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Writing Workshop – Researching and writing place and context     HPEN7020
Assessment Part 2 - Review

[bookmark: _Hlk73109189]Task Description 
Review of either a novel or a collection of poems or short stories, or of a play. The intended audience of the review would be readers for the weekend section of The Guardian.

Assessment Part 2 – Review
For this assessment, I have decided to write a review of a novel that will appear in the weekend section of The Guardian. The book I have chosen is The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry written by Rachel Joyce.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Rachel Joyce, The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry, (London: Transworld Publishers Ltd, 2012).
] 



A book review of The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce – an archetypal life journey
Rachel Joyce’s poignant novel The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry, published by Transworld Publishers in 2012, recounts a journey undertaken by the protagonist. His own experience becomes part of a greater story containing the narratives of the people he meets. Rachel Joyce began her writing career as a dramatist of radio plays before she diverted to novels. She has since published seven books. The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry, her debut novel, was longlisted for the Man Booker Prize and shortlisted for the Commonwealth Book Prize.  
Merging both humour and grief, the story traces Harold’s impulsive decisions. Although the author has taken the novel’s epigraph from John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim Progress, the theme has no religious significance. Harold himself is unlike the allegorical Everyman. Instead, he is the archetypal secular modern-day man who does not see his walk as a pilgrimage. However, Harold’s journey does follow the narrative format of these two classic pieces of fiction.
Harold is a retired sixty-five-year-old Englishman who suffers from deep personal anguish. He lives with his wife Maureen with whom he has a strained relationship. He seldom leaves the house since he left work six months ago. His retirement strips him of his identity and his life structure, leaving him withdrawn, and depressed. His wife preoccupies herself with cleaning, washing, and sanitising the house. Not used to Harold’s constant presence, Maureen has no patience for him and demeans him constantly. They are a friendless couple. 
One morning he receives an unexpected letter from Queenie Hennessy.  They were good friends and were colleagues at the brewery. They have not seen each other for over twenty years. Queenie informs him she is dying of cancer. The news troubles Harold and he feels guilty about how they parted all those years ago. He writes her a short note on the same day, ‘Dear Queenie, Thank you for your letter. I am very sorry. Yours Best wishes – Harold (Fry)’. 
[bookmark: _Hlk73087391]When he leaves home that morning to post his letter, he guiltily questions whether his short note is enough to make amends, and this prompts him to hold on to it when he reaches the post box. Unsure of whether he should let go of the note, he walks to the next post box, while he decides. After several unsuccessful attempts, he continues walking, and chances upon a girl serving at a garage whose words inspire him. She tells him that ‘faith’ can help him achieve whatever he wants. All he has to do is trust and believe that the person will recover.
[bookmark: _Hlk73087143]Harold concludes he will deliver the note in person to Queenie at the hospice. He is aware he has no religious faith to give him solace. He wants to keep Queenie alive, and so he decides to keep walking to see her. He calls the hospice to let her know that she must stay alive till he gets there. He realises his mission will keep him from returning home and telephones Maureen from a phone booth to inform her. She is upset by his trip to see Queenie and despite her previous treatment of him, she does not understand why he has left. Harold continues his journey on foot wearing his inappropriate yachting shoes. He embarks upon a 600-mile walk from Devon, across England to Berwick Upon Tweed in the northeast, past Hadrian’s wall. The only other possession he carries is his wallet. His mobile phone is at home. His journey is single-minded and filled with purpose. ‘He was not someone off to the post box. He was walking to Queenie Hennessy. He was beginning again.’ 
The story is conveyed from both Harold and Maureen’s different narrative perspectives. As the novel moves between their points of view, both characters’ inner thoughts and their history are revealed. The reader learns through Harold and Maureen’s reflections the gradual changes in their personalities brought about by the people, events, and experiences they encounter. Harold’s thoughts expose some unpleasant truths as the narrative progresses. ‘The morning his son looked up at his father and asked for help, Harold gave nothing.’ Harold realises ‘he wasn't so much walking to Queenie as away from himself’. Harold’s back story and his gradual admission of his own misdemeanours inspire the reader to understand him more. As the story unfolds readers observe Maureen’s cold indifference waver over Harold’s departure with regret. She deliberates over his desire to see Queenie, and ‘reacquainting herself with this knowledge, after the ignorance of sleep, was even more painful than hearing it on the telephone’. Her emotional shift invites the reader to speculate whether Harold’s mission to see Queenie is a turning point in her change of attitude towards her husband. The gradual disclosure of the couple’s dilemmas captures the readers’ curiosity to follow through with the narrative’s developments. Will they resolve their issues with each other? Their revelations encourage the reader to empathise and bond with both characters. The novel’s events do not follow a chronological order. Instead, the author reveals the story’s elements out of sequence, and this generates a sense of uncertainty. The use of tension is achieved by moving between time and perspectives, which in turn helps build complexity. Queenie’s questionable ability to fight death until Harold reaches her drives the suspense and tension as the story progresses. Reflections flitter back and forth between the past and present, allowing the reader to explore the mysteries that develop in the subplots.  
This well-crafted story is both captivating and uplifting. The narrative contains an array of recognisable archetypal characters and universal stories embedded with a wealth of shared human connections. Written in the third person, the characters, though remarkably ordinary, capture the reader’s heart. Harold encounters a mix of people who are troubled, weighed down by past and present dilemmas, have secrets, addictions, and stories they are unable to reveal. Like him, they hide behind closed shutters, closed minds, closed lips, clichés, and they adopt different personas to stubbornly survive. The gentleman Harold meets at the café is a true example:
