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Abstract
	This study undertakes a comparative analysis of previous studies on youth related crime, as well as its complex and vast issues, impacted by a range of; social, economic and environmental implications. It closely examines how young people who are involved in crime may be viewed as vulnerable, therefore become more likely to cross county lines, along with the hazards associated with that. It looks at the public opinion and police understanding, as well as how successfully law enforcement is responding to the rapidly expanding scope of this sophisticated crime. A questionnaire regarding awareness of county lines, how they believe it is being addressed and who is accountable for managing related issues was distributed to police officers and staff of South Wales Police and members of the public. 
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Introduction
County borders and gang - related crime are two examples of a complicated social issue that spans the criminal justice system and touches on a verity of fields, including; sociology, psychology, urban studies, and public health. A naturally diverse subject matter, county line studies illuminate the ways in which urban criminal networks spread into rural regions, prey on the vulnerable and subvert established law enforcement agencies. (National Crime Agency, 2024) There is also a requirement for a knowledge advancement, while considerable research has already been conducted on the subject, more research is required to keep up with the dynamic changes in gang-related activity. Given the subject’s increasing nature and scope, this research is not just timely but also critical. Uba and Stendahl (2020) describe that to address the issue at both local and national levels, it is believed that a deeper comprehension of the problems surrounding county lines and gang-related crime, could potentially lead to solutions.
The purpose of the Literature Review is to examine how the matter of county lines is a broad subject that has attracted the interest of many authors and writers. Numerous studies have been conducted on the subject, providing insight into the conditions that lead to youth involvement, the strategies employed by criminal organisations to take advantage of weak people, and the effects of county lines operations on local communities and society at large (Williams and Finlay 2019). The complexity of this criminal activity has been explored by numerous authors, who have offered insightful analysis that has improved our comprehension.
The objective of my research is to focus on the following areas; examining the historical development of county lines and gang dynamics over a given period. To evaluate the efficiency of law enforcement tactics in resolving gang proliferation and county lines. As well as, to assess the effects of rising juvenile criminality on communities, and the resources available to law enforcement. Additionally, to evaluate how law enforcement manages youth offences, associated with gangs and county lines and evaluate how the resources, awareness and training that law enforcement organisations have access to. 
In this research project, I will be utilising multiple choice questionnaires. Questionnaires are commonly utilised in research methods, as they allow for efficiency in collecting the data and results, from a vast number of participants in a rapid timeframe. (Rainwater 2023) Questionnaires are ideal for gathering quantitative data, which may then be statistically analysed to spot patterns and trends, as well as provide a first party understanding of how law enforcement is handling the rise of youth crime. 
The analysis of results chapter presents a thorough analysis of the data, collected through a survey that was conducted as part of this dissertation. The purpose of the survey was to obtain participant insights on the topic of, the growth of county lines and gang dynamics, which according to Holtom et al (2022) is popular in academia and is a successful research tool. 
Finally, in the conclusion chapter I will be combining insights drawn from the literature review and the findings of the research undertaken, ultimately providing targeted recommendations to address key issues identified throughout the study. 













