Abu Bakr 
Abu Bakr’s family came from the Taym clan of the Quraysh. ‘His father was ʿUthām of the clan of Taym of the tribe of Quraysh. His mother was Salma bint Sakhr of the same clan.’[footnoteRef:1] Little research has been gathered regarding Bakr’s parents. It is known that Utham did not convert to Islam when Bakr did but after the capitulation of Mecca in 630 A.D./8 AH, supporting the Quraysh forces until they submitted to Muhammad and subsequently the will of Allah. It is unknown if his mother converted to Islam and information regarding her is limited. However, we do know that she named Bakr in the classical traditional way.  [1: Zaki, M. A. Badawi. "Abū Bakr." Encyclopaedia of Religion, edited by Lindsay Jones, 2nd ed., vol. 1, Macmillan Reference USA, 2005, pp. 19-21. Gale Virtual Reference Library, http://link.galegroup.com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/apps/doc/CX3424500029/GVRL?u=walamp&sid=GVRL&xid=1e9cf081. [Accessed 5 June 2019]] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the classical Arab tradition a person is given an ism (name), kunyah (an agnomen consisting of Abū [father] followed by the name of a son), and laqab [nickname]… although his [Bakr’s] name was Abd Allah, and his laqab, Ati Atik (freed slave), was given to him by his mother because he was spared from the death in infancy that befell all her other sons[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Iblis] 

The nickname given to Bakr was from his mother, suggesting that she lost many children when they were in infancy. The lack of information on the Taym clan and Bakr’s parents suggests that Islamic scholars and historians do not consider his family and clan significant to the development of Islam. This assumption is probably correct as his father only adopted Islam when the Quraysh were defeated and Mecca became Muslim.      
Information regarding Abu Bakr’s life before his conversion is not well documented. However, information regarding Bakr’s appearance, his wives, his date of birth and basic information on his job before his conversion to Islam is available to the researcher. 
Abu Bakr in personal appearance was a man having a fair color and a slender body. His waist was slightly bent so that the cloth that he wore round it often slipped down. He had a thin face with deeply set eyes and broad forehead… His height was in proportion to his body. He had curled hair. His voice was sweet.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Unknown author, ‘Khalifa Abu Bakr - Abu Bakr, The Man’ http://www.alim.org/library/biography/khalifa/content/KAB/19/1 [Accessed: 31st May 2019]] 

There is no guarantee that this description of Abu Bakr is accurate or correct. This portrayal of Bakr could have been fabricated by later Sunnis Muslim scholars to make Bakr look more prestigious and to overshadow his rival Ali and later Shia Muslims. Some scepticism needs to be employed therefore regarding his appearance with awareness of the source. This description is also difficult to verify due to the lack of artistic representation of Abu Bakr and is further complicated by the absence of other descriptions of Bakr. If, however it is accepted that this description is accurate, then it describes an attractive man who possessed a sweet voice, perfect for conducting the Call to Prayer (adhan). The description seems to depict a leader of men, a man who can conduct himself (and others around him) to lead better lives in the name of Allah. If Bakr did have a sweet voice it might have helped his profession. It is believed he was in a mercantile trade, ‘He was a merchant (tād̲j̲ir) worth 40,000 dirhams...’[footnoteRef:4] This suggests that he was not an important merchant as he did not have substantial wealth compared to others in Arabia. These 40,000 dirhams were given to Muhammad and the [image: ]fellow Muslims in Medina when the hajj took place and he stopped his merchant trade once he became a Muslim. The final piece of information available about Bakr before his conversion to Islam is regarding his marriage to his first wife Qutaila. ‘She belonged to the Bani Aamir tribe. She was the mother of two children, Asma and Abdullah. She did not accept Islam, and Abu Bakr divorced her.’[footnoteRef:5] Little information has been gathered regarding Qutaila apart from her unwillingness to adopt Islam and subsequent divorce after Muhammad’s instruction to this effect. It is unclear what she did after this divorce, but she did not influence the spread of Islam. It appears that Bakr was approximately the same age as Muhammad, but this cannot be guaranteed. ‘Abū Bakr was probably born shortly after 570 as he is said to have been three years younger than Muhammad. His father was Abū Ḳuḥāfa (ʿUt̲h̲mān) b. ʿĀmir of the clan of Taym of the tribe of Ḳurays̲h̲.’[footnoteRef:6] This information is an estimation of Bakr’s date of birth and cannot be verified. It is likely that Muhammad knew Abu Bakr before his revelations. It is also likely that Bakr was one of the first people to be told about Muhammad’s religious experiences and that he was one of the first Muslims in the world.  [4:  Montgomery. Watt, W, eds by P.Bearman, Abu Bakr (Encyclopaedia of Islam, Second Edition), 2012 http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/1573-3912_islam_SIM_0165 [Accessed: 31st May 2019]]  [5:  Unknown author, ‘Khalifa Abu Bakr - Abu Bakr in History’ http://www.alim.org/library/biography/khalifa/content/KAB/20/1 [Accessed: 31st May 2019]]  [6:  Montgomery. Watt] 

