal pupils to receive a voice. The ever-increasing use of technology in schools currently offers additional ways to include dissimilar learners. Being more digitally connected and that opens the possibilities for expanding literacy. It gives us a greater responsibility for combating illiteracy; we could broaden the field to be inclusive in ways that we may not have been in the past. (Jan Lacina & Robin Griffith, 2016.)  
Reflective practice is a term that carries diverse meanings (Grimmett & Erickson, 1988; Richardson, 1992). For some, it simply means thinking about something, whereas for others, it is a well-defined and crafted practice that carries specific meaning and associated action. (Loughran, J. J.2002) 
There are multiple models of reflection for instance in the Driscoll model 1944, Gibbs reflective cycle 1988, the Kolb cycle 1984 and the Schön model 1991. Each model will adopt a different approach to, but they will all encompass the various stages. 
Following the Gibbs model for reflective practice on this occasion, the cycle follows an experience (description) analysis(reflection) and then outcomes or action (ideas for the future or what you would do differently.
The importance of stories, rhymes and songs enhances effective communication, storytelling in school is extremely motivating for children and the expectation of well-placed gaps can be anticipated by the learner to allow the child to fill in the portion of the repeated phase of patterned language when the story repeats the sentence “run, run, run as fast as you can't catch me, I'm the gingerbread man.
The crucial assumption is that imitation is possible because maturing psychological functions are still insufficient to support independence so that a person can understand how to use collaborative actions of another. (Chaiklin,2003)
For this reflection the story one chose was We are going on a bear hunt written by .. and illustrated by This story was selected to support incidental language with the hope that the students can predict the frequent repetition phrases.
I felt relaxed going into the session as I feel passionate about the teaching of Makaton with the fulfillment of expression being something that I particularly enjoy.  
The emphasis on Makaton with pupils with communication problems offers major benefits to the pupils and teacher It allows both to improve the interaction between one another. Makaton further imbeds communication by support the development of vocabulary helping build information about language and how language is stored. (The Children's Trust, 2020). 
Communication is a vital skill for children with disabilities who are unable to speak or to make their feelings known. Makaton is flexible and can be used at every level also permitting an inclusive environment. 
Prior to the session it was imperative to take into consideration any tools that may be required to facilitate the learning such as a layout of the environment.
The session was not carried out in the usual setting, although it still began nicely with the children being settled. Adapting to the different surroundings was important, it was essential for one to be prepared that it might present different challenges. However, supporting pupils within the ASD setting it will naturally call on ones own abilities to demonstrate flexibility. 
The option one took was to position the children directly opposite so that they had a good view of the book itself including the signing, in doing this it created an intimate environment with the expectation that all the children felt part of the group, also being mindful that smaller groups may have an advantage of promoting discussion between the learners. 
During the session it was observed that the children were attempting to mimic myself by the signing on the repetitive parts of the story such as on the word bear, this demonstrated to oneself that they were engaging.
For the follow up activity it was set with the intention of requiring them to explore story telling ideas for themselves. Encouraging the children to explore how they may view the world through the eyes of an entirely different character. 
I ensured that I positioned pupils accordingly to help assist other pupils who may not have grasped it. 
In conclusion, I discovered that reflection is consequently allocating more thought and time to the main task allowing one to gain a greater understanding of the reflective process to my own role. After competing this task, one believes that the greater use of reflection in my role would allow me to see clearer connections between the experiences learning.  
The session finished slightly earlier than anticipated, so having planned a more structured question and answer time after the story would have made a more efficient session. For the future sessions I would produce a more well-defined lesson plan beforehand. 
The feedback from the learners after the session was positive but on reflection, I felt there could have been more use of open questions, in turn making the pupils to expand on the story or ideas further this is something I feel I need to develop as discovering this knowledge it is important for the next time around that I apply it.
The influence of the theorist Vygotsky greatly impacts on one’s own practices. Planning sessions with the intention of them being enjoyable and meaningful I believe adds as a motivator. Just as the beliefs of Vygotsky one also agrees that children learn through play, building confidence, expressing opinions, impart increasing some meaning to their worlds.
Encouraging reflective practice in school not only benefits individual teachers but the school. It allows one to improve in one’s own practices remaining passionate of improving the benchmarks for all.  Curriculum development should be at the heart of practitioner, school and national efforts which seek to raise standards for all. (Welsh Government,2020)   
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