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One’s understanding of being and creation can greatly influence their ideas on power. The Kogi, the Mbuti, and the Yanomami are all hunter-gatherer groups who on the surface may seem to lead similar lifestyles through their hunter-gatherer status. However, each of their cosmologies creates a power hierarchy unique to their culture which influences the social workings of each group. These ideas can be similar, such as all these groups tend to place significant power to their environment, each has their own very individual ideas on power and how it is distributed in the world and within their own societies. Furthermore, each group holds differing ideologies on the power held within the society, whether it be gender, age, or role in the group. 
The Kogi, who live in a ‘dense mountain jungle’ in Columbia, believe the ‘aluma’ is the mother who created and shaped the world and made the ‘original people’, the Kogi, to look after this world (Ereira 1992). While the women are seen as closer to ‘the mother’ than the men due to being female, there is no power distinction between them and are seen as equals (Ereira, 1992) However, despite living in an egalitarian society, their cosmological beliefs do afford the Kogi certain power over the rest of the world. Those who live in industrialised areas are known as ‘the younger brother’ to the Kogi, who are the ‘elder brother’, who were exiled for ignoring the mother’s teachings, leaving the Kogi to care for ‘the heart of the world’ (Ereira 1992). This cosmology offers the Kogi a sibling-like power as caretakers for the Earth. Overall, the power hierarchy for the Kogi is the ‘aluma’ in highest power, then the Kogi, then those in industrialised societies.
Similarly to the Kogi, the Mbuti, a group found in the Northeast of the Belgian Congo (Turnbull, 1961), also place significant power in the environment. However, while the Kogi believe the world was created by the ‘aluma’, the Mbuti believe the forest itself is ‘a being, essentially benevolent’ (Mair, 1979) and so holds the most power in their culture. Despite the language used to describe the forest being much associated with that of female reproductive organs, such as the forest being a ‘womb’, the forest is seen as gender fluid and therefore there is little distinction between the genders (Mosko, 1987) so power is shared between the group in an egalitarian way, much like the Kogi. However, what proves to be a unique difference is the Mbuti’s placing significant power in the ‘children’ of the group. In Mbuti cosmology, there is the belief that the consumption of meat is the cause of death and therefore the reason humanity is no longer immortal, causing the ‘children’ to be the purest members of the group and therefore responsible for maintaining the overall purity of the group (Attala, 2022). While the Mbuti has no form of chieftainship (Turnbull, 1961), much like the Kogi, due to believing all are equal, the children are known to chastise the adults at times, with one instance of the ‘children’ burning down the village to show their disapproval (Attala, 2022). This social structure is a very unique feature of Mbuti culture and shows how great an influence cosmology has had on their ideas of power.
Looking at gendered power, the Yanomami have completely different views than the previously discussed cultures. The Yanomami believe men were created from ‘the moonblood’ and are people, whereas women were once fruit and became women when they fell from the trees, making them akin to nature (Chagnon, 1983) This has resulted in a gender power divide. The men are superior to the women (Chagnon, 1983) as the women are seen as not people and part of the ‘other’ side of their dichotomous viewpoint of their being humans, the men, and nature[footnoteRef:1]. This cosmology has created a different idea of power within gender for the Yanomami than that of the Kogi or Mbuti. While the Yanomami also live in an egalitarian society (Rifkin, 1994) there are different positions of power held within the society, such as the Head man and the Shaman, which can only be held by men with desirable traits such as storytelling so there is a clear hierarchy despite holding equalist views on politics. The Yanomami do also believe their surrounding environment hold a lot of power however this differs from the Kogi and Mbuti as the power is separate from humanity, whereas the Kogi and Mbuti hold the view that the power, while higher than them, is still shared as part of a family-like dynamic.  [1:  Nature is all the animals, plants, and other things in the world that are not made by people, and all the events and processes that are not caused by people (Collins, n.d.)] 

Overall, there are many similarities in the beliefs these hunter-gatherer groups hold about power, however their individual cosmologies have created differences. The Kogi cosmology creates the idea power is held with the mother, the ‘aluma’, and the Kogi share that power as long as they care for the world, since the industrialised societies have lost their power by ignoring the teachings on how to do this task. The Mbuti cosmology has created a similar view on power as the Kogi, however their beliefs on meat being the source of death has resulted in a distinct idea on power and purity related to age, giving children a certain power over the rest of the society. While all three cultures have differing cosmologies, the Yanomami cosmology differs the most from the other two, creating a culture with more gendered politics. However, it is still similar in creating a society where there is no head of the group, linking it to the ideas of the Kogi and the Mbuti. Each hunter-gatherer group has their individual cosmologies rooted in the beliefs passed down by their ancestors, creating clear ideas on power, showing beliefs of creation and life are crucial in the formation of cultural ideas on power. 
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