	
	Population figures for Wales from 1891 to 1991 

Rural Areas

1891
1901
1911
1921
1931
1951
1961
1971
1981
1991
Dyfed

282.3

248.3

310.2

327.9

321.5

316.2

315.8

316.4

330.2

341.6

Gwynedd

216.4

224.4

220.4

226.4

214.7

218.3

213.7

220.5

230.0

238.6

Powys

117.2

117.7

118.5

118.4

111.9

107.6

102.3

99.2

110.6

116.5

Rural Population 000s

615.9
589.4
649.1
672.7
648.1
642.1
631.8
636.1
670.8
696.7
%age rise/fall

0

-4.3

+10.1

+3.6

-3.7

-1.0

-1.6

+0.6

+5.5

+3.9

Industrial Areas

1891
1901
1911
1921
1931
1951
1961
1971
1981
1991
Clwyd

196.2

213.7

238.6

262.9

268.9

313.9

322.3

358.6

391.1

401.9

Gwent

243.5

285.5

375.5

426.5

409.1

404.7

423.7

441.1

439.9

432.2

Mid Glamorgan

330.3

426.5

585.0

645.3

590.7

530.1

519.6

531.8

538.5

526.5

South Glamorgan

177.5

323.4

268.3

303.6

316.4

351.3

380.3

390.3

384.0

383.3

West Glamorgan

201.1

228.2

304.4

345.5

360.2

356.5

366.3

373.2

367.6

357.8

Industrial Pop. 000s

1148.6
1477.3
1771.8
1983.8
1945.3
1956.5
2012.2
2095.0
2121.1
2101.7
%age rise/fall

0

+28.6

+19.9

+12.0

-2.0

+0.5

+2.8

+4.1

+1.2

-1.0

WALES
1771.4
2012.9
2420.9
2656.5
2593.3
2598.7
2644.0
2731.2
2791.9
2798.5
%age rise/fall

0

+13.6

+20.3

+9.7

-2.4

+0.2

+1.7

+3.3

+2.2

+0.2

The population of the UK as a whole has risen by approximately 2-3% each decade. 

The population figures for Wales have been divided into two areas - Rural and Industrial. This division is based upon the predominant nature of the area (although there are pockets of industrial activity within the rural areas as well as rural tracts within the industrial areas) and provides an useful means of comparison to the national population trends.

At the turn of the century the coal, steel and other heavy industries were scarring the landscapes of Wales, particularly in Glamorgan and Gwent; turning tranquil, picturesque valleys into "Visions of Hell" as one English writer put it. These industries, however, provided employment on a large scale, although not solely for the people of the South Wales valleys. Many people flocked from England, Ireland and from the rural areas of Wales to seek employment. The 1901 census illustrates the high point of this increase in population of at least ten times the national average.

By 1911 changes were taking place. Whilst the industrial population was still rising at a phenomenal rate, the rural population was also increasing at 4-5 times the national average. The main factor for this was the worsening conditions within the industries, including:

· regular pay cuts imposed by the owners on the workers; 

· an ever increasing number of accidents caused by a growing disregard for human life; 

· the employment of more and more workers from Ireland, Italy and Spain who were prepared to work for less pay; and 

· the growing policy of employers to pay the workers in tokens, as opposed to cash, which could only be exchanged in the company store or truck shop, where low quality goods were 'sold' at considerably inflated prices. 

Many of those from the rural areas returned to agriculture as farm labourers or itinerant workers, preferring the safer, yet almost equally impoverished, environs of the countryside to the "Visions of Hell".

The Great War of 1914-18 proved to be beneficial for both heavy industry, particularly steel, and agriculture. Growing mechanisation in warfare and the increased reliance on self-sufficiency in food production due to limited imports meant that both the rural and industrial economies prospered. Peace, however, proved to be something of a two-edged sword. By the end of the war the UK was virtually bankrupt. The demand for steel fell sharply, consequently the need for coal to fire the furnaces was affected. With shipping routes now free from enemy submarines and battleships, cheaper food could be imported from around the world and agriculture went into a slow decline, which has continued even to this day. The 1920s and 30s marked a period of deep depression in the world economy. In Wales this was marked by hunger marches and the growth of the trade union movement. 

After the Second World War (1939-45) the world economy was expanding rapidly and Wales experienced its second industrial revolution. The coal, steel, tinplate and aluminium industries experienced an economic revival which lasted through to the early 1980s. 

The rural economy, however, continued to decline. The affluence that had been bestowed on many parts of the UK was noticeably absent in rural Wales. People from the wealthier areas of the UK, particularly southern England and the West Midlands, began migrating to Wales for their retirement. House prices and wages were far lower in rural Wales than in these affluent areas so the 'incomers' could easily afford to outbid local people for available housing. Low wages and rising house prices has resulted in many Welsh people emigrating, not only to England, but further afield to Canada, Australia and United States of America.
The 1980s and 90s have been marked by a sharp decline in the heavy industries resulting in a significant rise in unemployment, due, in no small part to the policies of the Thatcher governments. The South Wales valleys have been particularly badly hit. Companies from other parts of the UK and overseas, initially attracted to Wales by government grants, have failed to provide sufficient jobs for the indigenous workforce to address the problem of unemployment, and many have now closed down or moved elsewhere to take advantage of cheaper labour and government grant aid in other areas of the UK or other countries. 

In addition a similar fate is befalling companies located in the predominantly rural areas. Unemployment in these areas is now exceeding that of the industrial areas, with 3 of the 4 worst unemployment black spots in Wales being in rural areas. Recent problems in the agriculture industry have done nothing to limit rural depopulation. The pressures on the farming community are considerable and the number of farmers declaring bankruptcy, committing suicide, or just selling their business for what they can get and leaving the land, point to significant social, as well as economic problems, both for the present and the future of rural communities and for Wales as a whole. The problems of rural Wales are compounded by an influx of retired people from the rest of the UK. The average age of the population is rising significantly; this in turn is leading to rising health care and welfare costs. 

All these demographic changes are slowly turning rural Wales into the 'retirement home' of the UK. The needs of the indigenous population for employment and housing are gradually losing out to the need to maintain an apparent rural idyll purely for the purposes of leisure and retirement.


