Critically discuss and evaluate the statement that “Education is compulsory but school is not”.

This assignment will be covering the statement “Education is compulsory but school is not” and will critically discuss the ideas of different forms of education. Firstly, the term education will be explained and how different facilities can support education providing examples of these facilities. The assignment will then go on to discuss the rights of children today with the educational system, this will include the inclusion argument that all children deserve the best education for their wellbeing and personal needs. The assignment will cover information on the topic of inclusion and the importance of this matter that education being compulsory but school is not. The final part of the assignment will be discussing the education methods of Pupil Referral Units, Home schooling and Academies as different ways of educating and the benefits and disadvantages this may have on individuals learning. The aim of this assignment is to demonstrate the other forms of education from the mainstream school and the positive aspects of these different facilities and how they support the rights of the child to be educated.

Firstly, before this assignment discusses the other ways of educating, it would be useful to understand the meaning of the term ‘education’. The definition of education is globally, “The process of receiving or giving systematic instruction, especially at a school or university.”[footnoteRef:1] The first part of this definition is what this assignment will be demonstrating, how the process of receiving or giving systematic instruction in education other than school. Education other than at schools are systems also known as EOTAS, the Department of Education comments on these supervisions. [1:  Oxford Living Dictionary ‘Education’ https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/education - 28th March 2019
] 

“EOTAS makes educational provision for children with social, emotional behavioural, medical or other issues who, without its provision, cannot access suitable education. It allows children who have been expelled from, suspended from, or have otherwise disengaged from, their registered school to participate in education until they achieve a new school place, are prepared for re-entry to an existing school place or to maintain their education until compulsory school leaving age.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Department of Education ‘Education outside of school’ https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/articles/education-outside-school - 28th March 2019.] 

This definition of the different systems of education shows that these supervisions can be more suitable for children rather than mainstream education for a variety of different reasons such as health reasons or having been expelled from registered school.  Examples of the different education available to individuals are Pupil Referral Units (PRUs), Individual tuition, education at home or hospital, Tailor made educational personal plans, colleges and voluntary organisations.
	
The next section of the assignment is to discuss the legal rights for children today for education. In the Education Act 1996 it states the laws for education as compulsory, “Each local education authority shall make arrangements for the provision of suitable education at school or otherwise than at school for children of a compulsory school age who, by reason of illness, exclusion from school or otherwise, may not for any period receive suitable education unless such arrangements are made for them”[footnoteRef:3] This provides the public with information that children have the legal right to have education until the compulsory age, this can be the mainstream way of educating through school. Otherwise, if school is not appropriate for such reasons as illness and exclusion the law remains the same that education is compulsory for all children although mainstream school is not. [3:  Section 19(1) of the Education Act 1996 (as amended by Section 47 of the Education Act 1997) https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/19 - 28th March 2019.

] 

Globally, the United Nations has created seven core aims for the rights of children (1.3.8)[footnoteRef:4] these aim to maintain a standard for children’s start to life and compulsory education. They are as follows, all children are to have a flying start in life, have comprehensive range of education and learning opportunities. Children have the right to enjoy the best possible health and are free from abuse, victimisation and exploitation. Children should have access to play, leisure, sporting and cultural activities and are listened to, treated with respect, and have their race and cultural identity recognised. The last two core aims for children with education are to have a safe home and a community which supports physical and emotional well-being and are not disadvantaged by poverty. These seven core aims provide structure and a high level of standards that protect the rights for children’s education in mainstream education such as school but also the different types of education. [4:  Welsh Government ‘Implementation of Children’s rights in Wales’ https://gweddill.gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/people/children-and-young-people/rights/implementation-of-childrens-rights/?lang=en -28th March 2019.] 

