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 THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
The first United Nation documentation that focused on Childrens Rights, was the ‘Declaration on the Rights of the Child’, but this tended to be more of a moral guide of conduct for governments. Therefore In 1989 the global community adopted the United Nations Convention on The Rights of the Child making it the first document that was legally binding concerning childrens rights. There are 54 articles in the convention. Within these are 4 broad categories which include.
Article 2 - Non-discrimination.
Article 3 - Decisions should be made with regards the best interest of the child. 
Article 6 - The Right to Life and Development.
Article 12 - Respect for the view of the Child.
Articles 1-42 are regarding, how children should be treated, and articles 43-54 state how adults and the governments should work together, in the best interests of the child. 
The UNCRC law was adopted by The Welsh Government in 2011 making wales the first country in the United Kingdom to protect children and young people. Under the age of 18. the ministers have a duty when making decisions to comply to the measures within the document. (Children’s rights wales 2011).

 Children and Citizenship
The UNCRC refers to Article 7 when the say, all children and young people should not only be regarded as citizens after registration of birth certificate or nationality. But also, the rightful holder of their present life and should be respected and treated equally with the right to belong as a valued citizen (UNCRC 1989)
It is now viewed that children should be recognised as a social group within society. and are asked to be active and participate ‘On the basis of who they are not who they will become’ in other words they are to be looked on as social citizens rather than our future citizens in waiting (Palaiologou 2012). As professional Practitioners it is important to work within the guidelines of the UNCRC articles on the Rights of the Child in the Early Years setting.

ARTICLE 2: The Convention Applies to everyone whatever their race, religion, abilities, whatever they think or say and whatever type of family they come from.
There should be no discrimination towards any child regardless of their religious beliefs or culture, their race or ability. Weather they are from a wealthy, working class or a poor background, where they residence, what their parents may do for a living, if they have a disability, what language they may speak or what gender they may be, whatever they may say and whatever they may think (UNCRC 1989).
The bases of Discrimination is Prejudice and negative stereotyping this is a Pre judgment made when a person makes an assumption about another person or a group of people. Which may be based on a perception rather than fact. 
Stereotyping is sometimes referred to as labelling. Implying a certain type of persons have certain characteristics or behaviours whether they do or not.
Discrimination has an impact on every child’s chances in life they can suffer in terms of their health, employment opportunities.
Children can be affected directly by discrimination regarding their development and learning. Tassoni (1998, cited in, Kay,2005,p 40) quotes the following effects discrimination may have on a child.
· Children not reaching their full potential.
· Low self-esteem may have a negative impact on a child’s ability to form relationships.
· Lack of confidence to explore or experiment.
· Children may be ashamed of their culture or their race.
· The effects are lifelong.
· Children may internalize negative views and think they deserve to be treated in a poor manor.
Chidrens rights need to be exercised at all levels in order to be upheld effectively Early years setting are responsible to promote these rights through h guidelines and legislation such as the foundation phrase framework (2015). All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008).

 
ARTICLE 3: All Organisations concerned with Children should work towards what is best for each child.
Multi Agency working
· It is A Practitioners responsibility to support a childs individual needs , Observing, Planning and Recoding a childs progress is an effective way to promote and extend a childs development.
· There are many Multi agencies that may be involved with a child in the Early Years setting, such as Speech and Language Therapists, Health Visitors, Social Workers, Education Phycologists, Team Around the Family and other organisations. All Multi Agencies need to work together with Early Years and Schools to support and promote the welfare of the child and their family this can be done by effective communication and sharing information with relevant multi agencies appropriately.
· Information sharing is key to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people effectively.
· The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)and Data Protection Act (2018). came in Introducing new elements to the original Data Protection Act (1998). Practitioners should have due regard to the relevant data protection principles which allows them to share personal information GDPR (2018).
· Poor information sharing has been a factor in many Serious case Reviews following the death or serious injuy of a child therefore every Practitioner needs to take responsibility for sharing information and not assume someone else will do this they should not let fear come before safeguarding a child or putting them at risk of abuse neglect.
· If a Practitioner has any concerns regarding the safety or welfare of the child, it needs to be reported immediately to a local authority such as social services, N.S.P.CC or the Police. 
· According to the GDPR(2018) information sharing needs to be Necessary and Proportionate  when sharing with other organisations, ensure the information is Relevant to the subject, it is Adequate for the purpose, Accurate up to date and clear, do not delay your time sharing important information.
· Practitioners need to follow the setting policy on sharing and storing personal data securely.HM GOV (2018).

ARTICLE 30 Children have the right to learn and use the language and customs of their families, whether these are shared by the by the majority of people in the country or not.
· Practitioners need to be knowledgeable to the range of different Ethnic Groups, Cultures and religion there are in Britain to be able to support children in developing positive images to their own culture.
· Building basic knowledge and understanding and using this in the setting is good practice Having a good relationship with the parents, reading books and articles and talking to friends and colleagues from different ethnic origins are all good ways of extending knowledge,
· It is important that activities promoting religious and cultural diversity are not seen as an addition to the daily events.
· Language is important development to a childs understanding of their identity knowledge and understanding of their culture and self-esteem kay (2004).
· Use gestures as well as words to help children understand what you are refereeing to. 
· Using objects of reference letting the child make choices and understanding what is happening or about to happen
· Using books and pictures are all good ways to communicate. Tassoni ,Bulman and Beith (2008)

ARTICLE 31 All children have the right relax and play and to join in a wide range of activites.
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