Within the presentation I talked about some of the key challenges facing the UK Drug Policy in 2020 according to the YouTube video called ‘Putting UK Drug Policy into Focus’ while also recognising the recommendations that were proposed in the film and whether current UK Drug policy has implemented these. The final part of your presentation summarised key areas that future drug policy within the UK should prioritise. 
Key challenges facing the UK drug policy in 2020 according to the video (Youtu.be, 2025) is that only a quarter of the public think that the current drug policy is working according to Duncan Stephenson who is the royal society of public health, deputy chief executive. Examples of people who supported the review of the current drug policy was the RSPH, House of commons select committee, the royal college of physician, and the media such as the Times. There has been no change in the current drug policy as the government think it is working, however, we changed from the conservative party to the labour party in 2024 so we could see some changes in the policies and labour could take another approach on the it.
Dr Jason Horsely public health consultant and former director of public health- says policies are based off ideology not evidence. Policies have made drug use criminal and so in return addicts and drug users may be reluctant to seek help and makes it harder to help those in need and so more people struggle. Therefore, resulting in more deaths as people who are addicted do not have as many opportunities to seek help as their addiction is due to consuming illegal drugs. 
One recommendation in the film was Drug Consumption rooms these are where drug users are watched while they take the drugs themselves under professional medical surveillance. Cedrick Charvat the international network of drug consumption rooms coordinator says that these rooms can help limit overdoses, drug related deaths, and provide resources to those who are struggling to quit themselves. He also states that these could better the community and the impact to the public as it gets users off the streets and provides a cleaner community. However, these rooms have not been implemented in England and Wales as the UK government does not support the creation of these facilities and has stated it will not change the law to allow for them. (GOV.UK, 2020) Although, there has been a drug consumption room made and opened in Scotland in January 2025 while it is too early for a full evaluation, initial data and extensive international evidence suggest it is already impactful in preventing overdoses and connecting users with services. (SPICe, 2025) The Welsh Government is monitoring the Glasgow consumption room with interest but has noted that the relevant drug laws are reserved to the UK government in Westminster. (The Pharmaceutical Journal, 2025)
Another recommendation that was proposed in the film was Syringe programs which are public health initiatives providing clean needles, syringes, and other injection equipment to people who inject drugs, aiming to reduce the spread of HIV, hepatitis, and other infections by preventing needle sharing and ensuring safe disposal of used equipment, while also offering harm reduction advice and connecting people to treatment. (Changegrowlive.org, 2025) Syringe programmes have been implemented globally for decades as a public health initiative to reduce harm with injecting drugs.
Naloxone is an emergency medication known as an opioid antagonist that is used to rapidly reverse the life-threatening effects of an opioid overdose. (Department of Health & Social Care, 2024) In 1 syringe of naloxone there is 5 doses you can also get it as a nasal spray. One disadvantage of naloxone is that it is expensive for the NHS and therefore giving it out to drug users will cost the NHS a lot of money. Another disadvantage is that people could start taking advantage of the fact that they have access to naloxone and will stop overthinking about overdosing, although naloxone is not always effective with and has its limitations. Some limitations are type of opioids, time since overdose, amount of opioid and duration of action. Regulations do not limit who can be supplied with naloxone by drug treatment service workers, setting out that it can only be distributed “for the purpose of saving life in an emergency.” (National Institute on Drug Abuse, 2022) The emergency does not need to be occurring at the time of supply but can be kept future emergency. This means drug treatment services can supply naloxone too, for people who use drugs, hostel and homeless shelter managers and carers or family members of people who use drugs if there is an agreement in place between them. But these individuals and services cannot pass said naloxone on to other people.
Diamorphine, also known as heroin in its illicit form, it is a potent semi-synthetic opioid used medically in a few countries, primarily the United Kingdom, Switzerland, and Canada, to relieve severe pain. Diamorphine could be an approach to limiting the drug market from a policing perspective. Statistically - the top 10% of illicit heroin users consumes 50-56% of the drug market, if they have access to prescribed heroin that takes a huge portion out of the drug market itself and is proven to limit harm and other drug use such as crack cocaine. This is known as heroin assisted therapy. Diamorphine is used for heroin-assisted treatment in England, but its availability is highly restricted. The treatment is legal under UK law, but it is not widely available, and access remains a challenge. In Wales, the situation is different, with a focus on other treatments, but the legal framework allows for it. Arranging licences to prescribe diamorphine in Wales are different from England and require specific checking with local authorities. Evidence suggests that heroin assisted therapy services are not widely, if at all, available as a mainstream treatment option in Wales. 

[bookmark: _Int_188BSnMY]The misuse of drugs in prisons is a big issue as it is one of the biggest challenges facing our criminal justice system today and drug use in prisons is now widespread, particularly in male local and category C prisons. Drug use is extremely common these days and can contribute to violence, crime, and vulnerability within prisons, which threatens safety of staff and other inmates. The prison and probation service investigated 833 deaths between December 2022 and December 2024, with 136 classified as drug related. (Parliament.uk, 2024) This just shows that the system is failing and the human cost in unacceptable. Drugs in prisons could also cause people in prisoners who have never touched a drug before in their life to start taking drugs to either fit in or because they are bored in prison and want to try something new, this could result in them possibly having a bad reaction to them and it ending in death. The commonness and patterns of drug misuse in prisons is shaped by patterns in the community.
Funding for drug services in England and Wales comes through the public health grant to local authorities, who are responsible for commissioning services. The UK government has committed additional funding as part of its 10-year drugs strategy, with £533 million of new money allocated between 2022 2023 and 2024 2025 to boost treatment and recovery services. A portion of this is targeted at the most deprived areas in England. The government announced in February 2023 that an additional £421 million through to 2025 would improve drug and alcohol addiction treatment and recovery services in England. The total funding for local authorities is intended to increase by 40% between 2020 2021 and 2024 2025. Some of the additional funding is being directed to the 50 most deprived local authorities in England to enhance their services. (The Health Foundation, 2024)
Ann Fordham - international drug policy consortium, executive director - More punishment correlation with higher harm, 8 of the highest drug related deaths in Europe are countries where you may be put in prison for possession of drugs whereas countries where drug use is not illegal they have much lower deaths per million 15-64 years old. 
The graph shows prevalence of drug use within countries of Europe, specifically opioid use, while you may be put in prison for possession of drugs in the UK and no other countries such as Spain and Portugal the use is still the highest in the UK per thousand ages 15-64.
Professor David Nutt imperial college London - decriminalisation is effective in Portugal as drug related deaths have gone down a third of what it used to be. In England and Wales, 5,565 deaths related to drug poisoning were registered in 2024, and higher than the rate recorded in 2023 which was 5,448 deaths the age-standardised mortality rate for deaths related to drug poisoning has risen every year since 2012. (Health, 2025) Just under half of all drug-poisoning deaths registered in 2024 were confirmed to involve an opiate and opioid (2,621 deaths). In Wales, there were 417 deaths related to drug poisoning registered in 2024, which is higher than the rate recorded in 2023 (377 deaths). It currently costs society almost £20 billion a year, something like £350 for every man, woman, and child in England.
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