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[the source]

To all those throughout Sicily to whom the name of bishop or cleric has been assigned, Brother Geoffrey Malaterra signifies himself with the signing of his name. Handed down from the ancient philosophers to the generations who have followed them, the custom has grown up that the deeds of brave men should be recorded in writing and transmitted to posterity. This prevents actions which ought to be remembered, and those who have performed them, being consigned to oblivion; and, even more, it enables those deeds which have been entrusted to writing and are read about and known by future generations, to make those who did them seem to live on through the memory of their lives. So Sallust argues - an author much admired by historians - when he writes at the beginning of his book, saying: 'Every man who wishes to rise superior to the animals should strive his hardest to avoid passing his life in obscurity, like the beasts of the field which go with their faces to the ground and are the slaves of their bellies'. 
[ . . . ]
They are a most astute people, eager to avenge injuries, looking rather to enrich themselves from others than from their native fields. They are eager and [indeed] greedy for profit and power, hypocritical and deceitful about almost everything, but between generosity and avarice they take a middle course. Their leaders are however very generous since they wish to achieve a great reputation. They know how to flatter, and are much addicted to the cultivation of eloquence, to such an extent that one listens even to their young boys as though they were trained speakers. And unless they are held in thrall by the yoke of justice, they are a most unbridled people. When circumstances require they are prepared to put up with hard work, hunger and cold; they are much addicted to hunting and hawking, and they delight in fancy clothes and elaborate trappings for their horses and decorations on their other weapons. They derive the name of their land from their own name: north in the English language means 'the northern wind' [aquilonis plaga], and since they come from the north they are called Normans and their land Normandy.













Led by Roger of Calabria in 1061, the Norman Invasion of Sicily concluded with the conquest of the formally fragmented island in 1090.[footnoteRef:1] It was around this time that Geoffrey Malaterra, an Italian chronicler, began preserving the history of the Norman Conquest of Sicily in his Deeds of Count Roger of Calabria and Sicily and of Duke Robert Guiscard his brother.	  [1:  Dennis Angelo Castillo, “Norman Malta” in The Maltese Cross: The History of Malta (Greenwood Publishing Group: 2006), p. 30.] 

As a contemporary of the court of Roger I, Geoffrey Malaterra would have been exposed to Norman traditions, as well as experiencing court life, which at the time would have been the epicentre of politics and culture in Sicily.[footnoteRef:2] As such, Malaterra’s source offers valuable insight into Norman life from the perspective of an outsider. Malaterra probably chose to begin his Deeds of Count Roger in 1090, the same year as the Norman Conquest of Sicily, in order to record the military successes and prowess of Roger of Calabria. Roger I had indeed commissioned Malaterra to chronicle his deeds, perhaps indicating that the conqueror sought justification of his power, as well as creating a lasting legacy for future generations to read, despite the possibility that Roger never even read it.[footnoteRef:3]   [2:  Elizabeth van Houts, “Geoffrey Malaterra, Deeds of Count Roger and his brother Duke Robert” in The Normans in Europe (Manchester University Press: 2000), p. 99. ]  [3:  Ewan Johnson, “Normandy and Norman Identity in Southern Italian Chronicles” in Proceedings in the Battle Conference 2004, ed. John Gillingham (Boydell Press: 2005), p.99.] 

Due to Roger’s patronage of Malaterra’s Deeds, we must consider the source with a degree of scepticism, as it is probable that Malaterra chose only to include details the Normans would have been favourable of, and therefore omitted any details that may reflect negatively on the Normans. Another limitation of Malaterra’s source is the authenticity of his own sources of the Normans. Although Malaterra was a contemporary of the court of Roger I, his sources from the battlefields of the Norman Conquest of Sicily were presumably all oral and more than likely came from the knights of Roger’s army who potentially emphasised details or only recalled information from their point of view.[footnoteRef:4] Additionally, although Malaterra began writing his Deeds in 1090 and could potentially recall details of the Norman Invasion of Sicily from his own memory, any information of the Normans before 1090 were likely to be vague and disjointed. As such, an historian must consider the validity and authenticity of Malaterra’s sources, for never once does Malaterra identify them.[footnoteRef:5] In short, although we may consider Malaterra’s Deeds to be of great value into the histories and background of the Normans, we must also read it with a degree of scepticism for it is possible that the chronicler exaggerated or even fabricated the tales of the Normans in order to create an image that the Norman leaders sought.  [4:  Georgios Theotokis, “Primary Sources and the Problems of Military History: Geoffrey Malaterra” in Norman Campaigns in the Balkans, 1081 – 1108 (Boydell & Brewer Ltd: 2014), p. 10.]  [5:  Georgios, Theotokis, “Primary Sources and the Problems of Military History: Geoffrey Malaterra” in Norman Campaigns in the Balkans, 1081 – 1108 (Boydell & Brewer Ltd: 2014), p. 11.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk529457973]Malaterra begins the source by explaining the “ancient” custom of recording the “deeds of brave men” in order to preserve the histories so that they are not “consigned to oblivion”. Malaterra goes on to write that the recording of such history is essential, for it enables “future generations” to read and learn of the past. Malaterra claims that the history he writes ensures that the deeds of the Normans are “transmitted to posterity”, an indication that the Normans encouraged the recording of their history to project an attractive image of their military capabilities and prowess to future generations in order to achieve a “great reputation”. 
[bookmark: _Hlk529541237]Malaterra presents the Normans as “eager to avenge injuries”, implying that they are violent and military-minded. However, further in the extract, Malaterra writes that the Normans are “addicted to the cultivation of eloquence”, suggesting that the Normans were also successful diplomats. The diplomacy of the Normans is praised in other contemporary works, including that of William of Apulia, who considered the Norman leaders “wise in counsel”, implying that praise for both Norman military prowess and diplomacy was widespread, despite certain historians maintaining the stance that the Normans were uninterested in “the ideology of overlordship and empire”.[footnoteRef:6] [6: 6 Stephen Marritt, Proceedings in the Battle Conference 2009, ed. C. P. Lewis (Boydell & Brewer: 2010), p. 184.] 