When Muhammad had his first revelation in 610 C.E. Bakr, ‘[a]ccording to some traditions [became] the first male Muslim after Muhammad.’[footnoteRef:7] Islamic scholars state that Bakr believed Muhammad’s revelations without hesitation and doubt. His trust in Muhammad’s night journey led to the title al-Siddiq being appointed on him by Muhammad. ‘Abu Bakr came to be known as al-Siddiq, the truthful, or the one who trusts, a reference to the fact that he alone immediately believed the Prophet's story of his night journey to Jerusalem.’[footnoteRef:8] This title was significant as it showed Bakr had important influence and power within the early Muslim community. Muhammad wanted to show his fellow Muslims that Bakr was a key member of society and his entourage. Bakr also freed many slaves who became important companions to Muhammad including Bilal.[footnoteRef:9] He was able to free slaves because he brought wealth to the Muslim community. Before his conversion to Islam Bakr was a merchant and therefore accumulated a relatively small amount of wealth, which Muhammad and other Muslims were glad to receive. He gave this wealth away freely for the cause of Islam and this was an act recognised by Muhammad. ‘The Holy Prophet acknowledged that he had utilized the wealth of Abu Bakr more than the wealth of any other person.’[footnoteRef:10] These resources enabled Muhammad to build a Mosque and house in Medina for his family and friends. Abu Bakr’s family began when he converted to Islam and was strengthened at Yathrib. His second wife Umm Ruman accepted Islam upon Bakr’s conversion and she bore him two children, Abdur Rahman and Ayesha [Aisha].[footnoteRef:11] She died in Medina in 628 C.E. His daughter (Ayesha) had great influence and power during the first caliphate but later fought Ali during his caliphate. ‘When Ali became the Caliph, she was involved in the battle against him. Thereafter she retired from politics and lived a quiet life at Madina. ’[footnoteRef:12] This battle also occurred because Ali believed Aisha had committed adultery and wanted Muhammad to divorce her. The animosity between the two remained until Ali defeated her in this battle. She was also influential in her verification of the Hadith and confirming their validity. Bakr’s third wife was Habiba, the daughter of Zaid bin Kharijah Ansarr.[footnoteRef:13] Not much is known about Bakr’s third and fourth wives. His fourth wife was Asma, who was first married to Jafar bin Abu Talib.[footnoteRef:14] Bakr did marry more wives later in life, but these unions were made for purely political alliances. The most significant child for Bakr was Aisha. Her marriage to Muhammad allied Bakr and Muhammad’s families. Muhammad’s trust in her persevered during the allegations of adultery when Aisha lost her necklace and returned with a young man. The eldest daughter of Bakr was Asma, ‘…[who] gave birth to Abdullah, who was the first Muslim child to be born after migration,’[footnoteRef:15] also the first child born after the establishment of the Yathrib community and the start of the Muslim calendar. Abu Bakr’s family, therefore, influenced the growth of the early Muslim community through the marriage of Aisha and Muhammad and her being the source of many later Hadiths. In addition, Abdullah’s birth by Asma produced the first child after the establishment of the Muslim community in Yathrib.  [7:  Iblis]  [8:  Rizwi Faizer, Abu Bakr (Encyclopaedia of Islam and the Muslim World. Ed. Richard C. Martin. Vol. 1. New York, NY: Macmillan Reference USA, 2004) http://go.galegroup.com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ps/i.do?p=GVRL&u=walamp&id=GALE|CX3403500025&v=2.1&it=r [Accessed: 31st May 2019]]  [9:  Iblis]  [10:  ‘Khalifa Abu Bakr - Abu Bakr, The Man’ ]  [11:  Unknown author, ‘Khalifa Abu Bakr - Death of Abu Bakr’ http://www.alim.org/library/biography/khalifa/content/KAB/18/7 [Accessed: 31st May 2019]]  [12:  Iblis]  [13:  Iblis]  [14:  Iblis]  [15:  Iblis] 
Figure 1: Lutfi Abdullah, Persian Miniature: Saqifah vowing to Abu Bakr. On the right Umar, (illustration on paper, illustration 1595) Found: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Abu_bakr2.jpg [Accessed: 31st 2019]