Literature Review 
Determining what constitutes organised crime, it’s links to youth related gangs and county lines, is one of the biggest obstacles to comprehending its root causes and developing prevention strategies. Serious crimes that are planned, organised, and carried out by individuals who collaborate on a regular basis, are classified as organised crime groups, as defined by the Home Office. Although sometimes but not all times, money and financial gain is what drives these gangs (Thompson, 2019). The Home Office (2013), Strategy "Prevent" contains the promise to provide educational materials in preventing youth involvement in crime, however it became clear from the study conducted with practitioners and youth that the "Prevent” strategy was overly simplistic, and that youth involvement in organised crime was far more complicated than such naive divisions could have accommodated. 
Thompson (2019) discusses the four major themes that came out as to why youth involvement in crime be existent, the first theme being how the youth members of gangs and county lines have been groomed or exploited, young people who get involved in activities that are on the margin of organised crime frequently don't realise the entire scope of what they are getting involved in. Particularly, young individuals who engage in "drug running" frequently don't realise if it has anything to do with county lines. White (2021) supports this notion of vulnerability in youth and discusses how the county lines phenomenon has been developing since the 1990’s, or as then it was known as “going to the country”, which has been grooming young and vulnerable members of the community into drug or violent crime. The author produces a well written piece, highlighting how young people become involved in this line of crime and where it has stemmed from, the article produces an insight on how susceptible youth are, as well as how difficult breaking the cycle can be when there is narcotics and money at the heart of county lines. 
 In the same way authors Williams and Finlay (2019), expand on this by emphasising the growth of county lines, stating that forty-six thousand young people aged ten to eighteen are thought to be involved in activities related to gangs and county lines. Furthermore, demonstrating the terrible effects county lines have on the young people of society as well as their communities. The authors also claim that youth who are involved in county lines, have a higher likelihood of committing more serious crimes when they age.  Williams and Finlay (2019) also refer to how imperative it is, to uphold the elevated calibre of training observed in law enforcement organisations, since they promptly detect and address individuals who may be vulnerable to gang involvement, thereby averting grave consequences. Additionally, the author Bavington (2021) has produced a qualitative study that investigates the effects of county lines, youth crime, and drug-related crime on nearby communities. The study was conducted in Liverpool, UK. The purpose of the study was to gather opinions, insights, and perceptions about this influence from people in the neighbourhood. The results demonstrate that County Lines has significantly impacted the communities, that were the subject of the investigation. According to the findings, there is evidence that the overall effect of County Lines on the communities has resulted in some resentment and even animosity from the local gangs. In Bevington’s (2021) study, it was discussed that the phrase "County Lines" was used by every participant across all regions, and most participants knew that the police had been taking positive action, thereby making arrests. Speaking more about the gang/runner aspect of County Lines, participants explained how the police had acted by arresting and charging local dealers, however this created a void that was later filled by County Lines and young gangs. As a result, gangs from all over the UK are now present. Participants also stated how the youth of the community, as young as thirteen years old, were being found in possession of class A drugs, and expressed that it is the fault of the government, adding that there is little money for the communities to support and prevent youth related crimes. It can be inferred that, members of the general public are aware that police services are making efforts in tackling youth related crime, however there is a clear frustration with government funding and investments in local communities to support the vulnerable youth.   
Another essential point has been presented by Hurley and Boulton (2021), the writers discuss what stance law enforcement agencies are taking to challenge and prevent youth crime linked to county lines. For instance, Project Engage which saw Greater Manchester Police receive funding from the Home Office, to advance development of early intervention and prevention techniques targeted at youth engaged in organised crime. However, this is a project that was created back in 2015 in only one part of the UK, therefore it would be essential to research more recent projects spanning a wide scope of the country. Harding (2020) discusses in his book how over the past ten years, the scholarly understanding of county lines has been slow to develop, this is partially because structural changes are difficult to detect, also drug markets are not uniformed. The author adds that previous research on drug related gangs, at the turn of the century concentrated more on the social environment; but, in the five years since the book’s publication, criminology, drug abuse and the establishment of county lines have become increasingly closely connected. 
The Youth Justice Board UK (2022), National Statics for 2020 to 2021, have published quantitative data which as contributed to a focus on the demographics of youths that have been either cautioned or sentenced, because of participating in crime. The report found that; 15,800 youths were given a warning or a sentence, which is a decrease of 17% from the year before and 82% from ten years before. Over the past 10 years, the percentage of Black children who have been cautioned or sentenced has increased and is currently five percentage points more than it was in the year ending in March 2011 (12% versus 7%). Compared to the previous year, there was a 34% fall in the number of children aged 10 to 14 who received a caution or a sentence, and a 12% decrease in those aged 15 to 17. The Youth Justice Board UK (2022) add that, the largest percentage increase has been recorded in offences against the person, in particular violence, which went from 21% of proved offences in the year ending in March 2011 to 32% of offences in the most recent year. From this data collected and published by the agency, it is clear that young people’s participation in violent crime has increased, however the number of young people being convicted has lowered. This could suggest that promising prevention programmes are effective, as well as law enforcement agencies awareness at tackling youth related crime, but potentially not as effective in deterring serious offences such as violence against the person. 
