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	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

1. understand and contribute to philosophical and practical debate concerning the concept of ‘landscape’;

2. critically evaluate the role of society, history and personal experience in contributing to perceptions of landscape;

3. critically analyse the relationship between landscape and recreation and suggest sustainable approaches to the interpretation and use of landscape for recreation.







	
TASK DESCRIPTION




Create a Reflective Fieldwork Journal (2,500 words)
As part of this module there will be a number of virtual/physical site visits as fieldwork.  You should choose two sites of your choice from those visited and the notes you took should subsequently form the basis of a reflective and critical account of the landscape at each location, the notes you take at each location should relate to the following issues:

•	Landscape Character
•	Landscape Quality
•	Designations
•	Use
•	Access
•	Future Potential

Beyond your written up fieldwork notes regarding the issues above, you should explore and discuss relevant academic and policy related literature relating to your chosen sites and also provide suggestions for sustainable approaches to recreational development at each site.  Maps, sketches and photographic evidence should be used as appropriate.  


SUBMISSION DETAILS:    

Submit by Turnitin on or before 29th April 2022
Feedback to be returned to student: on or before 27th May 2022
Reflective Fieldwork Journal
This reflective journal will look at two different venues, Llanelli Wetlands Centre and The Big Pit National Coal Mine, and critically analyse the landscape. I will do this by reflecting upon my experiences at the two locations and describe each of them accordingly, whilst paying particular attention to the characteristics of the landscape. I will then move on and describe the quality of the landscape. After this, the journal will discuss each location’s individual designations, which include the facilities’ aims and goals. Following on from this, I will consider the uses of each of the sites (past, present, and future), the accessibility of the location itself and finally the future potential that the individual locations have. This will be achieved by following Kolb’s (1984) Cycle of Experiential Learning, as I will be continuously referring to it and applying it within the journal. I will then conclude the journal with a general consensus of what has been discussed and providing a comparison of the two very different landscapes. 

Llanelli Wetlands Centre
[image: ]
Upon arrival to Llanelli Wetlands Centre (see image adjacent left), I was shocked to discover that the entrance was in close proximity to so many industrial areas. Less than 500 metres away there are recycling centres, factories, and small industrial estates. This provides quite the contrast to the Llanelli Wetlands Centre itself. This Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT) centre is made up of a 450-acre mosaic of wooded areas, lakes, scrapes, pools, streams, and lagoons; adjoining the salt marshes (WWT, 2022). This place provides the perfect environments for over 500,000 wintering birds every year (WWT, 2022). It is interesting that despite being so close to sites of industry, this area is a prime spot for the housing of fowl (see image of a Nene Goose below right).

The areas that are open to the public seemed to be heavily managed and many of the environments are more than likely man-made and engineered to ensure the area remains perfect for many different species to thrive. This may not seem natural; however, it has ensured the safety and protection of hundreds of thousands of different flora and fauna. An example of this is their success in increasing the endangered water vole population in the area, and their success in the growing family of otters (WWT, 2022) all of which is due to the successful protection of the wetlands.
[image: Figure 2. (Broadhead, 2022)
]
Llanelli Wetlands Centre is run by the WWT, so it is a charitable organisation that is run by a “community of dedicated staff, volunteers and members, brought together by a love of wetlands and a drive to protect them” (WWT, 2022). Their overall aim is to protect these unique areas to help assist nature, and to allow the public to enjoy it in all its beauty. After visiting this centre, it is clear to see the work and effort that has been put into managing and caring for this centre, and everything that it contains. I believe that if the WWT did not set up this centre then perhaps it would have been built on and industrialised like the areas surrounding it. A body of research conducted by the National Geographic found that some marsh lands like Doana National Park, in Andalusia, Spain, have reduced from 150,000 hectares (370,600 acres) to only 30,000 hectares (74,100 acres) (Bodwell. 2021). This research only stresses the importance of the WWT’s work in protecting wetland areas. 

This centre’s primary use of the area is to protect its unique landscape and to provide an educational and meaningful experience for its visitors.  Jessica Thompson, The Marketing Manager at Llanelli Wetlands Centre, commented:

"We’re a wetland conservation charity so we are actively working to create a more sustainable future – not just for our visitor centres – by restoring and creating more wetland habitats around the world.  Our visitor centres exist to educate and engage people with wetlands and sustainable solutions" (Thompson, 2022). 

