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ASSESSMENT 

3	1000 word commentary on a visual image (20%


[image: Napalm girl]4 Photograph of Napalm attack in Tra Bong, Vietnam, June 8 1972 (Nick Ut/The Associated Press) 


The image shows five children screaming and running, with one child in the middle of the photograph running naked. Behind the children, four soldiers are following them, but seem to be running away with the children. This image is shocking, as it shows the effect of the Vietnam war, and its effect on the children of the country. This image depicts the Napalm bombing which had been dropped by the United States.  The other children are only wearing light clothing, with one wearing a t-shirt and shorts, with another in the background seeming to be wearing only a long-sleeved t-shirt. All children are running barefoot on the road. The area around seems to have become a wasteland, with nothing growing around them, and only a small house in the distant background. 
This shocking image was taken by photographer, Nick Ut. The girl that is pictured naked in this image is called Phan Thi Kim Phuc, known as the ‘Napalm girl’[footnoteRef:1]. At the time of the attack, the ‘Napalm girl’ was only nine years old. The image was considered to be very controversial, as the Napalm girl was pictured naked. It also showed the full extent of the suffering of the victims of the bombing. Nick Ut’s associates at Associated Press, Hal Buell and Horst Faas had deemed the photograph as being ‘news-worthy[footnoteRef:2]’ and that the value of it ‘overrode the nudity in the image’[footnoteRef:3]. The photograph is considered to be one of the most infamous photographs of the 20th century.  [1:  BBC, Picture power: Vietnam napalm attack (2005) <http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/4517597.stm> [accessed 21 January 2020].]  [2:  Associated Press, Photographer Nick Ut: The Napalm Girl (2020) <http://www.apimages.com/Collection/Landing/Photographer-Nick-Ut-The-Napalm-Girl-/ebfc0a860aa946ba9e77eb786d46207e> [accessed 21 January 2020].]  [3:  Associated Press, Photographer Nick Ut: The Napalm Girl (2020) [accessed 21 January 2020].] 

Nick Ut, the man who took the infamous picture gave an interview in 2005 to the BBC. In the interview, he described the moment when he took this photo. He explains that he saw aeroplanes flying over the village, ‘I was almost leaving the village when I saw two aeroplanes. The first dropped four bombs and the second aeroplane dropped another four napalm [bombs].[footnoteRef:4]’  [4:  BBC, Picture power: Vietnam napalm attack (2005) [accessed 21 January 2020].] 

Nick Ut recalls the moment after the Napalm had been dropped on the village, and people started running and screaming out and away from the village, Tra Bong. Nick Ut describes the first words that Kim, the Napalm girl said to him after being bombed by the Napalm, ‘she saw me, she said: "I want some water, I'm too hot, too hot," - in Vietnamese, "Nong qua, nong qua!" And she wanted something to drink. I got her some water. She drank it and I told her I would help her’[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  BBC, Picture power: Vietnam napalm attack (2005) [accessed 21 January 2020].] 

Ut tells of the chaos in the hospital when he arrived with the Napalm girl. ‘At the hospital, there were so many Vietnamese people - soldiers were dying there. They didn't care about the children’[footnoteRef:6].Ut states that the hospital would only help Kim, the Napalm girl, only after he told of his work, ‘I told them: "I am a media reporter, please help her, I don't want her to die." And the people helped her right away’[footnoteRef:7]. Kim, the Napalm girl, suffered third-degree burns which covered around thirty percent of her body. Nick Ut, along with help from his colleagues, was able to get Kim transferred to an American facility[footnoteRef:8] where she received treatment which ultimately saved her life.  [6:  BBC, Picture power: Vietnam napalm attack (2005) [accessed 21 January 2020].]  [7:  BBC, Picture power: Vietnam napalm attack (2005) [accessed 21 January 2020].]  [8:  Ut, Nick, The Terror of War (2020) [accessed 21 January 2020].] 

In the following year after the photograph had been taken, 1973, Nick Ut won the Pulitzer Prize for Spot News Photography for "The Terror of War"[footnoteRef:9], the photograph that he took of Phan Thị Kim Phúc, the Napalm girl. [9:  Associated Press, Photographer Nick Ut: The Napalm Girl (2020) accessed 21 January 2020].] 

Napalm itself is a gel-type thickened mixture, and it burns more slowly than other substances, and can be thrown further distances more accurately than gasoline, which had been used previously. Napalm was developed by scientists in United States during World War II[footnoteRef:10].  [10:  The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, Napalm Chemical Compound (2020) <https://www.britannica.com/science/napalm> [accessed 21 January 2020].] 

Phan Thi Kim Phuc, the Napalm girl, is now living in Canada. She suffered horrific burns from the Napalm bombing. In her late fifties now, Kim has recovered well from her injuries, but still remembers vividly the Napalm bombing. In his interview with the BBC, Nick Ut states that Kim and himself are very close following the aftermath of the Napalm bombing and the photograph, with Nick saying, ‘”I took to her very well - I always went to visit, to see her family, and she called me Uncle Nick. Even now I call her once a week - she lives in Toronto, Canada. We are like a family now”’[footnoteRef:11].  [11:  BBC, Picture power: Vietnam napalm attack (2005) <[accessed 21 January 2020].] 

The image itself has a shocking factor to it, as it was intended to shock the common people, the people who had no idea what was happening during the Vietnam war. The image suffered controversy, with many newspapers receiving backlash for including it. Even President Richard Nixon questioned whether the photograph was fake, Nick Ut said that ‘“The horror of the Vietnam War recorded by me did not have to be fixed.”’[footnoteRef:12] In 1973, America involvement in the Vietnam war ended.  Today, we know somewhat of the horrors that took place during the Vietnam war, but there will always be aspects that we will never find out. This image is said by some to have been the catalyst of the beginning of the end of America’s involvement in the Vietnam war. Although war happens everywhere, no picture has shown the true devastation of war as the photograph of the Napalm girl. As Nick Ut said, ‘” Even though pictures [are taken] in every war, they still show the picture of Kim. They don't want it to happen again - not napalm”’[footnoteRef:13]. [12:  Ut, Nick, The Terror of War (2020) <http://100photos.time.com/photos/nick-ut-terror-war> [accessed 21 January 2020].]  [13:  BBC, Picture power: Vietnam napalm attack (2005) [accessed 21 January 2020].] 
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