When Muhammad died in 632 A.D. there was much turmoil and grief. Many Muslims did not believe such a thing was true especially as Muhammad had a slight recovery a short while before his death and believed that Muhammad (being the final prophet) was immortal. Bakr addressed his fellow Muslims at their most confused and anguish. ‘“Whichever of you worships Mohammad”, he shouted… [continuing] “know that Mohammad is dead. But whichever of you worships God, know that God is alive and does not die.’[footnoteRef:16] It was decided after Bakr’s speech that he would be granted the title Khalifat Rasul meaning ‘deputy or successor of the messenger of God’[footnoteRef:17]. His caliphate only lasted two years, two months and fifteen days[footnoteRef:18] and it was spent dealing with the ridda (apostasy). The ridda was a period after the Prophet’s death were many pseudo-prophets (such as Musaylimah or Tulayhah[footnoteRef:19]) declared themselves prophets and the rightful successors to Muhammad. These tribes believed they had new prophets and subsequently did not wish to pay the tax to the Muslims. Other tribes argued they swore to pay Muhammad the tax, not the new leader Abu Bakr. ‘When Moslem tax collectors visited their desert encampments, they refused to pay. Their rebellions became so widespread and serios that some Moslem leaders doubted if they could be suppressed’[footnoteRef:20] These tribes were weak compared to the Muslims. ‘Within a year of the Prophet 's death, the rebellious tribes were defeated…’[footnoteRef:21] Even though they were defeated quickly (some sources[footnoteRef:22] claim two years) it was a crisis that could easily have split Islam into several sects, who would have debated the meaning of the Qur’an and the Hadiths. To resolve ridda, Bakr did the following,  [16:  Desmond, Stewart, Great Ages Of Men A History of the World’s Cultures Early Islam (New York, Time-Life International, 1968) p.20]  [17:  Montgomery. Watt]  [18:  ‘Khalifa Abu Bakr - Abu Bakr in History’]  [19:  Afsaruddin Asma, Abū Bakr (The Oxford Encyclopaedia of the Islamic World, unknown publication date), http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/article/opr/t236/e1006?_hi=1&_pos=1 [Accessed: 31st May 2019]]  [20:  Desmond Stewart p.54]  [21:  Iblis]  [22:  Desmond Stewart, p.54] 

First Ṭulayḥa was defeated in a battle at Buzāk̲h̲a, and the area restored to its allegiance to Islam. Soon afterwards, Tamīm abandoned Sad̲j̲āḥ and submitted to Abū Bakr. The most important battle of the ridda was the battle of the Yamāma at ʿAḳrabāʾ (about Rabīʿ I, 12/May 633), known as ‘the garden of death’ on account of the great slaughter on both sides. Here Musaylima, the most serious opponent of the Muslims, was defeated and killed, and central Arabia brought under their control.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Montgomery. Watt] 

