


Stop and search element:

	The Brixton Riots has been a major event that has brought a massive impact towards the public’s perception towards the police. Murji (1985) states that since the Brixton Riots that happened in 1981 the public’s perception of the police were extremely negative with regard to police officers making over a 1000 stop and searches with only 150 individuals being arrested.  
Firstly Jackson (2015) states that in April of 1981 there was a riot that lasted two days that caused damage to many properties and serious injuries to individuals. He states that the police were unsuccessful with dealing with the Brixton riots as a result of 279 police officers being injured and the negative effect left on communities with budlings, and cars being burned down alongside mainly young black individual’s fighting against the police. This brought the public a negative view on the police with views such as racism towards individuals in the community from the police as a result of them being targeted. This is reinforced by Routledge & Schofield (2009) by stating that 38% of Brixton’s population are Black and Minority Ethnicity communities. Therefore, as a result of the challenging social issues they are faced with the targeted racism with the amount of stop and searches in the Brixton Riots towards black individual’s highlighted this. The outcome of the unnecessary and unlawful stop and searches resulted in further backlash and a negative public reaction towards the police force. This happened as a result of the media’s attention towards the police is attitudes towards young black individuals with some individuals being stop and searched multiple times with nothing found on them.  
College of Policing (2023) state that for ethnic minority individual’s disproportionate stop and searches being carried out have caused major damaging impact towards the police reputation. It is also reinforced that it is supported by communities when stop and searches are used proportionality, accountable and necessarily. Therefore, this shows that if the stop and searches are not carried out proportionately the negative impact this will have on ethnic minority is major as a result of the past incident of the Brixton Riots. It is essential that all the relevant information is used necessarily to be able to prove a sufficient stop and search with reasonable grounds. This is also reinforced by Ffrench (2021) stating that there are major concerns regarding stop and search procedures after being used disproportionately in previous incidents such as Brixton Riots. It is highlighted that even though stop and search is a crucial part of powers that police officers have that if used disproportionately can be damaging between individuals within the community and the police. Following this major event, the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1986 was introduced. After the Brixton Riots with unnecessary stop and searches being carried out highlighted the issue of racial discrimination regarding stop and search. 
Barak & Justice (2018) states that according to a study 53,858 stop and searches on ethnic minority individuals have been carried out in the United Kingdom. Evidence shows there is lack of community trust between individuals of the community and police officers often targeting younger individuals. This shows that after the Brixton Riots incident the community trust has not been properly repaired. The disproportionality within the Brixton Riots gave individual’s a negative viewpoint towards police procedures and their outlook on how they deal with situations. This is reinforced by Peplow (2019) by saying that on the 12th of April 1981 the Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir David McNee to assess the police officers anti-police disorder over the days of the riot. He stated that the Brixton riots was linked to racial issues targeting individuals within the community. Therefore, this incident does not show the police effectively with dealing with such an event neither portray them in a positive manner. The discrimination that individuals complained against with no reasonable grounds to being stop and searched enhanced tension and feud during the Brixton Riots. This went against any equality that individual’s felt as though they had and deserved that brought to light that discrimination was a massive issue that they were facing at that current time. 
The public’s reaction according to Cook (2013) portrays that racial discrimination was at its peak during the Brixton Riots with the concerning matter of black individual’s more likely to be stop and searched. This is still a concerning issue to this day with the public being outraged towards the police is actions. This is shown in the Scarman report stating that there were visible changes to policing such as PACE as a result of the issues of racial disadvantages. It also states that a key element of improving the police force is mending the relationship between the community and the police force. Smith (2017) states that the riot demonstrates the violent response to the racism received during this time. This highlights the despair that individuals went through as a result to the police s actions. This demolished any positive relationship between the public and the police when it came to the extortionate amount of unlawful stop and searches. The police are actions during the Brixton Riots left individual’s feeling betrayed by minimising the black individual's rights and using their powers to their advantage. As a result of the Brixton Riots being fuelled by stop and searched the 1,000 individual’s that were stop and searched intensified the riots massively with trends towards black individuals. 
To conclude the Brixton Riots shows that the police is capability to deal with the event was extremely negative because of the inequality shown from the disproportionality of stop and searches towards young ethnic minority individuals. It was identified that the police and other partnerships such as the government were unsuccessful with dealing with situations showing trend of racism that led to the Brixton Riots. Therefore, the public’s reaction towards the matter lead to an escalation of starting the riot. 
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