A report by the Youth Endowment Fund (2022), was published in May 2022, with statistics updated in relation to the latest recording of police recorded crime involving youth, as well as youth victims. The report contains up-to-date information on the following: police-reported crime and violent crime rates; homicides listed in the Home Office's homicide index. Young individuals who have been involved in the criminal court system since the beginning of the pandemic are among them, as are the amounts of crime and violence that police and the Office for National Statistics; and experimental data from Wales's and England's telephone-operated Crime Survey. The Youth Endowment Fund (2022) discuss that in 2020, there were 13% fewer offences reported to the police overall than in 2019, however, one of the biggest increases was in theft-related charges, which went from about 93,000 to over 125,000. 1.34 million violent offences against people were reported between April and December of 2019. There were 1.59 million of these crimes during the same time in 2021, a 19% increase. This comprises an increase of 2% in homicides, 4% in violent crimes resulting in injuries, and 11% in violent crimes resulting in no injuries. This illustrates that despite a lower rate of reported crime, serious offences such as violent crime is on the rise, which raises the concern that there could potentially be a higher number, however it is simply not reported to police.  
The World Health Organisation (2023) have discussed the detrimental effects that teenage violence has on a person's physical, psychological, and social functioning. The World Health Organisation lists the following as internal risk factors for an individual: conduct disorder or other behavioural disorders; early use of alcohol, drugs, or tobacco; low IQ and low academic achievement; low dedication to school; and school failure, which consequently may result in homelessness, criminal activity, and vulnerability to domestic abuse. These personal factors may not all be present or required for a young person to become involved with youth related crime activities, there are also circumstantial factors within their personal relationships. The World Health Organisation (2023) adds that a chid may be more vulnerable to criminal activity, if the following are identified in their lifestyle; inadequate parental care and surveillance of their children, as well as minimal parental participation. Also, parental drug misuse or criminal activity, low family income, unemployment in the family as well as involvement in gangs or deviant peer groups. The article suggests that a comprehensive strategy that acknowledges the substantial relationship, between the prevalence of juvenile violence and economic disparities is necessary to prevent youth violence. Youth related violence is most often found among the poorest sections of society, which are characterised by large income discrepancies between the rich and the poor. It is also reviewed into how gaps in wealth, make impoverished children feel even more frustrated and hopeless, which creates an atmosphere where using violence as a release becomes commonplace.  
In the same way, the author Pitts (2009) also discusses how, that the existence of violent teenage gangs is greatly influenced by substandard housing, material poverty, and a lack of employment opportunities in the primary sector. This implies that neighbourhood-level interventions, that target the issues these neighbourhoods face as well as its larger socioeconomic and cultural causes may help to stop the flow of young people who get involved in gang violence as both perpetrators and victims. Therefore, an effective strategy in the short term will primarily focus on lowering the risk of death and injury; however, in the medium to long term, it will also build a multi-agency infrastructure that can address the social, cultural, educational, economic, and familial factors that put local children and youth at risk of becoming involved in gangs and becoming violent victims (Pitts, 2009). This illustrates how important it is for law enforcement agencies to develop, as well as put into practice, effective and successful prevention schemes. Many authors and literature pieces have determined the common foundations of youth related crime, however there is not a vast input on what effect these prevention strategies have, as well as what multi agency partnerships are working with law enforcement to find solutions. 
Hobson, et al. (2021) discusses about the nature of policing in society, as well as centre on police-led interventions with youth who are deemed to be "at-risk." These discussions cover topics including how to allocate funds during a period of budgetary restraint, how much emphasis the police should place on the security and welfare of juveniles, and what part they should play in deterring youth related criminality. The author adds how the UK's youth crime rate has decreased recently, but it is still acknowledged that young people are more prone to commit crimes than adults and senior citizens. For this reason, police-youth relations are critically dependent on how the police engage with the youth in the community. In a similar vein, Hobson, et al. (2021), explores how policing approaches can foster favourable opinions in the community. Adding that the countries, sometimes unfulfilled commitment, to safeguard and represent all its members of the community is concretely realised in the police. The author notes that young people are frequently left out of police community-level interventions, and makes the case that including young people in these types of interventions would; "increase law enforcement legitimacy in their eyes, by increasing their respect for the process of police decision making." To summarize, it is paramount that law enforcement agencies are engaged in positive contact, with the youth of the community, by building a rapport and gathering more opinion of the vulnerable members of the community, agencies can adapt and implement suitable prevention strategies.
The matter of county lines is a broad subject that has attracted the interest of many authors and writers. Numerous studies have been conducted on the subject, providing insight into the conditions that lead to youth involvement, the strategies employed by criminal organisations to take advantage of weak people, and the effects of county lines operations on local communities and society at large. The complexity of this criminal activity has been explored by the authors as mentioned previously, who have offered insightful analysis that has improved our comprehension. By their writings, these authors add to the continuing discussion about county lines, guiding attempts to create policies and implement actions meant to address this important problem. However, there is a lack of understanding and knowledge in currently utilised prevention programmes, as well as the opinions of both the public and police officers / staff, who encounter youth related crime and gangs, if these programmes and schemes are effective. 
In conclusion, this dissertation will take a critical position towards the study of county lines in the end, concentrating on how it has grown and how law enforcement might better comprehend the social and economic elements that support this type of criminal behaviour. It highlights the necessity of a multidisciplinary approach to the problem, contending that the socio-economic inequalities that underlie the exploration inherent in county lines activities are frequently ignored by present studies. This research paper also highlights a gap in the literature by advocating for increased collaboration between law enforcement, social services, and local communities to develop more successful prevention and intervention strategies. This is because criminal justice responses are often isolated from broader societal engagement. 




