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Executive Summary
The current report has shed light on the understanding the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on the learning experience of the students of University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. The study has covered some interesting reviews with a conceptual framework. Furthermore, chosen methodologies have been briefly described and both primary and secondary data have been portrayed. The study has conducted a survey. With the proper adaption of data analysis tool, those data have been analysed further. Based on the data collection and analysis, a conclusion has been made at the end of this research paper. 
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Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc47538605]Rationale
Virtual Learning Environment of VLE is one of the web-related software  process designed for facilitating teaching and learning with the utilisation of activities and tools. At present, students are utilising VLE and this can be the set of activity for completing at their own home or in class as per own pace and time. As per the report of Deloitte, the pandemic of COVID-19 has conveyed with this  notable challenges as well as a great economic and social influence around all geographies and all industries (Li and Lalani, 2020). This has demonstrated the severe role which technology has to act for permitting businesses the flexibility for transition functions for online model, which can continue for operating around the virtual consumer base. Moreover, COVID-19 is shifting the direction in which students interacts with learning and teaching support services and materials. Most of the universities are looking for emerged demand for the core services as well as identify the requirement for delivering such digitally (deloitte.com, 2020). 
In the “University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus”, their priority is the safety of their visitors, employees and learners. They are doing everything feasible for ensuring that assessment; learning and teaching preparation can carry on at the time of uncertainty, as per the guidance of the public Health authorities and the UK government. The campus of UWTSD will be ready and open for starting teaching at the starting of the new academic year as well as they look forward for welcoming returning and new students. Therefore, they are planning the blended delivery pattern that means the mix of online delivery and on-campus teaching (uwtsd.ac.uk, 2020). 
[bookmark: _Toc47538606]Objectives
1. To study the importance of Virtual Learning Environment within the educational system
2. To analyse the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on the learning experiences of student
3. To evaluate the understanding on the effectiveness of VLE for the betterment of learning
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Figure 1: Conceptual framework
Background of the development and use of VLE
According to McQuillan et al. (2020), this is problematic to explain how long visual learning environment have been in utilisation. The University of the UK has been using computers or laptop for learning and the commercial laptop or computer  based Blackboard of VLE has been patented. As per Noroozi et al. (2019), VLE has established to assist educators for creating online courses with the aid of collaborative content’s construction and interaction. Growth of the VLE identifying adverse occurrences in education has assisted both the student and tutors. 
Positive impact of VLE
As mentioned by McKenna et al. (2017), the positive impact of the utilisation of VLE on learning of students is supported by the study in University. Upper-grade basic learners utilised software collaboration tool, which enables both teachers and students for communicating online for developing their analytical skills and understanding. However, Ifinedo et al. (2018) have added that learners perform significantly improved on standardised examinations in vocabulary, language and reading. These also include actions of depth of understanding, independent though and several perspectives rather than students who do not utilise the software. 
Ledger et al. (2019) have further mentioned that with VLE, this is easy for informing which students have finished the tasks. Each student has the access to the similar resources or class materials. With message boards and forums, students can response questions as well as they can offer for advice or training for new sessions. On the other hand, Huang and Liaw (2018) have added that in some high educational centre, classroom related introverts act more likely extraverts in online discussion rather than classroom discussion. These can emerge confidence and enthusiasm, accommodate the requirements of students, promote reflection, enhanced willingness to learn as well as widely informed enriched course assessment presentation (Madathil et al., 2017). 

Figure 2: Benefits of VLE
(Source: Madathil et al., 2017)
Negative impact of VLE
As per the views of Vasilevski and Birt (2020), web-related instruction does not permit for the emotional and social communication, which occurs in traditional classrooms. With the use of longitudinal tentative design, class taught utilising VLE with the traditional lecturer led classes. Lewandowska and Jankowski (2017) have further added that there are no notable variances in experience of learning among the settings. However, it can be stated that slow internet can result in uploading homework and downloading resources difficult. In fact, Rienties et al. (2016) have claimed that VLE can complicate to utilise that is tough for the students who have restricted knowledge with laptops or computer. In addition to these, student who has poor study habit may not understand work that means he or she will fail to precede. 
Importance of VLE on independent learning
As commented by Hettiarachchi and Wickramasinghe (2016), virtual environment for studying can be contemplated as the improvement of the traditional face for face classroom setting. In fact, the influence of both is wholly different from each other. Utilising VLE is consistently not very productive in comparison to the traditional face to face discussion with respect to learning promotion as well as student prefers face-to-face teaching mostly. However, Alves et al. (2017) have added that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, virtual learning environment has taken a great place in this sector. With the help of this platform, the concepts of students’ communication become convenient as well as ease of utilisation of Blackboard. 
[bookmark: _Toc47538608]Methodology
· Research approach
According to Sapsford and Jupp (2006), research approach is the prime distinctive section among inductive and deductive initiatives. This helps to plan and proceed with the detailed process of data interpretation, analysis and collection. In the current paper, deductive research approach has been used as this study has utilised collected data for evaluating propositions based on the existing theory. 
· Research design
Creswell (2003) has mentioned that research design is the whole policy which one select for incorporating the various constraints of the paper. Descriptive research design is appropriate for this paper. This is because; this has assisted researchers to explain the VLE and the current situation of the students of University of Wales. 
· Research philosophy
This composes of various forms, however, in this research, positivism research philosophy have been adapted. The researchers have studied literature that is related on the past studies on which recognising factors such as significance of VLE, emerged rate of VLE among the students. 
· Research strategy
In this research paper, survey has been conducted as the research strategy. This has guided the researchers in order to extract the core information and the perception of the students on how VLE is effective to their learning. 
· Data collection method
Both primary and secondary data collection methods are applicable in the current study. According to Ahuja (2015), primary source is tested and tried process of productive research so that the researchers can rely. The researchers are successfully able to make recommendations on VLE usage among the students. 
· Data analysis process
For secondary, thematic analysis has been done and for primary, visual presentations of data-table and graph have been used. 
· Sample size and method
In order to conduct the survey, 15 students from the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus have been randomly selected. This technique has helped to ensure that outcomes acquired from the sample have approximated. For secondary data collection, 1 theme has been made based on the secondary sources. 
· Data collection tool
There are several data collection tools, however, for primary data, questionnaire and for secondary data, several journals from Google Scholar and internet have been utilised. For conducting survey, Survey Monkey has been utilised. 
· Ethical considerations
Based on the Data Protection Act 2018, all the collected data has been stored securely and no participants have been harmed. The respondents have been sent (via Email) the informed consent as well. 
Primary quantitative data:
Q1. What is your gender?
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES

	Male
	53.33%
8

	Female
	40.00%
6

	Other
	6.67%
1

	TOTAL
	15


Table 1: Question 1
Q2. How far do you agree with the following statement?
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES

	Moodle enriches your learning quality
	26.67%
4

	Moodle helps to learn more
	13.33%
2

	Moodle is valuable and crucial in your studies
	26.67%
4

	Moodle has positive influence on your effectiveness being a student
	33.33%
5

	TOTAL
	15


Table 2: Question 2
Q3. Does the utilisation of Visual Learning Environment in learning and teaching assist to establish you independent learning?
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES

	Yes
	80.00%
12

	No
	13.33%
2

	Maybe
	6.67%
1

	TOTAL
	15


Table 3: Question 3
Q4. Does the utilisation of VLE for learning and teaching emerge your inspiration to learn?
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES

	Yes
	73.33%
11

	No
	6.67%
1

	Maybe
	20.00%
3

	TOTAL
	15


Table 4: Question 4
Q5. How important web-based resource or material is for you?
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES

	Very important
	13.33%
2

	Extremely important
	60.00%
9

	Not much
	26.67%
4

	TOTAL
	15


Table 5: Question 5
Q6. What is the type of activity you generally use in VLE site?
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES

	Course material delivery
	6.67%
1

	Discussion forums or board
	33.33%
5

	Submitting homework
	20.00%
3

	Time table or Outline
	26.67%
4

	Communication
	13.33%
2

	TOTAL
	15


Table 6: Question 6
Q7. What is your point of view towards the effective learning environment?
	ANSWER CHOICES
	RESPONSES

	General skills
	13.33%
2

	Learning independent
	33.33%
5

	Workload
	13.33%
2

	Feedback and assessment
	26.67%
4

	Direction and clear goals
	13.33%
2

	TOTAL
	15


Table 7: Question 7
Secondary Data:
	Themes
	Authors
	Journal
	Year
	Findings

	The requirement to allow more flexible way of education delivery 
	Cross, S.,
	European Conference on e-Learning
	2019
	Learner has enough knowledge that is needed skills and access to the network allowed devices and positive or strong attitude to the usage of VLE for learning purpose. 

	
	Hayashi, A., Chen, C., Ryan, T. and Wu, J.,
	Journal of Information Systems Education
	2020
	The use of VLE is confining to accessing Moodle information and extending to learners addressing various resources. 


Table 8: Thematic data
[bookmark: _Toc47538609]Primary Data Analysis 
In the current survey, 40% of the respondents were female. About 27% of the candidates have responded that Moodle is valuable and crucial in their studies. Teachers are basic constraint affecting learner success and their involvement is the optimistic outcome of teacher productivity. About 80% of the respondents have responded positive towards the question whether Visual Learning Environment in learning and teaching assist to establish you independent learning or not. Thus, this is evident that VLE emerges learner reflection and motivate independent thinking and progressive perception. In the 4th questionnaire, when the students have been asked whether VLE has emerged their inspiration to learning or not, 7% has given negative response. Thus, it can be stated that VLE has a scale of research informed positive influenced from several aspects. 
Moreover, 13% of the students informed that web-based resources or materials are very important to them. VLE permits them to provide and in the procedure make the collective intelligence. About 27% of the students browse VLE site for taking timetable or outline of their learning. When they have been asked to what way learning environment needs to be modified, 27% of them have responded as assessment and feedback. Unlike classroom connections, where giving feedback ‘on the spot’ can be demanding and hard for students, VLE can permit for asynchronous opinion from the teacher. Thus, it is important to provide students the period they require to compose and reflect their own opinion (Refer to Appendix 1).
[bookmark: _Toc47538610]Secondary data analysis
The findings of the secondary data source highlight that the students perceive VLE to become easy for usage and are agreeably receptive towards the concept of utilising this in future as well. In the time of pandemic, the capability of VLE to permit them for accessing materials as and while then are being able to utilise or want, the discussion boards are apparent to be totally important for the educational learning. Moreover, it has been understood that both the teachers and students can save their time and with the investment in VLE, they can establish curriculum to use many time.


[bookmark: _Toc47538611]Conclusion
Based on the entire discussion, it can be concluded that the usage of VLE causes in enhancements in teaching and learning that lead to enhanced satisfaction, achievement and retention for more diverse and a greater student. The study has indicated that activities on VLE in the University of Wales and the chance to learn at the personally explained place, pace and time motivates their students. This is for taking a scale of ownership for their own learning that emerges their motivation as well as independence to learn. Thus, utilising UWTSD Moodle has the positive influence on their student learning and this would have been exciting to develop in case subject disciplines have varying influences on learning.
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Appendix 1: Primary quantitative data: Survey Monkey
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