Erin Walker - 2316333 
ECIE4010: Contemporary Challenges – Making a Difference 
The Cost-of-living crisis and its effect on child poverty.

Below is the link for our group video – 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAF-kVdiKIY/1SkKhplSTSEpGiDbvL7GrA/edit?utm_content=DAF-kVdiKIY&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton 

Slide 1 – What is the Design Thinking?
According to Interaction Design (2024) Design thinking is a process of redefining problems and creating a solution to put to the test. As a group we have discussed multiple ideas on how we would attempt to solve the cost-of-living crisis. We have thought of ideas that would not only help locally but also have an impact nationally.

Slide 2 – Pay rise and/or cost deflation
We discussed the simplest way to solve the crisis would be to raise minimum wage standards and/or lower prices. As a group we believed the best way to do this would be to start a UK Government Petition. The petition would be shared through local social media to get signatures and promote the change. The petition would have an impact nationally if it required all signatures.

We decided against this idea as we wanted to focus on how we could make an impact locally. This idea would need to reach a large number of signatures and would need a lot of support.

Slide 3 – Local food banks
Another thought to help solves the cost-of-living crisis would be to open food banks around the local areas in need. This would be based on food or money donations from local businesses. It would require volunteers to run the banks and disrepute the goods accordingly. The food banks would be within low-income areas so they can be easily accessible to families. 

For this idea we agreed that local food banks would make an impact on the families in need of food, but all agreed that we as a community could provide support in other ways too.

Slide 4 – Final thought – Family Support Workshop
In addition to our ideas, we thought it would be effective to create a local workshop that offers support to families through providing budget friendly activities, budget meal ideas and a financial advice to help make budgeting easier. Not only could this support families with financial worries but could also offer support to those who are struggling mentally. 


FREE Family Support Workshop

Provided; -
· Budget Meals
· Community Allotment Gardens
· Craft Workshop (Budget friendly activities for children)
· Support Centre (including Financial Advisor)
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Notes 

We spoke about firstly going with the topic of global warming but fated a group discussion on the first day of starting the assignment we decided to go with the cost-of-living crises and the effects it has on child poverty. We decided this was more appropriate as it can make links within our practice, and we all have good knowledge and can relate on this issue.
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