Methodology
Introduction 
This chapter will analyse and outline the techniques employed to examine the growth of county lines, gang related dynamics and how law enforcement is handling its escalation. This chapter will also examine the following research objectives; to evaluate the efficiency of law enforcement tactics in resolving gang proliferation and county lines. As well as, to assess the effects of rising juvenile criminality on communities, and the resources available to law enforcement. Additionally, to evaluate how the resources and training that law enforcement organisations have access to. This chapter will illustrate the rationale behind the selection of questionnaires as the most effective study collection tool, and it will also handle any ethical concerns that may have surfaced. 

Research Strategy 
The two main types of research that will be focused, is the collection of quantitative and qualitative data. According to Streefkerk (2022), the purpose of quantitative research is to examine or validate theories and hypotheses using numerical data and graphics. This kind of study can be used to prove facts about a subject that are applicable to a wide audience. Although qualitative research is verbal in nature, its purpose is to comprehend ideas, feelings, or experiences. With this kind of research, you can learn a great deal about poorly understood subjects. Having established a research question (Davies and Hughes, 2014), deciding which methodological path to take is a crucial step. There are two main approaches that can be used in the methodology: quantitative research and qualitative research methods, both of which will be combined in a mixed methods approach. Davies and Hughes (2014) suggest that both qualitative and quantitative surveys are possible. A questionnaire is considered quantitative if it is created with scaled response possibilities. It is qualitative if your inquiries call for in-depth answers. Surveys using mixed methods combine both. Rainwater (2023) highlights the benefits of utilising questionnaires in research methods, illustrating that When it comes to research procedures, questionnaires are more economical than data mining or interviewing techniques. One benefit of using a questionnaire is that prejudice is reduced. There is no middleman who interprets the data while it is being compiled; all subjects receive the questionnaire in the same manner. The anonymity of a questionnaire makes it preferable to interviews for collecting data. A similar questionnaire with a limited scope would not be able to catch up on rare phenomena that a questionnaire that is distributed over wide geographic areas may (Bhandari, 2022).