During Bakr’s campaign against the pseudo-prophets, he managed to conquer Iraq and Syria for the Muslims, establishing them as Muslim countries. ‘He was the first Muslim ruler to conquer Iraq. He was the first Muslim ruler to conquer Syria.’[footnoteRef:24] These conquests established Arabia as a Muslim peninsula. This was a dream Muhammad had but was unable to achieve before his death. It was instead fulfilled by Bakr. ‘Abu Bakr, faithful to Mohammed’s wish, sent Islam’s banner into Byzantine and Persian empires… Moslem troops soon began to win many territories from the great powers.’[footnoteRef:25]  Even through Bakr had overcome the ridda it is not an understatement to say that one mistake could have collapsed the Muslim community. ‘Islam stood at the brink of a precipice, and any wrong step on the part of Abu Bakr at that stage would have led to the disintegration of Islam.’[footnoteRef:26] The defeat of these pseudo-prophets enabled Bakr to centralise his power as Caliph, as rival claimants were prevented from emerging due to the power he projected. To help future succession Bakr also established the tenants for succession, establishing the foundation for Islamic democracy. ‘[He] [a]sserted the legitimacy of leadership via adherence to the principles of shura (consultation), aqd (contract between ruler and ruled), and bayah (oath of allegiance), forming the basis for modern theories of Islamic democracy.’[footnoteRef:27] Towards the end of Bakr’s life (on the advice of Umar) he decided to codify the Qur’an. This was carried out because it was feared that those who were the best sources to verify the Qur’an and Hadith would soon die or had died during the ridda. The process was started by Bakr but was completed under Umar, the next Caliph.     [24:  ‘Khalifa Abu Bakr - Abu Bakr, The Man’]  [25:  Desmond Stewart, p.54]  [26:  ‘Khalifa Abu Bakr - Abu Bakr in History’]  [27:  Unknown author, Abu Bakr al-Siddiq (The Oxford Encyclopaedia of the Islamic World, unknown publication date) http://www.oxfordislamicstudies.com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/article/opr/t125/e29?_hi=1&_pos=2 [Accessed: 31st May 2019]] 

‘Abū Bakr died on 22 Ḏj̲umādā II, 13/23 August 634 [A.D.], and was buried beside Muhammad.’[footnoteRef:28] Being buried next to the Prophet was a great honour for Bakr and shows how much his fellow Muslims respected him. If it is believed that Muhammad’s final words were, ‘“Oh God [Allah], have pity on those who succeed me”’[footnoteRef:29] then Bakr must have exceeded the Prophet’s expectations as he succeeded in keeping the Muslims united, defeating Musaylimah and Tulayhah, conquering Syria and Iraq and establishing a Caliphate. These conquests enabled a golden age for the four future Caliphs and the early Islamic State, which came to conquer a vast territory of land. ‘The period of their [Caliphs] rule is considered a golden age, when the caliphs were consciously guided by Muhammad's practices.’[footnoteRef:30] Even though Bakr lived a simple life, rejecting wealth, pomp and pretension he became (and still is) a legend to many Muslims across the world. However, not every Muslim respects Bakr.  [28:  Montgomery. Watt]  [29:  Lesley Hazleton, The Chosen ones of Allah (New Statesman, Islamic History Cover Story, 20th June 2011) https://web-b-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=1&sid=0f8cfcab-d7f4-4555-8f95-9d73338505ca%40sessionmgr102 [Accessed: 3rd June 2019]]  [30:  John L. Esposito, ‘Rightly Guided Caliphs’ (Oxford University Press, 2003), https://www-oxfordreference-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/view/10.1093/acref/9780195125580.001.0001/acref-9780195125580-e-2018?rskey=MHZ7az&result=2001 [Accessed: 31st May 2019]] 

Sunnis – named for the sunna, the compiled reports of what Muhammad said and did – say he had indicated that his close companion and father-in-law Abu Bakr should take over. Shias say he appointed the philosopher-warrior Ali, his first cousin and son-in-law, and take their name from Shiat Ali, the followers of Ali[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Iblis ] 

This difference has led the two groups to view Bakr very differently. Many of the sources cited are sunna and are therefore favourable to Bakr. Bakr’s legacy however should be considered great, with him being able to keep unified the early Muslim community. He lived piously and simply, not accepting a lavish life, but instead devoting himself to Muhammad, the Muslim community and Allah. There is a narrative which best describes Bakr’s virtuous nature and his commitment to the Muslim community. 
There is story that in an out of the way street in Madina there was a blind old woman. Umar would go to her house every morning, but he always found that someone else had anticipated his visit and supplied all the wants of the old lady. One day Umar went to the house of the lady earlier than usual and found that the man who visited the old lady every morning was none other than Abu Bakr.[footnoteRef:32]        [32:  ‘Khalifa Abu Bakr - Abu Bakr, The Man’] 

Bakr’s caring nature is shown in this narrative. It shows that above the conquests, ridda and caliphate Bakr was concerned about helping his fellow Muslims and creating a better world, a world Muhammad and Allah would be proud of. 
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