I personally noticed this ethic when we visited the centre. From the organic produce in the café, to the electric vehicles the staff used to get around the facility, and to the fun and educational rooms and subsequent signage; the centre was designed to provide visitors with an engaging experience. It was also interesting to see such an outdoor-based place ensuring that it was accessible to all. 

Access to outdoor-based centres are often plagued with not being inclusive (Museum Association, 2016). However, I felt that this WWT facility had given this a lot of thought, ensuring that almost everything had ramps for wheelchair access; along with some information boards being written in braille. Upon reflection, I did notice that the venue itself is easily accessible by road, but not so easy by foot. I believe that is due to the site being situated on a main road. To address this access problem the centre should perhaps campaign for a road cycle lane and better footpaths to be built. This would improve both the safety for pedestrians, as well as decreasing carbon emissions produced by their visitors. This would incorporate nicely with their site-specific sustainability features that they already have. Llanelli Wetlands Centre already have a lot of sustainability features in-place to ensure that they are a ‘greener’ facility; some of the implementations that they have made are presented below: 
“All the electricity that we use on our sites is from renewable sources (made by wind turbines or solar panels); … boilers with new much more efficient ones to save energy and money; … Wastewater from the site is treated on site using natural processes; … We are zero waste to landfill; …  All the meat that we source is from local, high welfare sources; …  All the eggswe sell are free range” (Llanelli Wetlands Centre, 2019).
The above information shows how the centre have already attempted to become more sustainable and as of 2019 their buildings’ carbon footprint was 48% less than in 2014 (Llanelli Wetlands Centre, 2019). With this in mind, it is clear to see that this centre is working hard to battle their carbon footprint and become a more sustainable facility; whilst also endeavouring to support the wildlife that live there (see images of a Moorhen, Bufflehead Duck and Goldeneye Duck above) and encourage people to come and visit the site.

The Big Pit National Coal Mine
[image: Big Pit National Coal Museum | Museu.MS]
The quarry known as The Big Pit National Coal Mine is situated in South-east of the Brecon Beacons in the town and community of Blaenavon. It is an ex-mine that was closed in 1980 and re-opened as a museum three years later as part of the Amgueddfa Cymru / National Museum Wales (National Museum Wales, 2022). The ‘Big Pit’ was originally known as Kearsley’s Pit and was formed from an amalgamation of the following mines: ‘Coity Pits, Dodd’s Slope, Coity Level, Blaenavon New Mine, Elled Drift, Forge Pit, Forge Slope and Forge Level’ (Blaenavon, 2022). 
The town is steeped in rich Welsh mining history and culture, which was made abundantly clear throughout the tour. When you arrive at the museum, the first thing you notice it the giant lift structure to get you in and out of the mine. The next thing you may observe are the two old steam engines outside the entrance. This is a tribute to the import and export of this facility and all the different industries that it supported in doing so, in the context of industrialisation and wider globalisation. The tour itself was an extremely interesting experience, it began with a kit up of helmets, head torches, belt, battery and self-rescuers (similar to a gas mask). We then descended into the mine in the enormous elevator down the central shaft. From there, we were guided through the upper tunnels of the mine, where we were educated about the Big Pit, the working industrial life and conditions, and the mining industry in general. When listening to the guide it was interesting hearing about what he felt the community lost when the mine was shut.

[image: ]The image on the above demonstrates the size of the industry throughout the valley in the early 1900s. The brown coloured buildings depict what the Big Pit once looked like, and the baby blue shows where the old steel works was. I found it fascinating how one mine shutting down can affect all the other surrounding industries. It is also interesting to see how much the landscape has changed as a result of this. It is clear from this image that the landscape has inevitably changed a lot since 1900. But what is surprising is how many industrial buildings have been lost. This stresses the importance of this site, as The Big Pit National Coal Mine was converted into a museum, which protected and preserved a rich Welsh culture and heritage for future generations to come. 

[image: Big Pit Filming Location in South Wales | National Museum Wales]The Big Pit National Coal Mine not only contains history of a landscape past, but also a whole culture that would not be remembered in the same way without it. An interesting aspect of this museum is that they employ ex-minors that worked in the Big Pit. This gives a unique insight into what it really was like working within the mines. When listening to the guides you can gather a real understanding of what it was like down there, and you can sense how passionate they are about the work they did. The Big Pit National Coal Mine, as well as supplying over 75 jobs to the local community, also works hard to remain a key aspect of Blaenavon. Dai Price the Head of Museum at Amgueddfa Cymru / National Museum Wales stated that they work closely with the local community, stating that: "Big Pit is an active member of the Blaenavon World Heritage Site and is involved in a number of initiatives in the local community such as Big Pit’s Intergenerational Group" (Price, 2022).  This aims to bring older and younger generations together, thus encouraging a breakdown of the barriers which exist between said generations, whilst also supporting members of the community who may be experiencing or living with dementia (National Museum Wales. 2020). This is just one of the “initiatives” that this museum facilitates in the effort to support its surrounding community. 



