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	 Enhancing Parental Awareness and Support for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in Secondary Schools

	01 Introduction and Research Aim 
This chapter describes how the dissertation will carry out secondary research. It describes the process of identifying literature, selection, validation, and analysis in order to respond to the research aim. The methods chapter facilitates transparency and rigour in the research process, thus replication and reliability. 
Aim: Research targets at critically analysing the impact of parental awareness and participation on the children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) education, behaviour, and emotional wellbeing in the setting of the secondary school. It will examine evidence-based approaches in health and social care which enhance intra-family–school cooperation in order to enhance inclusiveness, academic achievement, and psychosocial care.

	02 Search Strategy 
A search strategy in secondary research is an organised plan on how to find the literature that is relevant and combines keywords, synonyms, and Boolean operators to find the credible sources in the most efficient way (Aliyu, 2017). The research aim generated keywords, such as Autism Spectrum Disorder, ASD, parental awareness, secondary school, parental involvement, and multidisciplinary support. Results were narrowed down using the Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT), e.g., ASD AND parental awareness AND secondary school. An organised plan was documented, with databases, search terms, and combinations being written down to prevent unrepeatability.


	03 Searching for Information 
Databases Used: Google Scholar, PubMed, ProQuest, UWTSD Library.
Filters Applied: Peer-reviewed articles, 2020-2025, studies in the UK.
Adjustments: Adjusted keywords to allow a description of similar ideas, such as inclusive education or neurodivergent-informed parenting.

Source Tracking: Prepared a survey table which included author, year, subject of the study, major findings and relevance.

Definition: Secondary research is associated with analysing the existing literature and data instead of gathering new data (Saunders et al., 2023).
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	05 Research Validation and Analysis
Validation Definition:
Research validation makes sure that the sources are credible, reliable and pertinent to the research question (CRAAP test: Currency, Relevance, Authority, Accuracy, Purpose).
Application:
· Skimmed through titles, abstracts, introductions, and conclusions to check their relevance.
· Preferred peer-reviewed articles in the quality journals and government or NHS reports.
· The critically analysed methodologies of biases or limitations.


Analysis:
Thematic coding was used to identify recurring concepts, including parental awareness, parent-school communication, and multidisciplinary support.
The codes were clustered into themes and recorded in spreadsheets, with cross-links to the research objectives, to guide the findings in Chapter 4.

	06 Inclusion Criteria 
· Articles that are peer-reviewed and fall within the past 10 years.
· UK-based studies or policies.
· Online articles that are in full text.
· Research in secondary school age children with ASD, parental involvement, and multidisciplinary interventions.
	07 Exclusion Criteria 
· Articles older than 10 years.
· Research carried out outside the UK.
· Non-academic sources, opinion blogs or full-text articles that cannot be accessed.
· Studies that were done exclusively on primary school children or irrelevant conditions.

	08 Ethical Considerations
· Definition: Ethics in the secondary research guarantees integrity, transparency, and respect to intellectual property (Saunders et al., 2019).
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Respect for Intellectual Property:


Properly cited all the sources in Harvard referencing.


Privacy and Confidentiality:


Avoided misrepresenting research results.


Data Integrity and Reliability: 


Compliance with Laws and Regulations:


Balanced discussion ensured by incorporating supporting and counter evidence.


 Ensured transparency on source selection and analysis in order to keep credibility.
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Base: All parents (n = 2289).




