	Targed 1/Target 1
	Proof-read your work carefully to ensure you do not make small errors.
	I have precisely read through my work to make sure I have not made any mistakes or errors. 

	Targed 2/Target 2
	Read even more widely to give your work even greater depth.
	I have read a wide range of sources to make sure my work is even greater in depth. 



Hannah Greenwood- 2300338

Cycle 1 Professional and Pedagogical Studies: Leading the Learning: what, how and why am I teaching?

Good teaching and learning:

· Means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.

· Sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.

· Ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.

Consider the 3 pedagogic principles outlined above. Discuss these principles in relation to practises in education, showing secure understanding, identifying strengths and areas for development for each principle. 


Introduction – 

	In 2022 the Welsh Government launched a new curriculum for schools across Wales. The new curriculum for Wales was designed for each school to put in place their own design of the curriculum for their school. This meant for all children in Wales to progress toward the four purposes of the curriculum. For the teachers to understand how to teach using the new curriculum for Wales, 6 areas of learning and 12 pedagogical principles were put in place to help teachers understand what and how the children should be taught. The new curriculum for Wales was introduced by Professor Donaldson, who founded ‘Successful futures’ (2015) which stated that, in 2022 the education in Wales did not meet the PISA standards and therefore were under average. This meant that there needed to be a change in the Welsh Curriculum for the PISA scores to progress (PISA national report 2022). Successful Futures were embedded into schools in Wales and gave guidance to what needed to be changed. The Welsh Government acknowledged this problem and launched the new curriculum for Wales in their own document. The new curriculum for Wales is child centred which their learning is at the fore front and focuses on each child’s needs and interest. Child centred learning is built from the constructivist theory by Jean Piaget (Jay 2016). This type of learning is child-controlled learning which involves the child’s own involvement in education. Therefore, the new curriculum for Wales ensures that the children learn to their maximum potential. The new curriculum for Wales is used in the classroom by using the five progression steps. The progression steps are used to demonstrate how the child is progressing or if progression is being made. These steps predominantly match the expectations of the learners (Welsh Government 2022).  

1st Principle- 
	
Within the new curriculum for Wales, they have introduced the 6 areas of learning. These include Expressive Arts; Health and Well-being; Humanities; Languages, Literacy and Communication, Mathematics and Numeracy; Science and Technology (Welsh Government 2020). These areas of learning help improve the children’s connections across all areas of learning and merge their knowledge and experiences together. Within the 6 areas of learning come ‘What matter statements.’  The statements show a bigger picture within the area of learning of what is expected of the children during the learning experience. When attending the enrichment days in the placement school, the class topic was ‘China’. There were many activities and ways to involve each AoLE into the learning. For example, Mathematics and Numeracy was incorporated by using the role play area which was turned into a Chinese restaurant. The children’s task was to use the money from the till and to order food and pay for it. There were price tags surrounding the role play area, so the children knew how much each item was. Within the activity the children’s aims and objectives was to calculate the change from £2. Using different techniques, the children were able to find the totals and work out the change. Embracing mathematical skills within the class topic allowed the children to have an idea of how money is used in real life settings. Another AoLE used within the topic was Languages, literacy, and Communication. Adhering to the topic ‘China’, the class were set a task of writing a letter to ‘Lang’ who lives in China. Using their writing skills, the children used new vocabulary and punctuation to write an informal letter. To guide them, they were given lined paper and a vocabulary sheet to help them express what they wanted to write. It was the children’s choice of what they wanted to ask relevant to the topic of China. By learning about what life is like in China, the children were also developing their handwriting skills and communication. Strengths that would come out of using the areas of learning would be that the children are constantly using different skills and knowledge to develop their learning. There are continual different activities the children can learn from using the 6 areas of learning.  However, there are areas to develop when using the AoLE in lessons. For example, it was clear that once the children had completed the activity there were no other options to carry out their learning. To improve this the activity, the children who had finished the first task could be given an additional more complicated activity so that they are problem solving for a longer period. This would enable each child to reach their potential.
	Direct teaching is one of the different teaching methods used in foundation learning. It’s a way of showing the children instructions using detailed and guided indications to their learning. Other teaching methods used in the classroom consist of teacher-centred methods, learner-centred methods, content focused methods and interactive methods. These ways of teaching promote the good teaching and learning outcome. It is important that the child understands what is expected of their work when completing it. Therefore, it’s essential that the teacher gives them an idea of what to do. Using a WAGOLL (What a good one looks like) can help stimulate the child’s ideas and encourage them to complete work at the same standard. Although this works for some, other may struggle to complete work at the same level. To make sure that all the children have the same understanding and knowledge, the teacher can bring in speakers to talk more professionally about their topic. This will help connect the idea with the real world and aid the children to broaden their range of vision and depth their understanding of the topic (Governors for schools 2022). Taking the children out on school trips at the start of the term is a great way of letting the children understand the topic in a deeper way before they start their work and learning in school. Some families have financial difficulties; therefore, not all the class may have visited some places that would give them a more in-depth knowledge of the topic. Therefore, taking the class out regularly to show them real life experiences can give them a greater insight to life outside of school. Additionally, bringing in things that the children wouldn’t see outside the classroom would also broaden their knowledge. The more experience, the richer the learning. 