As ETOAS are used frequently for many individuals there has to be legislations and checks to decide if these educational providers are suitable. The local authority is in charge of these checks to ensure that the provisions are suitable and there is a consultation with the parents or guardians of the child to make the most suitable and positive decision for the child. The local authority will also ensure that there is efficient resources for the child to develop and be well educated as they have rights set by the UN convention as previously mentioned, if there is not then other plans will be made for the children to have the education they deserve. The local authority understands that these other educational facilities may be more suitable and beneficial for the individuals. However, the children will remain on the local authority educational register to ensure that these children are still registered on mainstream registers therefore the local authority hold a duty to these children as education is compulsory although school is not.
The Welsh Government have worked on the education system for a large period of time and in thee recent years there is a significant focus on the inclusion debate, this is the debate that children have equal opportunities and should these children be taught in school organisations as they are included and adapt to the whole school life. The process of inclusion allows children to develop through the mainstream educational system and allows the pupils to be a part of a systematic community. The Welsh Government state,
“Inclusion is a process through which all pupils access common opportunities in ways relevant to their needs, and which ensures that they fully belong to the school community. Inclusion requires the active involvement of all concerned. It places the onus on schools to adapt their organisation and their ways of responding to both meet the needs and value the development of all children and young people in all areas of school life.”[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Welsh Government ‘Inclusion and Pupil support’ http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/160318-inclusion-and-pupil-support-en.pdf P.3] 

This provides the readers with the information that inclusion required the active involvement of all concerned to fully belong to a school community and this meets the needs and values the development of all children and young people in all areas of their educational lives. This can be a drawback for some who chose EOTAS as a form of full time education for long durations of time as these individuals may not receive the sense of a school community to develop their needs through systems such as Home education or individual tuition where it may just be one to one rather than community based. The Welsh Government understand that this is an ongoing debate for many that inclusion is more important therefore children should aim to attend or return to mainstream education. However, some would say EOTAS have more benefits than draw backs therefore inclusion in society is still important but this can be achieved through other ways than education.
Home education is a form of EOTAS that allows children to be educated at home and have an education that is best for them individually. Home education is usually most suitable for those individuals who have medical or mental health issues that would find it more comfortable to be educated at home and they have the right to be educated even if they are not in mainstream school. It is a human right for children to have education and the state has a duty to respect the rights of parents to choose what the most appropriate way to educate is and the local authorities will check the facilities. The Human rights law states, “No person shall be denied the right to education. In the exercise of any functions which it assumes in relation to education and to teaching, the State shall respect the right of parents to ensure that such education and teaching is in conformity with their own religious and philosophical convictions.”[footnoteRef:6] This shows that is a human right for parents and children to decide what education is right for their situation, however education is compulsory and no person can be denied education. [6:  Article 2 of Protocol 1 of the European Convention on Human Rights, cited in WAG 2016 – 29th March 2019
] 

John Holt was an American teacher and educational theorist who advocated reform in mainstream education and was significant force behind the home-school movement mainly in the 1970’s and 1980’s. Holt believed that mainstream formal education often destroys the natural love of learning the extrinsic rewards are ultimately harmful for the learners. Holt believed that individuals do not learn the best they can through main stream education as people learn the best from real life experience and that education should be driven by the learner and their interests rather than authoritative figures dictating. Scholar Billy Raley comments on Holt and home schooling education, 

“Ironically, considering its association with religious conservatives, the modern home-schooling movement has roots in hippie communes, which “viewed schools as the primary means of assimilating children to ‘the establishment.’”120 Anti-establishment leftists such as John Holt, “the most famous early leader of the modern home-schooling movement,” promoted home-schooling as a more natural and humane approach to education.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Billy Gage Raley ‘Safe at Home: Establishing a fundamental right to Home schooling’ Brigham Young University Education& Law Journal. Vol. (2017) p.80
] 


This quotation from Raley’s article presents that Home schooling education movement originally came from the hippy communes that believed primary schools was means of assimilating children to ‘the establishment’. Raley then continues to write about the educationalist Holt and his movement for home school as he viewed it as a more natural and humane approach to education than mainstream education.

There is a variety of different reasons as to why home school education is supported by the local authority rather than the decision that the child should be in mainstream education. These reasons could be that home schooling can provide opportunities for the child to be stimulated by their learning experiences and the child has to be involved in activities that are catered for the interests of the child and their stage of development. Academic’s Cai and Reeve explain this in their article, “In home schooling, the teacher–parent not only knows the student’s interests and needs intimately, he or she approaches each school day with a free-choice opportunity to fit instruction to the children.”[footnoteRef:8] This displays that the intimate relationship allows the teacher to tailor the lessons not only for the child’s stage of development but their individual interests which will be a more engaging technique for the child to learn. [8:  Yi cai, Johnmarshall Reeve ‘Home schooling and teaching style: Comparing the motivating styles of home school and public school teachers’ American Psychological Association. Vol.94 (2002) p.373.] 


