



Our world has experienced many terrorist groups that have threatened people’s day to day lives, the government and governmental bodies. The term terrorist and terrorism are used widely across many countries with utmost confusion as to what those terms actually mean. BBC security correspondent Frank Gardner (2020) expresses that the war on terror is unlikely to end any time soon. Because just like crime occurs and will continue to occur, terrorism can only be reduced to what officials declare as being at the "manageable level".


There is no specific terminology or definition for the word Terrorist. Many countries around the world cannot agree on one specific definition as many view it differently. Terrorism is defined in the United Kingdom as the use or threat of using, action to influence the government or to try and intimidate the general public
A definition should be established to be able to understand why people may turn to terrorism, and what can be labelled as terrorism. There are over 109 definitions (Schmidt & Jongman, 1988).






There are multiple approaches to defining terrorism these are; legal, academic and
political that all would establish ‘terrorism’ as something different to one another.
Even though there is a lot of confusion around the globe around the term “terrorism” and
this will continue to be as it is a topic that is continued to be discussed by government
bodies, it is expressed that ‘Terrorism is an international modern 
scourge’ commented the Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales. Larkin (2013)
states that, many people would not disagree with this statement, terrorism has caused a 
lot of damage both physically and mentally to many of the population. The government’s 
responsibility is to protect the general public from terrorism and follow the law of 
‘Preventing, investigating and prosecuting terrorism’. Many also agree on this but still to 
this day a definition of terrorism cannot be agreed upon. 
The Home office responded to Lord Carlile’s recommendations on the definition of 
terrorism in 2007, Lord Carlile stated that “there is no single definition of terrorism that 
command full international approval” to which the Home Office agreed and accepted 
that conclusion as stated prior there is no universal definition for terrorism, that is 
continued to be debated by international committees.
The United Kingdom has its own act created in 2000 to make provision about terrorism 
(Terrorism Act 2000). The act has been updated multiple times during the 21 years of 
activity, mainly between 2011-2021.The word itself “terrorism” is defined in section 1(1) 
of the Act (Terrorism Act 2000) means the use or threat of action where; the action falls 
within subsection (2), the use or threat of use is designed to influence the Government 
or to try and intimidate the general public or section of the public, and the use or threat 
of using is done in the idea of implementing a political, racial, religious, or ideological
cause.


Al Qaeda began as a group of Muslims that fought the Soviet Union during the late 1970s and 1980s. After the Soviet Union withdrew from Afghanistan in the year 1989, the group Al Qaeda was founded to take on any future jihads which means holy wars (Al Qaeda: Facts About the Terrorist Network and Its History of Attacks, 2018). There has been more than 10 years of the “war on Terror” that they have been involved in with around 80 other countries involved with around 241,000 people dying and 71,344 civilians on both sides of Afghanistan and Pakistan.
The leader and founder now deceased Osama bin Laden had a vision where he wanted to create frontline soldiers/fighters who would be able to lead the ‘global jihad’ project and unite hundreds of jihadists struggling against their own government under a single spotlight of shared viewpoints. Jihadism is a militant Islamic movement rooted from the West. For regional jihadists, pledging their allegiance towards Bin Laden and endorsing the brand of Al Qaeda meant that they would obtain access to multiple resources such as; expertise, money, weapons and most importantly training which in the area that Al Qaeda established was very important (Byman, 2015).




Before the fatal day of September 11th, 2001, many Americans and people across the globe knew little or nothing at all about Al Qaeda or Osama Bin Laden.
 In 1997 Osama Bin Laden did his first interview with Western Media, he stated that "The US today, as a result of the arrogant atmosphere, has set a double standard, calling whoever goes against its injustice a terrorist. It wants to occupy our countries, steal our resources, impose on us agents to rule us." Clearly indicating as to why Himself and his group Al Qaeda are against the United States(CNN March 1997 interview with Osama bin Laden).
Al Qaeda is stated to be a complex Islamist terrorist network made up of regional affiliate organisations (ADL, 2021). Most participants can be found to be split up around the globe some still found in the middle east whilst others can be found in the West. Peter Arnett stated in an interview with CNN in (2001), that he believes that Bin Laden represents the aspirations and desires of many Middle Eastern extremist groups. Their basic mission is to install Islamic fundamentalist regimes in all Islamic countries and carry out extremist attacks on the western world that they deem as infidels as they are not followers of Sharia which means Islamic Law. Al Qaeda also on more occasions than once have attacked areas of the middle east to be able to gain more territory for their jihad. They do this in order to induce scaremongering people into following their own Islamic beliefs, as they view themselves as superior to any other.


