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Reflection on My Microteach: Creating Your First Canva Design
I delivered a microteach about ‘Creating Your First Design on Canva’, this focused on introducing the learners to Canva and supporting them to create their first design and receiving a prompt to follow. I decided to choose this topic as digital technology is increasingly being adapted into educational and professional contexts and I wanted to give learners the tools and confidence to use this software. I am going to reflect on my planning, delivery and evaluation using Kolb’s Experiential Learning Cycle (1984), which contains four stages. They are: Concrete Experience, Reflective Observation, Abstract Conceptualisation and Active Experimentation. This reflective model will allow me to move beyond description and hopefully critically evaluate my decisions, learner engagement and teaching strategies. I will link this to the Professional Standards and the model of professionalism which links Values, Knowledge and Skills which contribute to learners being able to achieve better outcomes (Welsh Government, 2023). The Professional Standards are important to link with my reflection as they should be the base of my teaching styles and lesson plan to ensure I am holding myself to a set of values that are set out to ensure there is a high standard of learning being delivered to the learners which is consistent across the PCET sector.
Prior to my microteach session I ensured I researched Canva, looked at the software website to refresh my own knowledge on how to set up an account and to ensure I was up to date on the uses of the software, this link with one of the Professional Standards as started by Welsh Government (2023) to maintain and update knowledge of my subject and how best to teach them.
My microteach was after lunch so I was aware that motivation may be low as we went into the afternoon so I needed to be confident in my knowledge and support, so they were then confident to immerse themselves in the activity. 
I began with greeting them, I knew I had some Welsh speakers in my group so I ensured I also greeted them with ‘Prynhawn Da’ to support this as outlined in the Professional Standards to creating opportunities to embrace the Welsh culture and how it can be incorporated into practice (Welsh Government, 2023). I briefly introduced the topic, reassured them that no prior knowledge or experience was needed. I then explained the learning outcomes so that the learners knew what was expected of them for this lesson.
I then gained an entry level knowledge of the learners through questions & answer by asking them if anyone had ever used Canva before and if they could tell me what they thought it was. A few had heard of it but thought it was just used for one thing. We then discussed who might use Canva. The learners engaged with this well and then I gave them a broader list of people/industries who may use this software. I showed them some examples of what can be created on Canva and talked through them with the learners. 
After that I asked the learners to use their devices and either log into their pre-existing Canva account or create one with their student email account. I allowed a couple of minutes for them to complete this, I checked in with them around the room to see if anyone needed help to set this up. I then introduced the task to the group but before they got started, I showed them examples of good and bad posters. I encouraged them to engage with this discussion by giving them prompts and probing for more information, at first, they all thought the first poster was the example of a good poster but then they could see in the side-by-side comparison that you can use less details which actually enhanced the visual appearance. I showed them a quick demonstration of the Canva workspace on the smartboard and then gave them the points for the task.
I gave them around 10 minutes to complete the task, I regularly went around the room and checked in on the learners. I asked them how they were getting on, some expressed needing help adjusting text, finding graphics and changing the colours so I explained how they could do this. As stated in Peer Feedforward Form 1 the learner expressed that I was comfortable in the silence while allowing them time to complete tasks it meant they didn’t feel rushed.
The learners completed this quickly, I had anticipated this so had provided further prompts to enhance their poster design, I allowed another 5 minutes for them to complete this. Again, most learners completed this quickly. We then moved onto the share and reflection. Some learners went off task during this, but I ensured to ask directed questions to bring them back onto the task. I finished my microteach slightly earlier than planned so did have time remaining.
My preplanning with effective and allowed me to feel confident going into this microteach as I had researched Canva, refreshed my own knowledge and planned the activity and assessment methods. As stated in Peer Feedforward Form 1, the learner said my knowledge made the lesson clear and easy to follow.
The initial question and answering providing an insight into the learner's prior knowledge. As some had heard of Canva their understanding over it varied so by gaining their prior knowledge I could explain and adapt my examples to relate to them. Learners were engaged and keen to learn about the range of purposes Canva has.
