Fragmentation

A social practice embedded in the material world, which links people and the material world. Involves deliberate acts of breakage, exchange and deposition of material items. Closely linked to identity construction. Key concepts: enchainment and accumulation; layering and networking.
1. Enchainment: selected fragments of objects used in social exchanges to create enchained links between people. Can also be exchange of parts of bodies / complete objects?
2. Personhood emerges from these enchained relations between people and things (concept of the dividual).
3. Accumulation: objects collected and gathered together into groups or sets; sense that these should be some coherent relationship (type of object/material etc). Also that these are inalienable objects.
4. Knappett equates enchainment with networking: distributed objects and people linked together as nodes within a network.
5. Knappett equates accumulation with layering: identity is gathered together at certain locales such as tombs, hoards etc.

Many of these ideas are embedded in the notion of inalienability: “objects imbued with the intrinsic and ineffable identities of the owners, which are not easy to give away” (Weiner 1992: 6). An inablienable object can never be detached (spiritually) from their owner – even if physically removed. Memories are embedded in objects and provide a link to the past.

In groups of three or four, discuss the three following archaeological examples from Iron Age cemetery of Lefkandi Toumba (Greece). How do these examples illustrate  fragmentation, enchainment, accumulation etc. How important is the concept of inalienability to this use of objects?

Lefkandi Toumba
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Tomb 1: shaft grave, only small scraps of bone. “Centaur” head found, associated with wealthy grave goods: pair of gold earrings, 2 bronze bracelets, faience necklace, glass beads. Pottery: 1 trefoil jug, 1 bowl, 1 dipper jug, 1 oil juglet.

Tomb 3: shaft grave. Ceramic “funerary” offerings on slabs above grave (at depth of 0.6m in shaft): centaur body, animal vase (form of equid), 5 oil juglets. Pebble floor at base of shaft: four bone fragments with 2 gold sheet fragments, 1 bronze brooch (fibula), 1 iron knife with ivory handle, sea shell.


Lefkandi Toumba 
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Heroön: double burial (male cremation and female inhumation), double horse burial.
Richly adorned female: gold pectoral & breast plates; gold & faience necklace with gold pendant (antique – from Babylon, c.2000 BC); iron knife with ivory handle by her head; numerous bronze & iron gilt pins.
Buried in floor of large east-facing apsidal building (45 x 10m) which was then covered by tumulus. Later cemetery grows up to east of building.
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Lefkandi Toumba
[image: Comparable artefacts as found: 1. In the oldest layer, Phase 1, of the Phoenician family tomb no. 1 at Achziv in North Israel dated to the 10th century BC, probably to 950-900 BC; 2. In Toumba tomb 79 at Lefkandi on Euboea in Greece, dated around 900 BC.] [image: lefkandi weights]
Tomb 79: mid-9th century BC. Wealthy male cremation burial. Grave goods include a number of imported “heirlooms”: MBA North Syrian seal (c.19th-17th century), 16 BA haematite weights & bronze weighing balance.
Iron spear and arrowheads, iron sword (killed sword), imported Iron Age Cypriot pot, 


image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg




image7.png
Achziv, Phoenician family Tomb n.1, phase1 Lefkandi, Tomb 79
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