An ideology is a set of opinions or beliefs of a group or an individual. Very often ideology refers to a set of political beliefs or a set of ideas that characterize a particular culture (Vocabulary.com, n.d.).
Most jihadists groups located in our society today can be classified as Salafi-jihadists, these include Al Qaeda and ISIS. Al Qaeda has very exclusivist views on the fact that their approach towards the Islam beliefs is and should be the only authentic one, Salafi-jihadists frequently try to justify their violence against other Muslims and the public by recourse to takfir meaning accusing another fellow Muslim to be an apostate which is when a Muslim abandons Islam through stating so, through thought or by committing a deed (Hamid and Dar, 2016).
Unfortunately, it cannot be agreed upon what Al Qaeda’s specific Ideology is, many resources state different ideas as the correct ideology however, from the research conducted by multiple other sources, it is clear that there is no true definition. 
For Al Qaeda, The religious motive for terrorism is overriding and indeed, the religious imperative for terrorism is the most important defining characteristic of terrorist activity today (Hoffman, 2006, p.82)
Al Qaeda believes that its ‘’ideology is grounded on the assertion that weak and corrupt leadership is to blame for the decline of the Muslim community’’ (Gregg, 2010, p. 295).
It is stated that Al Qaeda’s ideology is also that Muslims should be obligated to defend their faith in any way shape or form. 


In John Waterbury’s (2017) review of Salafi-Jihadism: The History of an Idea he paraphrases the five main ideologies of Salafi-Jihadism as “jihad (holy war), tawhid (the oneness of God), hakimiyya (true Islamic Government), al-wala wal-bara (loyalty to divine truth and disavowal of untruth and polytheism), takfir(the naming of disbelievers).”
The book Inside Terrorism by Bruce Hoffman (2006 p. 82) states the words of Osama Bin Laden, towards the general public and the Western world that “I tell it and its people these few words: I swear by almighty God, who raised the heavens without pillars that neither the United States nor he who lives in the United States will enjoy security before we can see it as a reality in Palestine and before all the infidels armies leave the land of Muhammad, may God’s peace and blessing be upon him”.  Osama Bin Laden tended to speak up and out about Al Qaeda’s intentions quite publicly, warning the western world on what he and his terrorist group were going to do. 
Lastly, Shiraz Maher (2016) explains in his book Salafi Jihadism The History of An Idea how that Salafi Jihadism could be seen as a particular ideology, competing within Islamic principle for dominance on its theological outlook. Alternatively, it could also be seen as a total ideology, given that the universality of its nature based, on Islamic universalism towards a desire to consume and aggregate the entirety of both human existence and organisation within its systems.




Al Qaeda in its time of existing has tormented the entire world through various terror attacks, most memorably the attack that commenced on what the world refers to as ‘9/11’, In New York on the 11th of September 2001 Al Qaeda provided the stimulus for the worldwide war on terror. Tuesday 11 September 2001 is firmly etched into the minds of millions of people worldwide who watched in utter disbelief as multiple airplanes had been hijacked by Al-Qaeda terrorists, crashing them into the twin towers of the World Trade Centre and the Pentagon, killing thousands of people. A further aircraft destined for Washington crashed into a field in Pennsylvania after the terrorists were thwarted by passengers from achieving their goal of attacking the White House which is the official residence and workplace of the President of the USA (Blake et al, 2012). Which relates back to the definition of terrorism as in the UK’s Terrorism Act (2000) it states that “terrorism” means the use or threat of action where the action falls within subsection if it; a) involves serious violence against a person or persons, b) involves serious damage to property, C) endangers a person’s life, other than that of the person committing the action or d) creates a serious risk to the safety of the public. In the case of 9/11, its event falls into most of the categories that label these actions as terrorism, showing that most of the Terrorism Act (2000) is accurate as describing potentially what terrorism is. 
‘’Analysing post 9/11 data until the end of 2015 produces evidence that is consistent with the idea that Al-Qaeda is systematically attacking more when news coverage is higher’’ (Jetter, 2017, p.33).