The silver-haired gentleman was in truth nothing like the man Harold had first imagined him to be. He was a chap like himself with a unique pain; and yet there would be no knowing that if you passed him in the street.
[bookmark: _Hlk73089124]These relatable characters have been crafted to allow the reader to engage closely with their lives, challenges, joys, and sorrows. It is difficult not to draw a parallel with Harold’s journey and the individual journeys within the stories of the people he meets. The author has a way of expressing universality in their behaviour projected through the protagonist’s thoughts:
 “When I tell people what I’m doing, they seemed to understand. They look at their own lives and they want me to get there. They want Queenie to live as much as I do.”
[bookmark: _Hlk73087439]The overarching themes of grief, friendship, dysfunctional relationships, love, regret, and old age illustrate relatable life experiences for the reader. Harold’s walk is an archetypal life journey that highlights these themes. It is not just a physical feat but also a metaphorical journey through life. The book taps into Harold’s sentiments and revelations regarding his own unmanageable problems, and how these affect and reflect his different relationships. He analyses the facets of his life through each generation while making his way to the hospice to see Queenie. His father sometimes said, ‘Harold was a dirty beggar’, other times he reacted ‘as if the boy were a pain inside his head’. This hurtful and uncomfortable connection influenced his relationship with his own son David. Here, Rachel Joyce adeptly depicts the battle for self-worth despite internal strife. Harold’s emotional journey resonates with a parallel archetypal pilgrimage filled with turmoil and triumphs. His trek into the unknown is a reminder to the reader that life can be both painful and delightful. As he moves further away from home his self-examination increases in intensity. Harold’s encounters with fascinating characters open his heart, although sometimes the poignant theme of the dysfunctional family still has the power to challenge him. When a young woman he meets habitually swears without the intent of being rude, it ‘reminded him of the very deliberate way David swore’, and ‘given what he felt for his father, the foulest expressions were the only ones suitable’. In contrast, the repeated theme of the unexpected kindness of strangers strengthens the message of trusting in life and others. On a day when it was raining heavily, a motorist pulls up alongside and asks, ‘“Are you lost? Do you need directions?”’.  The central overall theme of the book is the superhuman effort of ordinary people to be seen as normal: 
It must be the same all over England. People were buying milk, or filling their cars with petrol, or even posting letters. And what no one else knew was the appalling weight of the thing they were carrying inside. The superhuman effort it took sometimes to be normal.
This aspect of the book is a reminder for the reader to be more aware, more appreciative, and less judgemental of those around us. Harold’s journey is a transformational process, a symbol of personal development. 
Rachel Joyce’s writing is expressive and elegant. She knows how to captivate her reader. Written in a minimalist style, her particular flair for simple yet evocative language allows the story to be absorbed easily. The author understands how to engage the reader’s heart and mind, drawing them in with poignant incidents and characters. Her deft description of Harold’s nostalgic account of his mother defines her expertise as a writer: 
He could smell her musk scent. See the white powder on her skin and know, even without her being there, that if she had allowed him to kiss her cheek it would have tasted of marshmallows.  
Despite the serious psychological elements, there are many moments of comedy. Injecting a comic style into her writing is an essential strategy of the narrative. Difficult truths are brought out in jest. On one occasion a Slovakian lady Harold had met on his journey remarked after she had his shoes repaired and had washed and bandaged his sore feet, ‘“You don’t get service like [this] at the NHS.”’ Although in her country, she was a doctor, she said ‘“I only get cleaning work in England. You think your feet are bad. You should see the fucking lavatories I have to scrub.”’ In another instance, a doctor asked Maureen with a serious tone if Harold’s forgetting is a ‘“senior moment”’. 
One of the highlights of the novel is Rachel Joyce’s depiction of the outside world. She has a flair for evoking nature through words and her description of Harold’s journey through the English landscape is illustrative of this. She writes, ‘Between gaps in the banks, the land rolled up and down, carved into chequered fields, and lined with ridges of hedging and trees’. She describes the sky and a view in the distance as ‘combed through with cloud’ and ‘far ahead the horizon was no more than a blue brushstroke, pale as water’.
There are some weak elements in the book. The storyline in some instances seems contrived. On several occasions, the setting and circumstances are introduced specifically to carry on the sequence of events. These incidents appear inauthentic. In addition, Harold’s morally noble persona can seem to change to suit that scene, which seems forced. Some of the people Harold encounters appear to be present, strangely, at the right place and the right time. When his calf muscles give way, and he tumbles to the ground ‘someone was tugging at his arms and shouting about an ambulance. The woman who rescued him had spotted him fall from her bathroom window’. 
In her novel, The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry Rachel Joyce demonstrates her ability to comprehend and communicate the complexities of the human mind. The book encourages the reader to self-reflect. The compassionate character portrayal of a man, with anecdotes about himself and his family relationships, is an evocative vehicle for the human condition. Rachel Joyce deftly uses the subtle emotional elements of humour and pathos. The narrative’s melancholic tone has the potential to provoke nostalgia. The often-philosophical protagonist is complex and confusing yet endearing, and his well-crafted character makes him memorable. We cheer him on through his journey. The story is powerful, engaging, and informative. Like Maureen, the reader is compelled to wonder ‘Had he been waiting for Queenie for twenty years? Had Queenie Hennessy been waiting for him?’. 

