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Intensive Greek I 
 

Vocabulary, Morphology, Syntax 
 
Vocabulary is the acquisition of the English meanings of words in another 
language, and other important information about speech that give crucial 
information such as gender, stems, and parts of speech. A full vocabulary entry 
in a dictionary contains all of this information. 
 
J. Morwood & J. Taylor (2002) Pocket Oxford Classical Greek Dictionary (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press) p. 232 
 
1. The noun ὁπλίτης  

• The Greek word 
• The English word 
• The gender (masculine) 
• The declension (first) 

 
2. The verb ὁπλιτεύω 

• The Greek word 
• The English word 

 
Morphology is the study of the different forms words take in a given language, 
and the changing of form to convey a change of meaning is called inflection. 
Ancient Greek is a highly inflected language, and ancient Greek morphology is 
extensive. 
 
Syntax is the grammatical function of a word in a sentence, and accurate 
translation of an ancient Greek sentence requires you to identify correctly the 
syntax of the words in that sentence. 
 
 


