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CRIMINAL LAW. 

What. Is criminal liability?
Criminal liability is determined by a failure to act by the Mens rea or actus reus. If you are criminally liable you are held accountable for breaking the law.  
The actus reus of failure to act, is the omission that makeup the physical factors of a crime. 
There is no general duty to act in law.

There is no general obligation by English or Welsh law for a someone to act to help. If, for example a person sees someone drowning he does not have to jump in the water to try to save them as there are a number of issues that may prevent him for doing so for example, he may not know how to swim thus putting himself at danger and risk. The possible rescuer is not required to act.
There are however numerous situations where a duty to act is compulsory and where omissions fulfil the actus reus of an offence.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Teacher, Law.(November 2018). Actus reus lecture. Retrieved from 
https://www.lawteacher.net/lectures/criminal-law/commiting-an-offence/actus-reus/?vref=1[Accessed 6 November 2022]] 


For a crime to be done by omission the defendant must have power or capability to stop or avert it from occurring. 
For example, a crime done by omission is if someone walks past a car crash and can see that people are severely hurt, but they do not try to help or call the emergency services to help them. By not acting in this situation, it could permanently and seriously affect people’s lives and can be fatal with deadly and disastrous consequences.[footnoteRef:2] [2: https://legalknowledgebase.com/what-is-an-example-of-a-crime-of-omission [accesses 6 November 2022]] 

A statutory duty to act is a legal duty that requires someone to take essential action to avoid harm to another person or to the general public. There are certain types of duty to act that must be enforced and failure to do so would make that person criminally liable for example a doctor’s duty to care for their patients,
an landlords’ duty to safeguard people who are welcomed on his property.
a manager’s duty to give appropriate fire escapes for customers and workers, a
parent’s duty to act in a way to safeguard his children and protect his children.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Clarke, P. (2018) Duty to act, LegalMatch Law Library. LegalMatch. Available at: https://www.legalmatch.com/law-library/article/duty-to-act.html#:~:text=A%20duty%20to%20act%20is%20a%20legal%20duty,under%20a%20statute%20or%20from%20a%20contractual%20relationship.  (Accessed: November 11, 2022). ] 


There are numerous statutory requirements that need a person to act in a certain conduct and which, if the person does not behave in that way, it would cause that person to then become criminally liable. Under “section 7(4) of the Road Traffic Act 1972,” for example, it is an offence to fail to give a sample of breath when needed to do so by a police officer. “Section 170 of the Road Traffic Act 1988” makes it a crime to fail to stop after a road traffic accident.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Teacher, Law.(November 2018). Actus reus lecture. Retrieved from 
https://www.lawteacher.net/lectures/criminal-law/commiting-an-offence/actus-reus/?vref=1[Accessed 6 November 2022]
] 


When there is a particular relationship between the victim and the person who failed to act then criminal liability can happen as a result of the omission. Some examples of the relationships that have a presumption of obligation to care for or protect the other person is a parent and child or a husband and wife. These kinds of relationship enforce some type of obligation on each other, and hence a failure to act and stop something which ends up as one of them becoming a victim of some sort of crime will result in criminal liability. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  N. L. LLB, Failure to Act: Can this result in a Criminal Offence? [Online]. InBrief.co.uk. Available at: https://www.inbrief.co.uk/offences/failure-to-act-law/  (Accessed: 11 November 2022).] 


A contract is an agreement to responsibilities which are implemented or identified by law. When contracting parties’ sign a contract, they both agree to do their part of the duties specified in the agreement.

Contract law rules the relationship, subject and legality of the agreement and contains a wide range of agreements, from the selling of items, providing services to rights.

What Are Contract Obligations?
Contract obligations are those responsibilities that each group is legally responsible for in a contract. In a contract, each group gives something of worth, this can be a product, services, money, etc. 

If either person does not carry out their responsibilities to which they agreed on in the contract, then it is a violation of the agreement.
contract to your specific requirements, to advising and representing you if there has been a breach of contract. [footnoteRef:6] [6:  (2018). Contractual Obligation [Online]. HS Legal Solicitors. Available at: https://hs-legal.co.uk/services/individual-services/civil-litigation/contractual-obligation/ (Accessed: 11 November 2022).
] 

