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The Role of the Police within the justice system 

[bookmark: _Int_KqbLuft4]According to Study Smarter UK (2023), “The police are responsible for enforcing the laws established by legislative bodies such as Parliament” This is by going around making sure everyone is following the law and keeping the public safe. In this assignment, I will be discussing and arguing points towards how the police play an active and significant role within the English and Welsh justice system this is by talking about The following topics such as the police criminal act 1984, human rights on what is it and how it is used within the justice system. Another topic is the treatment on suspects, arrests and stop and search. Lastly, I will be talking about the courts in the justice system and what it is like to be a witness when testifying in court 
The police criminal act of 1984 (PACE) according to GOV.UK (2023) “regulate police powers and protect public rights.” the aim of PACE is so there is a balance between the human rights and freedom of the public, so police officers do not abuse their power when attending incidents such as putting someone in cuffs even though they are not resisting arrest. This is shown by the PoliceStationRep(1990) is “to establish a balance between the powers of the police in England and Wales and the rights and freedoms of the public” the police criminal act 1984 created the police complaint authority (PCA) this came along as it helped the public put in complaints about police officers using their power like they are judge or jury, this would then get investigated as complaints have come in from the police, Wood D, et al (2023). When complaints come in, they get processed and investigated by the Independent Office of Police Conduct.
Stop and search plays a massive role within the police, according to the College of Policing (2023), it is a way “to enable officers to allay or confirm suspicions about individuals without exercising their power of arrest.” an example of stop and search is when a police officer suspects an individual is carrying class A drugs on them or could be carrying a weapon such a knife. In the year ending March 2023  data from GOV.UK (2023)  shows there were around “542,723” stop and searches across the whole of England and Wales. Stop and search comes under section 1 of PACE. Stop and Search has a lot of hate from the general public as they can see it as racist to a certain minority group this was shown from the week (2023) as it says that recent data from “Mayor’s Office for Policing and Crime (MOPAC), revealed that Black people in London, regardless of age, were three times more likely to be stopped” this can put a bad view on the police as the general public could see the police as racist, this could then put a bad reputation on the police which can lead to the public turning on the police and rioting. The positives to stop and search according to Metropolitan police (2023) is that it helps “protect the public by preventing crime, identifying offenders and building public confidence in their policing service” this benefits public safety as stop and search can have a massive impact in knife crime as most people walk around with knives because they may think they're in a gang.
Arrest is a way of detaining someone from preventing a crime or to investigate a crime, this is regulated by the police force as they have to follow the police criminal act (PACE) and Code of Conduct libertyhumanrights,(2023) when arresting someone there has to be a probable cause and if you unlawfully arrest someone, that member of the public has the right to sue you according to the Jacksons lee(2024). When arresting someone the police have to read the Miranda right to the suspect which according to FindLaw (2023) states the following “You have the right to remain silent. Anything you say can and will be used against you in a court of law. You have the right to an attorney. If you cannot afford an attorney, one will be appointed for you” arresting someone plays significant role in the justice system because if there were no arrests, we would not have a justice system. 
After being arrested you get taken straight to a police station where you are put under custody where you would be interviewed and questioned on the crime you have been arrested for. The treatment of a suspect comes under code c of the police criminal act (PACE) and code of conduct, this is where when in custody you have to be treated fairly  The police do not have the power to keep you in custody for 24 hours but if its a serious crime they can apply to keep you in for 36-96 hours this is only if its  serious crime such as murder for example. You can be released on bail for free but if the police need you to come in for questioning you have to come back to the station GOV.UK (2023)
Human rights play a massive part in the criminal justice system this is because all laws and rules need to be suitable with the human rights act before becoming a new law or rule that we have to follow. Since it went into effect in 2000, the Human Rights Act has had a significant impact on how the criminal justice system in the United Kingdom and how it has evolved. It has influenced legislation as well as how rights violations are handled. The Act's enactment strengthened the European Convention on Human Rights' strength and legal authority at the national level by making it illegal for any public body to act in a way that conflicts with the Convention J blackstoke et al (2016). Following world war 2 and the holocaust The European convention of human rights (ECHR) came along, the purpose of the ECHR according to the libertyofhumanrights (2023) is to “ protect the people from the State, make sure the atrocities committed would never be repeated, and safeguard fundamental rights.” examples of what the ECHR does is by protecting human rights such as the right to live, freedom of speech, freedom of religious and belief, right to life and plenty more council of Europe (2024). Human rights come under articles the most important article is article 2 which is the right to life, the case McCaughey vs united kingdom (2014) put a massive impact into the criminal justice system as there was a breach into article 2 this was because The Strasbourg Court determined that there was a breach in the case where the applicants filed a claim under article 2 ECHR after the security forces shot and killed their relatives because the investigation into the killings was conducted far too slowly. Because it was determined that reasonable force had been used, the UK Supreme Court had previously found no violation J, Blackstone et al (2016).
Being a witness in court can be very challenging but if your a witness you need to be truthfull the whole time according to the crown office and procurator fiscal service (2023) once you arrive in court When it comes time for you to present evidence, a court official will call your name. They will lead you to the courtroom's witness box. You'll be required to say an oath or make a truth-telling pledge. The attorneys defending and prosecuting the accused can question you during a criminal trial. If you lied in court according to the Duncan Lewis & Co(2023) Under the Perjury Act of 1911, it is illegal to lie under oath in court or to make false statements after taking an oath, this can result to prison sentences. Being a witness in court Can put a massive impact in the criminal justice system as according to the crown prosecution service (2023) “a judge or magistrate has power to rule that in the interests of justice the officer should give evidence” this is because as an officer you have to collect evidence and report what has been seen. 
So to conclude, the police force play a massive role into the criminal justice system, this is because the police force is the start to the justice system as they go out attending incidents by arresting anyone who has committed any crimes, the police criminal act (1984) protects police rights and no police officer should break any of their powers. When arresting someone or treating someone as a suspect they should be protected by their human rights, for example article 3 is the freedom to torture and treated in an inhuman or degrading way. Lastly when testifying in court as a witness you should not lie under oath and if you get caught lying you could be punished and sentenced to go to jail. 
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