2nd Principle- 

	To be able to teach, it’s crucial that the teacher knows detail and content of what they will be teaching the children. Pedagogical knowledge indicates that the knowledge of the teacher creates effective teaching for students (OECD pg2). For children to develop at full capacity, the teacher must understand all content to teach successfully. However, when children start school not all have the same full experiences as others. Living in diverse areas in Wales such as rural or deprived localities, can offer different and unique experiences for children. Therefore, some children won’t have the same lifestyle and life opportunities as others. About 2% of the household population in Wales do not hold a bank account (Wales Centre for Public Policy, 2022). This demonstrates that it is important that teachers take full advantage of the facilities and resources around them to help educate the children. For example, a trip to ‘Folly farm’ can help children understand and learn about most of the areas of learning. Humanities can be taught by the children taking in facts about the animals. Then when returning to the classroom, their project could involve making lapbooks about their trip to folly farm and what they learnt. By taking the children out to experience things first hand, it can develop their understanding and involvement of the topic. It has been proved that student engagement can influence learning, long term achievement and improves student well-being (Fredricks et al, 2004). When taking the children out on school trips, it could be helpful to take the children out before they start the topic so that they have some idea of what to expect when starting the topic at school. Furthermore, classroom discussions and brainstorming help to remind the children about their trip and what they learnt and discovered to include in their work. Taking the class out on interleaving experience allows them to learn throughout the day. For example, buying a gift in the gift shop will aid them to use their mathematics and numeracy skills and using. money in real life situations. Making different foods in the canteen will develop their health and well-being and watching a performance and show in the theatre will enhance their expressive arts. Enjoying a fun day out may enhance the children’s ability to learn outside of the classroom environment. 
	For teachers to be able to notice progress of the children throughout the year.is crucial. The progression steps will give them guidance to show if the child is progressing or not. Not only for the teachers to see the children’s progress, but the progression steps can also help parents and carers to understand if their child is making the suitable progress. Foundation learners follow the progressions steps of 1 and 2. The ages range from progression step 1, 3 to 5 years and progressions step 2, 5 to 8 years. However, if the child is progressing further than expected, the teacher may be able to set work for progression step 3. Although the progression steps are a guide, not all children will progress the same time as the steps. Some children will stay on a progression step and will be given extra support to make progress with their learning. For example, some classes will have to put the class into ability groups as not all children are on the ‘specific’ progression step. Another way for the teacher to be aware of the progress the children are making, is to be assessing the children frequently. Giving the children a cold task at the start of the topic will indicate to the teacher how much information the children know before starting the topic. Therefore, the teacher can plan lessons according to the knowledge of the children. At the end of the term, the teacher can give a hot task to the class. Similar questions to the cold task, the teacher will hopefully see an improvement in the knowledge of the work. If not, this could indicate to the teacher there may be other issues such as dyslexia, dyspraxia, and dyscalculia. Therefore, the teacher can aid support to these students by arranging one to one help or other resources to help them develop their learning.  