Data Collection and Analysis
Based on the audience and information purpose, questionnaires were determined to be the best suitable research tool on this occasion. The questionnaires are designed to fill in the gaps identified in the most recent literature review of the threats near county lines and the measures taken by law enforcement to address them. Ten to fifteen people, representing three distinct target groups, ranging from; general response police officers, specialised organised crime police officers, and members of the public will get questionnaires. These three groups will receive the surveys; as this yields a more comprehensive and well-rounded outcome, illustrating various viewpoints on juvenile-related criminality, law enforcement response, and overall experiences with county lines. Prior to their involvement, participants will receive information outlining their right to confidentiality and their ability to withdraw from the study at any time. All inquiries shall be concise and direct in order to facilitate accurate and trustworthy responses from participants. 
There may be contrasting opinions within the audience, which includes both members of the public and regular police officers. But contrasting their perspectives is equally necessary and required. The individuals will receive ten to fifteen questions; with yes/no, short response, and multiple-choice questions on it. This provides chances to evaluate distinct patterns and trends and to make it equitable and representative. The most efficient way to ensure the anonymity of participants is to have them complete the questionnaire online; the only personal information needed is whether they are a police officer or member of the public, there will be no requirement for any further personal details. Quantilope (2024) illustrates that although data is an effective tool, its value depends on how well the audience understands it. Insights into patterns or trends that may have missed when focusing only on the numbers, can be gained from visual representations of quantitative data, and they also provide a compelling means of communicating findings to others. Based on the nature of the question posed, the appropriate chart type for the data collected must be selected. No single chart can represent every kind of data, both line charts and column graphs work well for comparing categories and displaying trends and changes over time (Bhandari, 2022).
Limitations and Issues 
	The ethical issues that were considered, were that participants identity needed to remain anonymous, therefore it is vital that no questions potentially disclose who the individual is. Balamurugan (2023) discusses that it is essential that participants have volunteered and consented to take part in the research and are aware that they may withdraw at any time, and their data will not be included. Furthermore, respondents can openly share their ideas and feelings without worrying about criticism, consequences, or exposure. It encourages people to express their opinions without reservation, even on the most delicate or divisive subjects, by acting as a shield for them.
	There are a number of restrictions to take into account when using questionnaires as a research approach, one significant drawback is the possibility of response bias, in which participants give false or socially acceptable answers. Low response rates are another problem that might distort results, and make findings more difficult to generalise. Furthermore, creating effective questionnaires that produce accurate and trustworthy data can be difficult, therefore require thorough and well thought out question phrasing, as well as arrangement. 
Summary 
	To summarise, this study will utilise the completion of quantitative questionnaires by ten to fifteen participants. The questionnaires will be distributed to response officers, members of the public and specialist crime officers. These groups have been chosen to offer a balance and representation of perspectives, as well as an overview of vulnerabilities associated with crime involving today’s youth. It is to be anticipated that each group may hold varying perspectives, and some may have knowledge in the subject area than others. Everyone taking part shall be anonymous. Current research seems to lack information about why young people in the community get involved with county lines, as well as how the police address this modern issue, or they tend to be biased towards police officers. The questions address the subject of police participation in attempts to tackle youth related crime.





















Analysis of Results 
Introduction
	This chapter presents a thorough analysis of the data collected through a survey that was conducted as part of this dissertation. The purpose of the survey was to obtain participant insights on the topic of, the growth of county lines and gang dynamics. The objective of utilising a quantitative method is to provide quantifiable results, that will enhance the research issues presented in previous chapters. In addition to presenting the findings this analysis, it will be discussed about their significance to the study question, as well as providing important new information that could guide future research. 

Content and Analysis of Quantitative Data 
	Twenty-five questionnaires were sent out to individuals ranging from police officers, police staff and members of the public, of which twenty of the participants completed the survey. The survey was compiled and distributed via an online service, Survey Monkey, which is accessible on the following link; https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2N6ZRXG. The survey is accumulated of ten multiple choice questions regarding; the awareness of what county lines is, ownership of who is to tackle the issue, the vulnerability of the youths involved as well as overall satisfaction with the training provided for the topic. The purpose of the survey is to fill in gaps regarding the current research of the subject, according to Holtom et al (2022) considering the simple accessibility brought about by the advancement of current technology, survey technique is becoming increasingly popular in academia and is a successful research tool. 
	The survey consists of ten questions, the first of which requests that the participants identify themselves as either; police officer, police staff and member of the public, there is no further personal details obtained and the survey remains anonymous. Balamurugan (2024) discusses that the power of anonymity is essential in order to foster honest feedback, therefore it was important that the survey upheld this theory. Upon analysing the data collected from the first question, it was established that 65% of the respondents were police officers, 15% were police staff and 20% of participants were members of the public. It is clear from these findings that there has been a more dominant response from members of the police service, rather than members of the public. Furthermore, due to the survey being anonymous as well as identical questions asked to each respondent, it is not possible to determine whether the perspectives of the police service members who took part in the survey, differ from those of the public. The graph below displays the findings of the first question: 
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Table 1: Question 1: Are you a police officer, police staff or member of the public 

	
The analysis from the survey found an interesting representation of how participants would view the youth of their community as vulnerable, 35% deemed that they would deem young people as vulnerable, however 35% had an opposite opinion and probably would not class the youth as such. Adding to this, 30% of the respondents selected that they probably would class the young members of their community as vulnerable. Overall, most of the participants would class persons under the age of eighteen as vulnerable, according to Ford (2021) vulnerable young people are at risk of being drawn to crime or gang dynamics. The graph below displays the findings of the question: 
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Table 2: Question 2: Would you categorise the youth / young people of your community as vulnerable?