Although, this assignment is displaying that education is compulsory and that school is not it is important to see some disadvantages to these educational systems chosen rather than school. Home education may lack some resources that mainstream education can promise such as equipped premises, time tables and set times. Also the teachers/parents may not have the specific qualifications to teacher the range of different subjects and as there may only be two teachers it does provide the positive continuity for the learner but this may have certain draw backs as there will not be a variety of different teaching approaches which may lead to boredom of the learner. Having school community is also beneficial for the children as they learn to socialise with others their own age and develop skills this way. However, children at home school can still access the community to play and make friends as long as their guardians make this a priority for them.

Another form of education other than at school is ‘Pupil referral Unit’s’ these are also known as ‘PRU’s’, these are a form of education for children with behavioural needs and mainly for children who have been excluded. Nicola Lawrence comments on the 1996 Education Act Laws for the PRU Educational system,
“The 1996 Education Act gave local authorities (LAs) the duty to provide suitable education for excluded children (DfEE, 1996, section 19). The most common alternative provision in the UK is the PRU, with recent estimates suggesting that there are 24,000 secondary aged children currently educated in PRUs in England (Harrison, 2008). The aims of the PRU are to provide alternative education provision for a short time and to prepare children for a successful re-integration into mainstream education.”[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Nicola Lawrence ‘What makes for a successful re-intergration from a pupil referral unit to mainstream education? Applied research project’ Educational Psychology in practice. Vol.27 (2011) p.214] 

This displays the vast number of children in the united kingdom that are placed into one of these PRU establishments with 24,000 secondary aged children being educated in PRUs in England in 2008. Lawrence also states that the aims of the PRUs are to provide alternative education provision for only short time and they aim to prepare children to be successfully re-integration into mainstream education. This shows the importance of the PRU education as it allows time out for both the teachers of the main stream education and also for the child. While these pupils are in the temporary PRU education it allows the local authority to review the progress of the pupils with the intention to improve behaviour as there is intention to reintegrate while allowing the pupil to remain being educated and having their welfare looked over by professionals.
There are only a few disadvantages for this EOTAS as these are only arranged to be for short term education, however this break of mainstream education may be negative for individual as they have different teachers and maybe different subject areas being taught to them although they both have school curriculums they do have differences leading to confusion.  Although the multi-disciplinary teams will be safe guarding these pupils and their progress, individuals will be inevitably around other pupils with behavioural issues that may have negative impacts on the individual’s behaviour and attitude. Overall, this EOTAS has significant positive impact societies and that the draw backs are to be recognised by the local authority to overview while continuing the PRU education system.

Lastly, another EOTAS that will be briefly mentioned is the educational system called Academies, these are schools that are focused on different aspects. Some Academies are focused on sports, Faith, music and many more, these help individuals focus on the specific topics and develop skills. Academies are state-funded with some remaining privately funded by the individuals. This EOTAS has many similarities to mainstream education as there is structure, school community and similar qualifications and marking systems. In 2018 there was 7,500[footnoteRef:10] Academies in England, showing there is a large attraction in the modern society for these alternative systems. [10:  The Telegraph Education ‘What are academies? And are their pros and cons?’ https://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/0/academies-pros-cons/ -30th March 2019.
] 

John Taylor Gatto is an educationalist that did not agree with the mainstream education system and believed that EOTAS have more a beneficial impact on teaching children. Gatto would agree with the ideas of academies as did not agree with the mainstream educational system as he believed that teachers that taught ‘school’ and argued that there were 7 key[footnoteRef:11] outcomes for children’s education. These are confusion, class position, indifference, emotional dependency, intellectual dependency, provisional self-esteem and one cannot hide. These are all negative concepts with main stream schooling and Academies try to provide different approaches and focus on developing children’s key subject area allowing them to experience and explore their interests. [11:  Gatto J.T. (1992) The Seven Lesson School Teacher. Available at: http://www.newciv.org/whole/schoolteacher.txt Accessed 12.3.2019
] 

This assignment has demonstrated and critically analysed the statement that education is compulsory although school is not, showing the positives of the EOTAS and how they can be more suitable for individuals. The rights of the children with education ensures that they are provided with a range of educational choices as education is compulsory. This assignment has provided a glance of the other facilities available and the positive aspects they can provide individuals with supporting evidence with academics and educationalists agreeing with alternative approaches to education. Overall, this assignment can provide information on the different education systems there are and how these can be more suitable than school while displaying some disadvantages of the EOTAS that are mentioned.
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