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AIM(S)
· To combine the processes of industry research and project management within the sports sector. 
· To produce a substantial body of work which has been instigated, developed and produced as a consequence of their own initiative and will allow an opportunity for independent research

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
· Evaluate, select and apply relevant research techniques in both primary and or secondary fields. 
· Undertake a systematic analysis of data and produce a report that critically evaluates arguments and assumptions, draws realistic and appropriate conclusions which identify key recommendations.
· Produce an organised and structured document that adheres to academic convention.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Identifying a relevant project
· Defining projects aims and objectives. 
· Developing a project proposal
· Literature and research reviews relevant to projects (wide range of credible sources)
· Definitions and identification of the appropriate research methodology including ethical considerations and access to resources. 
· Survey Design: Interview technique, selection of samples, questionnaire design, structural interviews.
· Quantitative and or Qualitative Analysis
· Presenting results clearly and professionally in conventional report format while drawing realistic and meaningful conclusions from the data collected. 
· Costed and timed implementation plans
· Overall conclusion and the identification of key and relevant recommendations.

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

The module will be delivered and assessed over one academic year and divided into two sections:

· Project proposal (20%)
· Research Report (80%)

The module will be facilitated and supported by technology enhanced learning (TEL) and traditional teaching and learning methods. The early part of the process will involve lecturer led seminars which look at contemporary themes in the sports industry which could be researched in more detail. There will also be traditional lectures that focus on the core elements of the report which would include a research rationale, aims and objectives, literature review, research methodology, results, conclusion and recommendations section (30 hours). 
Students will then define and independently complete their project proposal. 
On completion of their proposal and feedback from module lead students will be allocated a specialist support tutor who will help and guide them through the process of completing their research report. The specialist support tutor will work on an individual basis with the student for 10 hours throughout the academic year. This provides a framework for enhanced discussion which could allow students to produce industry relevant and credible reports on contemporary themes within the sports sector. 

Students will then submit their completed research project. 

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	40
	10%

	Independent learning
	360
	90%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	400
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 20%

Coursework – Project Proposal (2000 words).

Exemplar

Students to produce a project proposal which would include a research rationale, aims and objectives, access to resources, ethical considerations and a miniature literature and research methodology review.

Assessment Component 2 – 80%

Coursework – Research Project Report (8000 words).

Exemplar

Students to produce a research project in report format which considers contemporary themes in the industry and highlights future recommendations for the organization. The assessment of the research project will be based upon a clear expression and articulation by the student of an analytical approach, research focus, clear methodology and stated results of an independent research project.  
Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%



EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes 


	
	No


	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

The research project considers the current contemporary themes in the sector and highlights key recommendations for an organisations survival and growth.  
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Recommended
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Collis, J & Hussey, R (2009), Business Research, A Practical Guide for Undergraduate and Post Graduate Students, Palgrave, London

Background

Denscombe, M (2002), Ground Rules for Good Research, Open University Press: Milton Keynes 
Robson, C (2002), Real World Research, 2nd Ed, Blackwell: Oxford
Silverman, D (2004), Qualitative Research Methods, 2nd Ed, Sage: London

Journals 

European Sport Management Quarterly

Sport Management Review

International Journal of Sport Management (IJSM) 

International Journal of Sport Management and Marketing (IJSMM) 

International Journal of Sports Policy (IJSP) (new for 2009) 

Journal of Sport Management 

Recreational Sports Journal 

Sport, Education and Society 

Sport in Society

Harvard Business Review

HRM Review

Human Resource Management Journal

International Journal of Employment Studies

Journal of Management Development

Journal of Organizational Behaviour

Websites 

https://www.apm.org.uk

https://www.pmi.org

http://www.nassm.com/

http://www.easm.net/

http://www.cimspa.co.uk/

http://www.sportscoachuk.org/

http://www.uksport.gov.uk

http://www.youthsporttrust.org/

http://www.sportengland.org

http://www.sportwales.org.uk/

http://www.sportscotland.org.uk

http://www.sportandrecreation.org.uk/

http://www.sirc.ca/index.cfm

http://www.sportdevelopment.info/

www.cbi.org.uk

www.cipd.co.uk

www.employment-studies.co.uk

www.equalityandhumanrights.org.uk

www.hrmguide.co.uk