The data collected from the survey found that an overall percentage of 25% of participants had not heard of the term “county lines” before, with only 35% being somewhat familiar with the expression, additionally a substantial 85% of respondents believe ownership of tackling youth related crime and gang violence was held with the police service, with the other 15% either stating that ownership lies with the parents or could not say. Further analysis of the survey found that an overwhelming 95% of participants believe that county lines and youth related crime is an escalating issue for law enforcement, this is displayed in the graph below: 
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Table 3: Question 5: Do you view County Lines and Youth related Crime as an escalating issue for law enforcement?

	Data from the survey found that if applicable to participants, there is a dissatisfaction with the level of training as well as awareness to powers and policies available to officers and staff, with 35% stating that they are not content. In addition to this 45% believe that they could not identify the early stages of youth involvement with gang related crime. Analysis of the data has created a clear understanding of how little knowledge there is on the matter of youth related crime, both within and outside the police services, as well as concern for the level of attention it is receiving as displayed in the graph below: 
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Table 4: Question 10: Do you view County Lines and Youth gang dynamics as an important issue in policing, therefore requires more awareness?


	To conclude, from analysing the data collected from the surveys, it has can be suggested that young people are especially vulnerable to crime dynamics, a dynamic which is clear to be a continuous growing problem for law enforcement authorities. It could be suggested that effective intervention efforts may also be hampered by the present discontent with the level of training and knowledge that surrounds juvenile crime. The outcome results from the survey showed a prominent police officer and staff response, which could therefore establish further and more accurate insight into how law enforcement perceive county lines. Overall, county lines and youth related crime dynamics is a complex and escalating issue for law enforcement agencies, linked to complex interplay of; social, economic and psychological factors. 