***



Bibliography:
‘An Interview with Rachel Joyce’, BookBrowse < https://www.bookbrowse.com/author_interviews/full/index.cfm/author_number/2196/rachel-joyce> [accessed 23 April 2021]
Ardagh, Philip and Buckley-Archer, Linda, ‘How to write a book review?’, The Guardian, 26 May 2011. < https://www.theguardian.com/childrens-books-site/2011/may/26/writing-book-review> [accessed 23 April 2021]
Bunyan, John, The Pilgrim’s Progress (New Kensington: Whitaker House, 1973)
‘Every Man’, Everyman and Other Miracle and Morality Plays (New York: Dover Publications, 1995)
Feigel, Lara, ‘Hot Stew by Fiona Mozley review – a dazzling Dickensian tale’, The Guardian, 10 March 2021. < https://www.theguardian.com/books/2021/mar/10/hot-stew-by-fiona-mozley-review-a-dazzling-dickensian-tale> [accessed 23 April 2021] 
Flood, Alison, ‘Rachel Joyce: I’m drawn to people who find themselves on the outside of things’, The Guardian, 06 July 2013. <https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/jul/06/rachel-joyce-interview-perfect> [accessed 26 April 2021]
Ghadiali, Ashish, ‘The Fortune Men by Nadifa Mohamed review – a miscarriage of justice revisited, The Guardian, 25 May 2021. < https://www.theguardian.com/books/2021/may/25/the-fortune-men-by-nadifa-mohamed-review-a-miscarriage-of-justice-revisited> [accessed 26 May 2021]
‘How to Write a Compelling Book Review’, Elite Editing 05 June 2019. < https://eliteediting.com/resources/how-to-write-book-review/> [accessed 28 April 2021]
‘How to Write Riveting Book Reviews’, Free Lance Writing < https://www.freelancewriting.com/copywriting/writing-riveting-book-reviews/> [accessed 23 April 2021]
Jackson, Tina, “Author Rachel Joyce I’m drawn to the people who struggle’, Metro, 03 July 2013. <https://metro.co.uk/2013/07/03/author-rachel-joyce-im-drawn-to-the-people-who-struggle-3865822/> [accessed 26 April 2021]
Joyce, Rachel, The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry (London: Transworld Publishers Ltd, 2012) 
Nichol, Mark, ‘How to Write a Book Review’, Daily Writing Tips, < https://www.dailywritingtips.com/how-to-write-a-book-review/> [accessed 06 May 2021]
‘Seventeen Book review examples to Help You Write the Perfect Review’ Discovery Blog 29 March 2021. https://reedsy.com/discovery/blog/book-review-examples [accessed 06 May 2021]
image1.jpeg
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