Even though Al Qaeda was founded before the creation of the internet in 1983 it quickly became accumulated with how the internet worked when the internet became mainstream in 2000 with around 361 million users, comparing that now to January 2021 where there are now 4.66 billion internet users worldwide which is 59.5% of the global population. This highlights that the terrorist organisation is able to reach and recruit any of the 4.66 billion users as using the internet is easy and it “makes it easy for an individual to communicate with relative anonymity, quickly and effectively across borders, to an almost limitless audience.’’ (UNODC, 2012, p.3). Al Qaeda became accumulated to Web 1.0 which was the first stages of the Internet and the evolution of the world wide web, creating its own website to be able to post it information and state what they do. 
Once the Web moved to its 2.0 version this was when social media became popular in 2004 with the launch of the first social media space called Myspace, a couple of years later Facebook was launched in the year 2008 with approximately 200 million users and as of 2019 it had around 2 billion users. The growth of social media has help terrorist groups like Al Qaeda to spread their information worldwide and recruit more people from across the globe, with radicalistaion. Radicalisation is the process where a vulnerable young person or adult changes their perception and beliefs due to being exposed to some sort of extremist influence, which could be done online, through publications or any possible one to one direct contact, this leads to them becoming more extremist in nature which then may result in extremist actions taking place (Middlesbrough Council, n.d.).


Unfortunately, due to the actions of Al Qaeda, Muslims are 3 times more likely to be labelled as extremists. Robert Lambert (2011) comments in his book Countering Al-Qaeda that because of how Muslims have been treated “Trust, legitimacy, and reputation are crucial issues for both parties (Muslim communities & Police Force) and a gain for one will invariably involve a loss for the other. However, when section of Muslim communities perceive that policing has been suborned by hostile political imperatives driving a deeply resented war on terror, trust building will become difficult.” indicating that Muslims are effected on a day to day basis because of how terrorist groups have caused a bias of opinion towards the Islam Religion.
Al-Qaeda have and will always be viewed as one of the most dangerous and impacting terrorism related group even though they are not the key and only terrorist group in the world anymore. During an interview with an unnamed US Government official, M.Hirsh quotes that “The war on terror is over," in part because the key elements of Al-Qaeda’s vast network and logistics trail for planning and launching attacks have been essentially destroyed(Foust, 2012).
Al Qaeda has been ran back into the shadows due to new terrorist groups arising such as ISIS and the Taliban which are now much bigger than Al Qaeda. A couple of year back, ISIS and Al Qaeda were affiliated however since then Al Qaeda as an organisation came forward stating that ISIS has nothing to do with them as they do not follow and relate to the same ideology anymore. This situation thus begs the question, “is Al Qaeda really no longer relevant?” If they are or they are not, what is behind recent developments of Al Qaeda affiliates that have caused severe security degradation in the Middle East and West of Africa back in 2015? (Lee, 2015).
To conclude, as stated prior the definition for terrorism is a confusing topic for many professionals due to the fact that not one countries government can agree upon the same views. Many however can agree upon the fact that what is labelled as a terrorist organisation is accurate on the government bodies terms. Due to this Al Qaeda is placed under the definition of being a terrorist organisation and will proceed to stay as such for the reason that their actions have affected the world as a whole and many of the population would state that Al Qaeda’s organisation are believed to and proven to be terrorists, as the actions fall under some of the definitions from governments in the world.
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