Conclusion and Recommendations 
In this concluding chapter, I will be combining insights drawn from the literature review and the findings of the research undertaken, ultimately providing targeted recommendations to address key issues identified throughout the study. 
The purpose of this research project was to contribute to the analysis of the growth of county lines and gang related dynamics and how are law enforcement agencies handling escalation of youth related crime. The additional objectives of this research project were to identify the historical development of county lines and gang dynamics, and to evaluate the efficiency of law enforcement tactics in resolving gang proliferation and county lines. Additionally, to evaluate how the resources, awareness and training that law enforcement organisations have access to. 
An initial review of current research on the growth of county lines and gang dynamics, found that there was also a requirement for a knowledge advancement, while considerable research has already been conducted on the subject, it can be deduced that the findings in this research will take a critical position towards the study of county lines in the end, concentrating on how it has grown and how law enforcement might better comprehend the social and economic elements that support this type of criminal behaviour (Pitts, 2009). It highlights the necessity of a multidisciplinary approach to the problem, contending that the socio-economic inequalities that underlie the exploration inherent in county lines activities are frequently ignored by present studies (Pitts, 2009). Current research on the topic by Williams and Finlay (2019) referred to how imperative it is, to elevate the calibre of training observed in law enforcement organisations and positively identify individuals who may be vulnerable to gang involvement. Data was collected to discover the efficiency of law enforcement tactics in resolving gang proliferation and county lines. Additionally, to evaluate how the resources, awareness and training that law enforcement organisations have access to, thereby bridging a gap in vital information towards the research project. 
Based on the summary of information that was gathered from my sample group, which consisted of individuals ranging from; police officers, police staff and members of the public, it was suggested by the findings that young people are especially vulnerable to crime dynamics. A dynamic which is clear to be a continuous growing problem for law enforcement authorities. This in turn has contributed to the literature surrounding youth involvement in crime, as supported and previously stated by The Youth Justice Board UK (2022) who published that young people’s participation in violent crime has increased. This was also found to be supported by the Youth Endowment Fund (2022), who made a report in 2022 that youth involvement in gang dynamics was on the rise since the pandemic. 
The same sample group also identified that participants would view the youth of their community as vulnerable, but it was also identified that there was a lack of knowledge and awareness surrounding the topic of county lines itself, particularly with members of the public. It was also found that if applicable to participants, there is a dissatisfaction with the level of training as well as awareness to powers and policies available to officers and staff, which is linked to Hurley and Boulton (2021), still very much relevant point that law enforcement agencies are struggling to challenge and prevent youth crime linked to county lines. On reflection, my research could have requested open questions for participants to complete, particularly in the areas that showed dissatisfaction, as it would have been interesting to see what changes in training formats they would benefit from, as well as what forms of positive action could be taken. 
Recommendations 
It was found that my study was limited by a number of restrictions, one of which was that all of the questions presented to the participants were multiple choice. This made it possible to examine the results and make quantitative comparisons between statistics and earlier findings, however it is lacking the opportunity to collect qualitative data, which would have allowed for the comparison of personal viewpoints. Given the opportunity to repeat my study, I would execute the following points differently; firstly, I would have conducted open-ended interviews of the participants, which as supported by Rainwater (2023) as being one method to gather more in-depth data and study, however this would have taken more preparation and time to complete the project. Another limitation I identified, was although data is an effective tool, its value depends on how well the audience understands it (Quantilope 2024), meaning that police officers and staff who answered the questions may have been de-sensitised to the subject, compared to that of members of the public. I would therefore consider separate styles of interviews for the participants to allow for a broader and unbiased response. 
The outcomes of my research provided me some insight into the growth of county lines and gang related dynamics, as well as how are law enforcement agencies handling escalation, but it also highlights the requirement for future study which surpassed the scope of my own research project. Although my study has identified the historical development of county lines and gang dynamics, it is a rapidly growing and everchanging form of crime, therefore, to evaluate the efficiency of law enforcement tactics in resolving gang proliferation and county lines, could be argued as a never-ending development of study (Harding, 2020). Additionally, I have learnt from this study how there is a lack of knowledge for the resources, awareness and training that law enforcement organisations have access to, but once again, these current and past training methods may not be relevant or applicable in ten years’ time, when once again gang dynamics and the operations of county lines has changed. To conclude, it should be noted that youth related crime is complex as well as vast issue impacted by a range of; social, economic and environmental variables. To properly handle these difficulties as the landscape changes, law enforcement must develop creative and flexible techniques. This study advocates that prevention of youth related gang criminality, will depend heavily on embracing adaptability.  