3rd Principle- 

	The cross-curriculum in primary schools is mandatory within the curriculum or Wales (Welsh Government, 2019). The cross-curriculum will be made responsible for all teachers to ensure that their pupils are developing skills across all areas of learning. Whatever the topic is, the classroom teachers must plan that they use and involve each of the areas of learning to ensure cross-curricular skills are being developed. The children may understand the topic better when using different areas are learning. Children do not learn in isolation, so utilizing all areas of learning can help expand their learning and give them an enhanced perspective on the topic. By allowing the children to use their prior knowledge when learning through the AoLEs, they can think outside the box. Kitch (2023) suggest that thinking outside of the box can help improve creativity and innovation, along with increasing problem solving and more effective communication. This implies that using AoLEs within the topic will help improve the children’s learning and life-long skills. Without realising, it is easy for teachers to focus on one area of learning. However, they will be most likely to be using more than one without noticing it. Foundation Learning leans itself towards cross-curricular learning. For example, if the class are discussing their findings from their maths investigation, they are using literacy, language, and communication. This is to communicate with one another. Therefore, cross-curriculum skills are used everyday unintentionally. Shannon (2018) highlights that children will learn through experiences by letting them be independent and having different experiences to learn. It is important that children learn through experience because then they continue to develop holistically. Emerging the children through experience will allow them to involve with the real world and understand things that they will need to learn later in life. An example of emerging the children in experience would be that the teacher bringing the children outside. Even though it is wet outside, they still go out. The teacher could teach them about the weather and explain about the different seasons. To bring cross-curricular into the lesson, the children could go back inside and sing songs about the weather, including Welsh version. Expanding the child’s learning can assist contributing the world and being a learning. It will improve leadership and independence (Stonehouse, 2015). The Cross-curriculum framework is created to improve the learning of the children in foundation learning; however, there are some that agree and disagree. Chaingpradit (2022) explains that cross-curricular skills give pupils the ability to learn about things outside of the classroom and the capability to problem solve. They also suggest that it can set pupils up ready for the transition to secondary school. Cross-curricular learning will become more familiar throughout schools and the child’s education. An example of how cross-curricular learning could help a child transition to secondary school would be that, when the pupil participates in the science exam, they will know real-world connections from other areas of learnings. Conversely, Parker (2012) indicates that cross-curriculum is time consuming as there would be so much to teach, and the sequence of a lesson would not be effective. Therefore, there are different opinions of cross-curriculum learning and whether it should be used within a classroom. Overall, Grant (2023) suggests that cross-curricular is important to teach children as research shows that multiple subject areas that are combined enhance a pupils learning. They also imply that before the new curriculum was introduced, the traditional curriculum taught subjects in isolation. Therefore, it was harder for children to get involved and there was little connection between the areas of learning in each lesson. When the Welsh Government introduced the new curriculum for Wales, they were prepared to rapidly change the education of children throughout Wales. It was changing quickly to change the future and the world of work. This means integrating the subjects together within class topic will allow the children to fully understand real-life problems and engage with the community. The children will be prepared when transitioning out of primary of life outside of the classroom after following cross-curricular learning. 

Conclusion- 
	
To conclude, the three pedological principles that were used in this assignment demonstrate the good teaching and learning within foundation learning. The first pedagogical principle displays that direct learning is an important part of a child’s education and that learning from experience will help the pupils engage and succeed more. Enriching on experience can captivate the attention on the children. However, I found that introducing blended learning into the child’s education will ensure that all pupils will have same amount of knowledge of the class topic or lesson. Due to social dynamics, these children need the most experience to help them progress and learn in line with their peers that have more opportunities. The second pedagogical principle indicates that there are experiences and knowledge that the teacher can relay to the pupils so that effective teaching and learning can be nurtured. Also, to take the children out on experience to gain knowledge on the world around them can have a both informative and engaging effect. Additionally, I learnt that the progression steps gained from the new curriculum can help show the teachers and parents how their pupil/child is progressing in school. The third pedological principle highlights the cross-curricular learning within foundation learning. I learned that the teacher should plan a lesson that included all areas of learning. Moreover, I discovered that whilst teaching a class, the teacher could be educating more than one area of learning without knowing. The cross-curricular scheme allows all the children to learn about different areas of learning daily at their own pace which helps them maximize their own learning potential. However, I believe the cross curricular framework could be developed by making sure that all teachers have the framework to hand, therefore they are not missing out on making sure cross curricular is being met on the lesson plans. Making the cross curricular mandatory within a lesson will ensure that it is not forgotten and left behind. 
	Overall, the pedological principles make good contextual learning, which means the children are developing and progressing within their time in foundation learning. They also increase productivity and critical thinking for the pupils. Although the principles fit appropriately in the curriculum, the learners of Wales are developing. Therefore, the curriculum needs to be continually audited and monitored for efficacy. However, I have observed how the curriculum is providing an inclusive, adaptable approach to education, focusing on developing skills, imagination and problem solving which will prepare students for challenges in the future.
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