Since its closure in 1980 the mine ceased to excavate coal, and since its reopening in 1983 it has been used as a learning tool to educate people of all ages about the world of coal mining (see image above). Unfortunately, due to its “arduous” nature, the tour of the pit is not as inclusive regarding accessibility (National Museum Wales, 2022), as perhaps the aforementioned Llanelli Wetlands Centre. As the narrow tunnels and steep steps will make it hard for anyone with access problems to get around. As for above ground, the museum itself is made up of a number of old buildings that were on an industrial site. That is in fact on "the side of a steep hill and on a number of different levels and although there are ramps provided, they themselves are quite long” (National Museum Wales, 2020). Upon reflection I noted that the hill to the museum was also rather steep and people walking to the venue from Blaenavon’s centre may struggle because it takes around 20-25 minutes, and cycling could take 10-15 minutes. Access by car is relatively easier and there is private parking for visitors of the museum. 

[bookmark: _Hlk102138468]The Big Pit National Coal Mine is part of a larger group of museums under the care of Amgueddfa Cymru / National Museum Wales who oversee several facilities, ensuring that they remain open for years to come. In terms of their sustainability, The Big Pit National Coal Mine does aim to be ‘eco-friendlier’. They are part of the “Amgueddfa Cymru 2030 Strategy that includes the theme of ‘Help safeguard and restore nature and the environment” (Price, 2022). Price (2022) furthermore states that they are:

“Researching into possible sustainability upgrades [and] we are looking at the potential to make significant reductions to our carbon footprint through changes to our operations and buildings on site.
Some of the things we are looking into include solar power, the use of heat source pumps and better insulation of some of our buildings”.


This strategy could drastically cut down their carbon footprint and pave a greener future for The Big Pit National Coal Mine. But this process may take time, as Price (2022) pointed out that due to a combination of the cost and the large quantity of buildings that are listed, there are limits to what they can and cannot do. However, in regard to this, he said, “it is a firm commitment of ours and is part of the Welsh Government’s plan to be carbon neutral by 2030” (Price, 2022). He also added that they currently meet the BS8555 Seren Scheme environmental standard and have done so for a number of years (Price, 2022). The implementation of an Environmental Management System grades facilities on their environmental impact and the BS8555 Seren Scheme is a high level of award that can be achieved (Seren Scheme, 2022). This means that the Big Pit is already meeting environmental standards. But Price and his team wish for all the Amgueddfa Cymru / National Museum Wales to improve sustainability across all the museums (Price, 2022).  They are “also working with Swansea University’s Specific team to look at any innovative options as part of our future planning” (Price, 2022). They are doing this in the hope that they can make all the museums under Amgueddfa Cymru / National Museum Wales, more sustainable. 


Conclusion

In conclusion, after visiting both very different venues and now reflected upon my experiences, it is clear to me that these are two vastly contrasting facilities. However, they do have similar aims and objectives. The Big Pit National Coal Mine was set up to ensure the survival of a Welsh heritage and tradition, and Llanelli Wetlands Centre was set up to ensure the survival of many different animals and a struggling landscape. Both having a sense and passion for sustainability, education and preservation. My abstract conceptualisation of the two experiences has allowed me to learn and analyse upon my own reflections. Abstract conceptualisation is where a person can recall on their experience and study what went well and what could have gone better (Kolb, 1984, p.30). This is a key aspect in Kolb’s (1984) Cycle of Experiential Learning, as it is the point of which a person can better understand an experience. In my case, writing this reflective journal has permitted me to gain a greater sense of place within the landscape and a better understanding of the locations I visited. Whilst also allowing me to consider the ways in which each of them are successful and what they could both maybe do to improve their sites for the future and generations to come. This process of reflecting upon an experience has allowed me to engage with the history of each location, as well as permitting me to learn more about what steps they have made to be more sustainable. Looking to the future this process of reflecting upon my experiences will be extremely beneficial allowing me to learn more about different places and gain a better sense of place within different locations and is a skill I will actively practice in the future. 
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