Although learners were engaged some required additional support to navigate the features, this highlighted the different levels of digital ability within the class. I provided individual support and reassurance by moving around the room and approaching learners to ensure they stayed on task and offering guidance when they asked for it, but I also did not interfere with their work. Some learners also expressed difficulties with using their mobile device and it was mentioned in Peer Feedforward Form 1, in future I would send a message in advance to remind learners they may find the lesson easier with a laptop instead of a mobile. In my Teacher Observation form this was also mentioned as a difficulty learners faced so next time I could hire the computer library to mitigate the difficulties.
Learners completed the task quicker than I had planned, even with my further prompts. I agree with feedback in my Teacher Observation Form that I may have underestimated their ability or overestimated the time needed on each task, I should have prepared another further learning outcome, this could have been applied on an individual basis for those confident with the software to ensure all learners were challenged. 
The Teacher Observation Form highlighted that the learners began going off task during the peer share but I was able to bring them back on task through directed questioning. I gave too much free reign in the peer share and should have provided prompts they could use to share and feedback. 
This microteach and reflection has highlighted the importance of understanding the learners needs and abilities and being able to adapt the lesson to promote engagement and learning. A key aspect was the importance of gaining prior knowledge before introducing the topic as it gave me a baseline on where the learners were at and challenge them on what they were unsure of. I found the effectiveness of active participation, I did not provide the information in a lecture-style format but encouraged discussion and question & answering which emphasised the importance of interaction and collaborative learning to develop a wider understanding of Canva. Although they all were working towards the same task there were different levels of confidence and skill. Some required additional support and guidance whereas some were not challenged enough. 
The use of visual examples allowed learners to gain knowledge about the topic through relatable examples. Theimer (2009) suggests that learning can be enhanced when visual and verbal information is presented. As learners completed this task more quickly than I anticipated I should have considered this possibility and not just that difficulties of them not being able to complete the task in the time given. I believe this microteach enforced the idea that learning is most effective when it is learner-centred and inclusive of individual needs as well as being interactive. 
I have gained valuable insight into the importance of being flexible and responsive to learner needs when delivering sessions. It is noted in Peer Feedforward form 2 that they appreciated that I gained entry level knowledge and adapted the lesson so those who hadn’t heard from Canva could learn too. 
I would ensure that I prepare further learning outcomes, which can be used in the case of learners completing work early but it is not necessary for the session. For example, in Peer Feedforward Form 2 the learner says that based on their own abilities they could have learnt more so I could have challenged their learning further.
In future I would adapt my peer share/reflection task at the end of the session to contain more structure to ensure engagement is maintained until the end. Perhaps a quiz or learners demonstrating a skill to their peers. This would also provide a clearer guide as to whether the learning outcome has been achieved if they are then able to show somebody else how to do it. This was mentioned in Peer Feedforward Form 3 that they would have appreciate a handout for the end of the lesson of the techniques shown and used so they could refer to them in future use. I will continue to use targeted and open-ended questions to encourage thinking and learner engagement as it was mentioned across all three peer feedforward forms and the teacher observation form that this worked well in my microteach. The feedback from other learners and the teacher has allowed me to accurately gain an insight into my teaching. As stated by Ashwin P, (2020) that the feedback gained from learners allows us to rise to the challenge and try new methods to enhance our teaching.
Through using Kolb’s (1984) reflective cycle, I have gained an insight into my strengths and where I can improve as an educator. This experience has increased my confidence to deliver sessions which are learner-centred and using digital tools to enhance the learning which I will continue to use in my future.


References 
Kolb, (1984). Experiential Learning Cycle.
Welsh Government, (2023). Professional standards for further education teachers, work-based learning practitioners and adult learning practitioners in Wales. Available at: file:///C:/Users/saman/Downloads/Professional%20english%20standards%20for%20FE%20%20WBL%20and%20ACL%20Practitioners%20-%20June%202023%20(2).pdf [Accessed on 25th September 2026].
Paul Ashwin, (2020). Reflective Teaching in Higher Education.
Sara Theimer, (2019). Expanding libraries’ application of Mayers Cognitive Theory of Multimedia Learning. Available at: https://www.proquest.com/docview/2266854544/fulltextPDF?accountid=130472&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals [Accessed 2nd October 2026].




	
	 of 
	



