Research Proposal – To analyse the difference in treatment of refugees and asylum seekers in rural communities in comparison to large urban areas in Wales. 
Introduction 
I propose further research into the treatment and quality of life of refugees and asylum seekers in Wales through exploring how difference in environment, rural and urban, affect the way that refugees and asylum seekers settle in Wales. This research will contribute to information already available in the field of migration studies on how refugees and asylum seekers settle into their host country, it will also look to add to the field by further investigating and highlighting any differences that environment has on peoples abilities to settle and to be accepted. This research is important because it will look to demonstrate and highlight any flaws in the welsh system that refugees and asylum seekers have to go through, it is also good for showing how environment can impact peoples health, mental health and ability to settle into a community. 
The has been a seeming increase in migration globally, with many news sources refereeing to it as a refugee crisis (BBC 2016). Wales is a country that has a positive reception to refugees and asylum seekers, with the biggest groups being found in Cardiff and Swansea (Summers-Rees n.d, p.1). Although the biggest proportion of refugees and asylum seekers in Wales are in Urban cities there are Groups that live in more rural areas. ‘Hay, Brecon and Talgarth sanctuary for Refugees’ (HBTSR) is a registered charity based in rural Wales that supports Asylum seekers and refugees in Wales ‘Co-ordinating a local response to the refugee crisis.’ (HBTSR, 2020). This is just one example of a rural charity that is involved with refugees and asylum seekers. With refugees and asylum seekers facing a lot of negative press it is important to remember the people and the stories that they have, and this research proposal looks to shed light on issues that refugees and asylum seekers face when arriving in Wales. 
Overview
The findings from this research will potentially highlight any differences in the way that refugees and asylum seekers are treated, it will also look at how must easier or difficult it was for refugees and asylum seekers to settle into their new environments. The start of this research will begin by looking at previous research in the field of migration studies and the plight of refuges and asylum seekers settling into a new country. There is a lot of information that is available and looking at this will help own research and help to make improvements. It will look to further add to the body of knowledge on how asylum seekers and refugees acculturate to not only a different culture but also environments. This research is important as it could help other and future refugees and asylum seekers that come to Wales to settle better into their environments and to analyse quality of life of people in these two different environmental settings. Looking at specific indicators that will be used to look at making it able to draw key analysis and similar data points. A part of this study could also look at the views and opinions of refugees and asylum seekers considering their views on their current situation and how they feel about their treatment and assimilation. 
Key focus points for research: 
· Migration 
· Mental health                                    
· Community relations 
· Acculturation 
· Environment 
Limitations of this study can be found when looking at emotions, this can be a hard thing to measure and accurately assess. There is also the issue of time, this research could be better analysed and critiqued if it was conducted over a longer period of time and there could be many other further aspects analysed in relation to this research other than the proposed research. 
Review of existing material 
There is a lot of existing material on refugees and Asylum seekers in Wales that is published by the Welsh Assembly Government. The Welsh Assembly publications on Refugees and asylum seekers will be used to show what the welsh assembly stance is on the current ‘migrant crisis’. 
· The Welsh government sources are good because they show what Wales’ current stance is on migration and on refugees and asylum seekers. An example of a government document that will be used is the ‘Nation of Sanctuary- refugee and Asylum seeker plan’ (2019). This is a document that outlines Wales plan of action in 2019, puts forwards Actions, and organisation that will be apart of making them happen. This is a good and reliable source that outlines not only the welsh governments stance but also what actions they are taking to include refugees and asylum seekers into Wales. 
· Book sources on migration will also be used, the book ‘Foundations of international migration law’ looks at ‘Refugees and asylum’ in chapter 7 (Hathaway 2012) This source gives background information on migration law that many refugees and asylum seekers face. This source highlights many different aspects of migration including the politics and law, looking at the background and law is a good was to begin starting research. 
· Other sources that will be explore are the two main refugee and asylum seeker charities that will be the focused on for this study and potentially other organisation. Their Websites are a good source of information that show their stances on migration and also any differences in organisations that are based in different environments. 
Methodology 
This section will set out in stages the way that this research will take place demonstrating the approaches that will take place highlighting the combination of secondary and primary research. 
· The start of this research will begin by looking at and collating secondary research that is already been conducted in the field which will help to inform my own work and look for areas that have potentially not been explored. 
· Contact refugee and Asylum seekers organisation to see if my research topic would be a good idea and if they knew anyone willing to take part. 
· Look at budget and to see if there are any costs to this research. Initial thoughts draw to travel and transports to and for organisations where primary research would be conducted. 
· Begin by forming and writing up questions to ask refugees and asylum seekers, looking to use open ended questions that give the people the opportunity to speak about their own person experiences on their migration journey, their reception in Wales and how the
environment has affected how they settle. 
· Form Questions that could be asked to workers in refugee and asylum seekers organisations on their opinions on how the environment has affect refugees and asylum seekers. 
· Put together consent forms that follow the appropriate ethical guidelines for conducting field research which will be used and explained fully to any participants in the research and guarantee anonymity. 
· Potentially, conduct primary field research spending two days at each environment (rural and Urban). 
· Gather and look at information collated to analyse and draw comparisons of data between results of rural and urban. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Begin writing up study. 

 
