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	Exploring the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the Asian Community living in the UK

	01  Introduction and Research Aim 
The methodology chapter explains the application of secondary qualitative research in this study. It further describes the search strategy and validation of this research. The focus of this chapter is on the thematic analysis applied in this study (Clarke and Braun, 2017). This study aims to investigate the disproportionate impact of the pandemic on the British Asian minorities and recommend solutions to existing care inequalities and institutional discrimination.

	02 Search Strategy 
[image: ]The search strategy for this study is based on keywords for targeting and using Boolean operators for narrowing the search (Carcassi and Sbardolini, 2023) . Furthermore, the application of skimming and the CRAAP test enhanced focus and validated the research. In this direction, criteria for the inclusion and exclusion of sources were also established (Esparrago-Kalidas, 2021).

	03 Searching for Information 
The targeted keywords were used with Google’s search engine to find credible sources from academic databases, including Google Scholar, Lancet and Springer, as well as authentic data from government portals. A total of 23 secondary sources were used in the thematic analysis.
The application of the search strategy can be broken down into the following steps:
i. The search for information began with the identification of relevant keywords 
ii. These keywords were used to generate results from academic databases and the internet
iii. [image: ]Sources were chosen based on the inclusion and exclusion criteria, as well as the CRAAP test.
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Figure 1: The Socioecological Theory
Source: Lee et al., 2017


	05 Research Validation and Analysis
As secondary research is not based on direct observation or lived experiences, validation provides credibility in such studies. Despite its benefits, the validation process also involves some challenges. For example, the inclusion and exclusion criteria must be realistic and operationalised at the same time. Also, it is difficult to find sources that meet all the criteria in the CRAAP test. Overall validation makes this study reliable and also focused on the research aim. 

	06 Inclusion Criteria 
This study is limited to journal articles and books published in the past 10 years and directly related to the research topic. Furthermore, only authentic internet sources such as government websites and statistical databases have been used. Likewise, only English publications and data from the pandemic were included.

	07 Exclusion Criteria 
Outdated sources, blogs, publications in other languages and irrelevant data were excluded.


	08 Ethical Considerations
Ethics in secondary research mainly concerns academic integrity and avoiding the manipulation of data. This study is based on the following ethical foundations: Accurate use of Harvard referencing to avoid plagiarism (Mahabeer and Pirtheepal, 2019)
· No manipulation in interpreting data and unbiased reporting of finding (Nurunnabi and Hossain, 2019)
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