[bookmark: _GoBack]Presentation Diary						by Karen Cook

27th March 2023
[bookmark: _Int_oiIyz2Os]Today was our last class session and we were told which groups we were in. I felt very anxious and worried I’d hold the others up in my group due to my issues at present, as well as my dyslexia. I was with group 3, Jemma Matthews, Kirstin Jones and Maria Rigby. I’d never really spoken to any of them apart from on WhatsApp, so it made me panic a little going into our first Teams together.
Maria couldn’t join, as she was still at the doctors, so our first meeting was just me, Jemma and Kirstin. We had a quick friendly chat and I found enough courage to tell them that I was dyslexic and for some reason I found myself for apologising for it. Both girls told me it was totally fine and that they were sure I wouldn’t hurt the group at all. 
We talked through a couple of ideas, and equality was the one the girls liked the sound of best but agreed we would wait until we had the chance to speak with Maria. We made a WhatsApp group and added Maria and told her she was in group 3 with us and arranged a time and day we could all me.
[bookmark: _Int_iJZ76pe5]I felt so much better after the Teams, it was (as usual) much bigger in my head, as it turned out to be in reality.

28th March 2023
Maria messaged to find out what the group plan was today. Me and Kirstin were the only ones free to chat and fill her in about the presentation and how it would be split between us all and that we had independent part as well. We discussed when we were free to do a video call and we were all ok for Thursday. Jemma agreed to Thursday, but it would need to be 7:30 as she had another appointment first, which we all agreed too.
I was really surprised how was all had different ideas about what we were meant to do, as we were all in the same class teams meeting (apart from Maria) with Heike explaining what we had to do, and yet Kirstin didn’t know we were doing a presentation with each other and that totally blew my mind, but we are all different and it was just interesting to see we was all took something different from the same meeting.

30th March 2023
I was a few minutes late for meeting as my daughter wasn’t feeling well and it took a lot to get her to go to the dad until I was finished with call. I felt rotten doing that, but I was struggling with letting my group down and myself falling behind and I knew she was with daddy and was being looked after but the feelings still came. So started the call I little flustered.
When I joined the meeting was in full swing and lots of ideas were being discussed. I listened for until I understood what was being said the then joined in. The group had decided to go with equality. 

3rd April 2023
I came back from my weekend away and see that the girls have been chatting and have changed the topic to poverty and have done a lot more research on this subject. I felt bad, it was like they waited until I couldn’t community and then change the whole thing behind my back and now, I'd have to just agree to this change because they had already put in so much work with all the ideas and research that had been done. I was really hurt, pushed out slightly and ended up texting some like I’m easy with the change. No one replied to my text, and I just got on with doing my own research. 

16th April 2023
[bookmark: _Int_bn49mYFU][bookmark: _Int_RXJM2AxV]I messaged asking if the presentation had been split between us yet or if that’s something we could have a meeting and discuss as time was ticking away. Kirstin messaged back and said “yeah we need to sort that, your starting off talking about poverty? I’m happy with next part” I then repeated it back to double check “so I'm starting the presentation?” to which Maria comes from nowhere saying “I’m gunna start it off”. To which Jemma jumps in to suggest that we meet tomorrow and sort it out together. At moment I'm not feeling like I'm even part of the group.

17th April 2023
We have video call at 6:30pm. We all seam really confused with the structure of presentation and the roles we should all have. I said that I’d email Heike, so we get it correct and we’ll all know our roles to make it work. Left this evening meeting happier than I have been all week. I took the lead on finding out the correct right we should be doing the assignment and not just guessing and hope it works. So, I'll email tomorrow and get back to the group with details once I have them.

18th April 2023
Got Heike’s reply and posted it to group. The roles were Maria Introduction, Me different solutions we came up with as a group and discuss, Kirstin the solution and why we choice it and Jemma more on solution and how to apply it, joint conclusion. Everyone was happy with their role, and we went off to edit our slides and prepare for recording Monday.

24th April 2023
Recording day is finally here. Feeling nervous about sharing my work with the group, as I might have gone in the wrong direction. Then I'll have to redone and hold the group up, but I'm really happy with the part I've prepared.
Go on to Teams and hear that they have all had a discussion over weekend and think it’s a better idea to add all of our slide together in one place and change everyone's designs to match. With this news my nervousness faded, and I feel really heartbroken about this because I've worked really hard on mine, but everyone else thinks it’s a great idea. I thought the whole point was to show our own work and get marked on it, not just the overall video presentation.
[bookmark: _Int_Qot0nX8C]I asked how this would work, as we wouldn’t be able to control the slides to change as we needed them to. The group said we more say the word “click” to Jemma and then she’d move to next slide. On the practise run we all said click and it felt silly, but I did my presentation better than I thought and it was suggested that we leave a paused to indicate that we we’re really for next slide. Marie really struggled with the things she wanted to say, and we all gave her encouragement and told her we could record tomorrow if she needed more time, but she wanted it finished tonight, so we continued.
Group decided to record this take to see if the timing worked. We started and I felt like the timing was a little behind and the pauses felt awkward waiting for new slide, because of this I didn’t do as well with my presenting as I did first time around and some of the points I had in my talk had been taken and Maria added them to hers this time, so that annoyed me but I knew she was struggling in the practise to find the right words and didn’t make a fuss, but it added to me stumbling over my words.
At the end the group all said they were happy with that and didn’t think another take would be needed. I said that we could make it neater and change slides smoother and in time if we went again, but I was voted down with everyone happy with it and didn’t want to spend any more time on it.
[bookmark: _Int_0BE5bSQr]I was disappointed but understood. It’s hard to back down when I really try my hardest every time and I still only just get a pass mark and hearing my group not care to potentially get a better grade but like we’ve done enough, was saddening to me.

Conclusion
Overall, we had a good group, no one argued or spoke badly about anyone. No judged or made a big deal of anyone's mistakes or failing. I do believe we supported one and other and I'm proud of the work we did.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, | believe the best way to lower
poverty numbers, is to educate the parents on
ways they can help themselves out of poverty.
Providing free childcare and offering free
educational courses for them to have a better
chance at getting the jobs they apply for.
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Ideas In Action

"We have no xmas

"We provide 1 free jumpers, instead every
child has designed

school sweatshirt and 2 their own xmas t-shirt.
free school polo shirts to They absolutely loved
families starting in "
reception”

“We recycle educational toys to families in need”

Karen Cook





image2.png
resources
digital poverty SC h o O I S

early years p

family disadvantage

teaching

pupil poverty

Karen Cook





image3.png
Solutions we have discussed as
a group.

eHelping families with fresh free or cheap fruit and
veg

*Making uniforms free instead of the uniform grant
sFinding ways to help parents work, instead of making
it harder by making after school childcare free or
having free after school clubs for all year groups
sFree transport for all pupils, creating less pollution
and cuts petrol costs for parents

eHaving facilities on site to wash uniforms

eEducating parents to help themselves to get out of
poverty