image2.png
can (1).pdf - Adobe Acrobat Reader DC - X

File Edit View Window Help

Home  Tools Scan (pdf % @ A signin

w e 8 R ® 0 | Bead

Search ‘Recognize Text'

[ EBportPOF v

[ create POF ~

‘Adobe PDF Pack @
ol Convert files to PDF and
” > easily combine them vith
il g / AVERN { % other file types with a paid
v subscription

» » | Select File to Convert to PDF

Select File

2 editpor

Create, edit and sign PDF
forms & agreements

Start Free Trial

1046

H £ Type here to search B sy N






1708142 


Prithi Sabrina 


Nathan 


Shukla


 


1


 


| 


Page


 


 


Postgraduate/Distance Learning 


 


Assignment Coversheet & Feedback Form


 


[Please insert this coversheet as the first page of the assignment you are submitting]


 


For completion by the student


:


 


Student Name:


 


Prithi Sabrina Nathan Shukla


 


 


Module code:


 


HPEN7020


 


 


Student University 


Number:


 


1708142


 


Educational 


support needs:


 


Yes/


No


 


 


Module title:


 


 


Writing Workshop: 


Researching and writing place in context


 


 


 


Module tutor:


 


Rosalind Hudis


 


 


Assignment title:


 


Assessment Part 


2


 


 


Assignment due date


:


 


29 May 2021


 


 


I confirm that this is my original work and that I have adhered to the University policy on 


plagiarism.


 


 


Name ……………………………………………………………


 


 


Assignment Mark


 


 


1


st


 


Marker’s Provisional mark


 


 


 


2


nd


 


Marker’s/Moderator’s provisional mark


 


 


 


Agreed Internal Mark


 


 


 


External Examiner mark (if relevant)


 


 


Final Mark


 


 


NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the Final 


Examination Board


 


 


 




1708142  Prithi Sabrina  Nathan  Shukla   1   |  Page     Postgraduate/Distance Learning    Assignment Coversheet & Feedback Form   [Please insert this coversheet as the first page of the assignment you are submitting]  

For completion by the student :   Student Name:   Prithi Sabrina Nathan Shukla  

  Module code:   HPEN7020    Student University  Number:   1708142  Educational  support needs:   Yes/ No  

  Module title:     Writing Workshop:  Researching and writing place in context    

  Module tutor:   Rosalind Hudis  

  Assignment title:   Assessment Part  2  

  Assignment due date :   29 May 2021  

  I confirm that this is my original work and that I have adhered to the University policy on  plagiarism.     Name ……………………………………………………………    

Assignment Mark  

  1 st   Marker’s Provisional mark   

  2 nd   Marker’s/Moderator’s provisional mark   

  Agreed Internal Mark   

  External Examiner mark (if relevant)   

Final Mark     NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the Final  Examination Board     