Unlike chroniclers such as William of Apulia who typically chronicled Norman leaders,[footnoteRef:7] arguably the source is a synecdoche of the Normans, going so far as to contrast the “hypocritical and deceitful” Normans to their “generous” leaders. Malaterra explains that the leaders in particular are “astute”, as well as addicted to the “cultivation of eloquence” and “hunting and hawking”, suggesting that the Norman leaders were cultured people who lived lavishly. In a separate source about Tancred, the father of Roger and Robert, Malaterra says that the prince was “much addicted to such a sport”,[footnoteRef:8] reinforcing the idea that the Normans led lavish lives and considered hunting more of a past-time than a necessity, an indication of their wealth. [7:  William of Apulia, The Deeds of Robert Guiscard. ]  [8:  Geoffrey Malaterra, The Deeds of Count Roger of Calabria and Sicily and of Duke Robert Guiscard his brother, cited in Elizabeth Van Houts, “The Normans in Normandy”, The Normans in Europe (Manchester University Press: 2000) p. 100.] 

Malaterra writes that the Normans sought to “enrich themselves from others”, implying that the Normans embraced the multiculturalism of Sicily. Certainly, the architecture and administrative techniques that the Normans adopted from other cultures indicate that the multiculturalism of Sicily was beneficial to the Normans, in the very least enabling the Normans to “shape a political identity”.[footnoteRef:9] The Normans additionally benefited from the economy of Sicily, a “valuable prize” which relied on trade routes to thrive.[footnoteRef:10] The Normans, Malaterra writes, were “greedy for profit”, with the wealth that they amassed likely contributing to the lavish lifestyle, “fancy clothes and elaborate trappings” that the Normans enjoyed. From this, we can argue that the Normans were advantageous, who only invaded Sicily for personal gain.  [9:  Eleni Tounta, “The Norman Conquerors between Epos and Chanson de Geste: The Perception of Identities in Cultural Flows” in Norman Tradition and Transcultural Heritage: Exchange of Cultures in the ‘Norman’ Peripheries of Medieval Europe, ed. Stefan Burkhardt, Thomas Foerster (Routledge: 2016), p. 146.]  [10:  James A. Corrick, The Late Middle Ages (Lucent Books: 1995), p. 63.] 

However, despite their lavish lifestyle, Malaterra writes that the Normans “put up with hard work, hunger and cold”, presenting the Normans as resilient and ambitious who succeed through sheer determination. Despite this, aside from the “yoke of justice” and the avenging of one’s injuries that bounds the Normans to their duty, the Normans are described as being otherwise “unbridled” people, potentially indicating that the Normans were difficult to constrain. Certainly, Malaterra creates a divide between the “beasts of the field” that he mentions in the source, and the Normans, who are unshackled by duty. Indeed, certain chroniclers likened the Normans to a “fierce wolf”,[footnoteRef:11] highlighting the divide between the Normans and those whom the “beasts of the field” represent. Despite this, Robert Guiscard is compared to a “dog” in the Life of Leo IX, a blatant downplay of Norman status, implying that the Normans could eventually be tamed, and emphasising that not every contemporary chronicler considered the Normans favourably.[footnoteRef:12] [11:  Dudo of St Quentin, Gesta Normannorum, Chapter 10, ed. Felice Lifshitz.]  [12:  Life of Leo IX, cited in Ian Robinson, The Papal Reform of the Eleventh Century: Lives of Pope Leo IX and Pope Gregory VII (Manchester University Press: 2004), p. 135.] 

At the conclusion of the source, Malaterra offers an explanation of where the Normans derived their name, explaining that the word ‘north’ in the English language “means the northern wind”. Similarly, William of Apulia also explains where the Normans derived their name in his texts and describes the Normans as “men of the North wind”.[footnoteRef:13] Malaterra probably chose to include this information in order to assert the fact that the source is about the Normans, emphasising their dominance and reminding the readers of Malaterra’s sources of the successes of the Normans.  [13:  William of Apulia, cited in Graham Loud, The Age of Robert Guiscard: Southern Italy and the Norman Conquest (Routledge: 2014), p.81.] 

The tone of the source is arguably one of admiration, particularly for the diplomacy of the Norman leaders that we often see little of in contemporary sources, that instead often place importance on Norman military prowess. Although terminology such as “deceitful” and “addicted” potentially present an undercurrent of criticism in Malaterra’s text, in my opinion it only offers an alternative and realistic insight into the lives of the Normans, as well as presenting them as advantageous people who needed to be “greedy” in order to further their positions. On the whole, whilst not a sycophantic text, Malaterra was seemingly genuinely admirable of the Normans, as is made clear in this source as well as his wider body of work. 
	In conclusion, the source is valuable in providing an insight into the nature of the Normans, and certainly would assist an historian’s understanding of Norman identity, as well as broadening one’s perspective of Norman leadership. Whilst arguably not as sycophantic as other contemporary chroniclers, Malaterra certainly praises the Normans as a whole. As such, we must approach the source with a degree of scepticism, for it is likely that Malaterra omitted negative details of the Normans in order to appease the Norman leaders. Additionally, one cannot be certain of the authenticity of Malaterra’s sources, which would pose a problematic limitation to an historian. The fact that so much has been chronicled of Roger of Calabria and Robert Guiscard is testament to their successes in Sicily, as well as a indicating that the Normans were worthy of recording, thus achieving the Norman aim to create a lasting legacy. 
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