Bibliography
Balamurugan, V. (2024) - The Power of Anonymity: Why Anonymous Surveys Foster Honest Feedback. Available at: https://blocksurvey.io/features/why-should-surveys-be-anonymous Accessed (18th July 2024) 
Bavington, S. (2021) - Exploring the Impact of Anti-Social Behaviour, Drug-Related Crime and County Lines on Local Communities: A Qualitative Inquiry. Available at: https://www.proquest.com/docview/2531366032?accountid=130472&parentSessionId=37GQgePtpKY8l%2BzwIuU%2FRjujDpJpO%2FHD4KyuNiCeL6M%3D&pq-origsite=primo&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals (Accessed: 12th April 2024) 
Bhandari, P. (2022) - Questionnaire Design | Methods, Question Types & Examples. Available at: https://www.scribbr.co.uk/research-methods/questionnaire-design/ (Accessed: 10th June 2024) 
Davies, M. and Hughes, N. (2014) - Doing a Successful Research Project : Using Qualitative or Quantitative Methods Available at: https://web-p-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ehost/ebookviewer/ebook/bmxlYmtfXzE0NTM5MjNfX0FO0?sid=34bd919a-6399-4764-9a83-da3e74768189@redis&vid=0&format=EB&lpid=lp_1&rid=0 (Accessed: 3rd June 2024) 
Ford, V. (2021) - Targeted support for vulnerable young people in serious violence hotspots Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/targeted-support-for-vulnerable-young-people-in-serious-violence-hotspots Accessed: (18th July 2024) 
Harding, S. (2020) – County Lines: Exploitation and Drug Dealing amongst urban street gangs. Available at: https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/stable/j.ctv114c782.14 (Accessed: 3rd February 2024) 
Hobson, J., Lynch, K., Payne, B., & Ellis, L. (2021) - Are Police-Led Social Crime Prevention Initiatives Effective? A Process and Outcome Evaluation of a UK Youth Intervention. Available at: https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/doi/full/10.1177/1057567718814891 (Accessed: 20th April 2024) 
Holtom, B., Baruch, Y., Aguinis, H., and Ballinger, G,. (2022) - Survey response rates: Trends and a validity assessment framework. Available at: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00187267211070769 Accessed (18th July 2024)  
Hurley, M. and Boulton, L.J. (2021) – Early identification and intervention with individuals at risk of becoming involved in serious and organised crime. Available at: https://www.proquest.com/docview/2550998129?accountid=130472&parentSessionId=uXFj%2B3kpNn6%2FyVgVFvfcEjdL8wDdNeMbB%2F9ue%2FIvpaA%3D&pq-origsite=primo&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals (Accessed: 3rd February 2024) 
Pitts, J. (2009)  -  Intervening in gang-affected neighbourhoods. In M. Blyth & E. Solomon (Eds.), Prevention and youth crime: Is early intervention working? Available at: https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt9qgwqk.9 (Accessed 12th April 2024) 
Quantilope (2024) – Survey results: How to analyse data and report on findings. Available at: https://www.quantilope.com/resources/analyze-survey-results#how-to-analyze (Accessed: 10th June 2024) 
Rainwater, D. (2023) - The Advantages of a Questionnaire Research Project. Available at: https://classroom.synonym.com/types-descriptive-research-methods-11404067.html (Accessed: 3rd June 2024) 

Streefkerk, R. (2022) - Qualitative vs Quantitative Research | Examples & Methods Available at: https://www.scribbr.co.uk/research-methods/quantitative-qualitative-research/ (Accessed: 3rd June 2024) 
The World Health Organisation (2023) – Youth Violence Available at: https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/youth-violence#:~:text=Preventing%20youth%20violence%20requires%20a%20comprehensive%20approach%20that,social%20change%2C%20and%20low%20levels%20of%20social%20protection (Accessed: 12th April 2024) 
The Youth Justice Board UK (2022) – National Crime Agency Annual Report 2022-2023 Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64ccdcfe995827000dc1e90b/National_Crime_Agency_Annual_Report_2022-23_-_web_accessible_version.pdf (Accessed: 12th April 2024) 
Thompson, N. (2019)  -  ‘It’s a No-Win Scenario, either the Police or the Gang Will Get You’: Young People and Organised Crime – Vulnerable or Criminal? Available at: https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/doi/full/10.1177/1473225419843353 (Accessed: 20th March 2024) 
White, N. (2021) - Explained: What 'County Lines' Is And How It Works. Available at: https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/county-lines-how-drug-dealing-works-in-uk_uk_6033d072c5b66da5dba32b2c (Accessed: 2nd February 2024) 

Williams, A. and Finlay, F. (2019) – County lines: How gang crime is affecting our young people. Available at: https://www.proquest.com/docview/2268044505?accountid=130472&parentSessionId=WENR5Amrl20ODJdcKIapnmPUbgfB9MQF56DbAJ9C4I0%3D&pq-origsite=primo&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals (Accessed: 3rd February 2024)   
Youth Endowment Fund (2022) - Statistics update (May 2022): The latest data on police recorded crime, youth victims of homicide and modern slavery. Available at: https://youthendowmentfund.org.uk/reports/statistics-update-may-2022-the-latest-data-on-police-recorded-crime-youth-victims-of-homicide-and-modern-slavery/ (Accessed: 20th April 2024) 














Appendix 
· Appendix A – Questionnaire diagrams 
Table 1: Question 1: Are you a police officer, police staff or member of the public 
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Table 2: Question 2: Would you categorise the youth / young people of your community as vulnerable?
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Description automatically generated]Table 3: Question 5: Do you view County Lines and Youth related Crime as an escalating issue for law enforcement?







	

Table 4: Question 10: Do you view County Lines and Youth gang dynamics as an important issue in policing, therefore requires more awareness?
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· Appendix B – Link to Survey Monkey Questionnaire
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2N6ZRXG
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