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Women in the Aegean

· Book Chapter

Champion, T., Gamble, C., Shennan, S. & Whittle, A. 1884. Prestige, Power and Hierarchies 2300-1400 BC, in Prehistoric Europe. 196-237. San Diego: Academic Press Limited

The chapter of this book outlines and portrays the stability of this specific period of the Bronze Age being 2300 to 1400 BCE. There is suggestion that during the beginning of the second millennium is when the Aegean first saw a dramatic change through the emergence of Cretan palaces and then around five hundred years later said palaces began to emerge on the Greek mainland. There are also conclusions made which present the differences of the changing states between the Aegean and a prehistoric Europe. 

The Chapter is targeted at an Audience who has a strong interest in Prehistoric Europe, thus why they would be reading this particular book. The Chapter is supported by copious amounts of evidence by various scholars and authors and so it can be assumed that the text holds a large amount of validity and reliability. It also includes suggestions of further reading which is extremely useful for anyone studying this particular area. However, the chapter does not include anything about women or the family structure, nor does it include much detail on this matter in the book as a whole. This means that it is very limited in terms of generalisability as it only makes reference of men during this time period. This limits the chapter as a whole, especially when making reference to Women of the Aegean.


· Monograph 

Olsen, B. A. 2014. Women in Mycenaean Greece. London: Routledge.

The monograph is a study of women from Mycenaean Greece and looks specifically into Pylos which is mainland Greece and Knossos which is located on the island of Crete. It looks into the tasks that these women would have carried out and how they would have functioned depending on their social and economic status in the period. The article looks into women from all sorts of backgrounds from one extreme to another, it puts focus on not just those from a lower status but also looks into women related to religion such as priestesses who had a prominent role in art.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This research in a book format is targeted at both scholars as well as those merely wanting to research into the subject area. This can be assumed because of the literary style that Olsen produces. It is very easy to read regardless of much previous knowledge which is a huge strength because it means that many people of all abilities can access this book regardless of their own education in the subject matter. It is hard to critique a piece of work like this because it is very extensive in research and covers a vast amount of types of women from this period. The one weakness would be that which can be generalised to all books which may be that during or after publication research which may help of hinder the book may have emerged. It is therefore necessary to keep researching the area when looking into Women of the Aegean.
· Journal Article

Olsen, B. A. 1998. Women, Children and the Family in the Late Aegean Bronze Age: Differences in Minoan and Mycenaean Constructions of Gender. World Archaeology 29(3): 380-392

The article addresses mainly relationships between women and children and how said relationships were understood in Ancient Greece. Its main focus is on how different Mycenaean women and Late Minoan women are depicted in relation to child rearing, with Mycenaean women being seen as the first act of socialising their young whilst that of the Minoan are characterised as the opposite and not usually seen as completing domesticated tasks and chores. The article addressed that although these groups of people had the same language and the same beliefs in terms of religion (being the gods in which they worshipped), their ways of life, especially in relation to raising their younger generations is very different. The conclusions from the piece are mainly focussed on the fundamentally different approach to gender roles in the two comparable societies.

It can be assumed that the article is targeted at scholars looking into this specific region of relationships within the household during the Bronze Age. Primary knowledge of the subject area at hand is also necessary, i.e. you need some understanding about the time zone of the Bronze age and need to take into account that women were viewed in a very different to that of the contemporary. This could also be seen as a limitation of the piece as it is not just something that anyone could use as evidence for more vague or basic research. However, contrastingly this can be viewed as a strength of the article because it is very focussed.


· Online Web Source

Witcombe, C. L. C. E. 2000. Women in the Aegean, Minoan Snake Goddess: 10. Women in Minoan Culture. Art History Resources. 
Available from: http://arthistoryresources.net/ 
[Accessed 7th April 2020]

The web source suggests that women had a dominating position in relation to religion in Minoan culture. The author uses imagery to portray the status of women by engaging in a dangerous sport which depicts “somersaulting over the back of a charging bull”. A conclusion gathered from the information as a whole is that women were by far more heavily involved in religion than men were. This is because women or priestesses played a dominating role in religious ceremonies and rituals.

As a whole, the web page can be assumed to be targeted at anyone of any ability as it can be easily accessed by a simple web search of the topic area at hand being women in the Aegean. It can be seen in a positive light because of how the author uses evidence to support his findings through imagery, as well as this it is very easy to read with quite simple vocabulary. However, this can also be used as a negative factor of the text. It may not be the best source for scholars when using supportive evidence, however, it can be used to assist direction to further readings. The web source is also limited in reliability as it does not use citations throughout with evidence to support his findings but does include a bibliography at the end of the text.
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