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Summary
Sharp, L. (2000). The Commodification of the Body and Its Parts. 
In “The Commodification of the Body and its Parts”, written in 2000 and published by Annual Reviews based in California, Sharp analyses the fundamental characteristics of commodification as well as defining examples of the manipulation and commercialisation of the human body, through a litany of examples. The author begins by explaining the differences between key terminology, such as body fragmentation and integrity, as well as commodification itself, together with the questions that arise deriving from understanding each term and cause for wider study within anthropology and archaeology. Included within the article are historical reviews and evidence of multiple contextual studies, each relating to an example of commodification given, and extensive discussion of the implications and further questions regarding these issues. Included within the article are discussions revolving around body boundaries, as well as what lies either side of what is one’s body, and what is not: most notably cross-cultural examination of self and personhood, as well as extensive discussion of biomedical technologies, female reproduction, touching on topics as unconventional as sorcery and endocannibalism.
[bookmark: _Int_G2gy02GS]The key points for each argument are as follows, sociocultural anthropology, a theme encompassing the article as a whole, including conversation involving the metaphorical and literal fragmentation of the body, with reference to the scientific and medical processes involved in doing so, such as transplantation of organs and blood. Historical study of the commodified body, referencing the use of the body for economic, social and symbolic purposes as well as the positive and negative significances of these practices. It also, most interestingly, discusses reproduction and associated technologies, such as the anthropological interest in social implications of female fertility and issues surrounding it, such as the objectification and commodification of the birthing process. This segment also includes the ethical debate surrounding neonate ‘tissue’, and at which point a child becomes an entirely separate entity than their mother, and other issues surrounding body autonomy for women, fetuses, and surrogacy.  Similarly, Sharp explores medical procedures through the lense of anthropology through the consideration of body commodification and fragmentation, discussing organ donation and transplantation, as well as the debated issues surrounding gender affirming surgery, combining this with a debate of issues of the self and personhood.  (356 words)
Review
Sharp explores anthropological concepts such as body commodification and fragmentation, as well as the social implications of each theory. The overall viewpoint of both fragmentation and commodification is one I find hugely appealing for further research and understanding and is a concept I fundamentally agree with. I further find the topics discussed in this article by Sharp compelling, the specific examples given within assisting in my conceptualization of the concepts of fragmentation and commodification, topics that can be easily identified with (such as female social concepts and medical theory), things I find thought provoking even outside of academic research. 
[bookmark: _Int_zoJAkk6c]The language and particularly theoretical vernacular used by Sharp within this article was initially fairly incomprehensible, however with closer reading and increased concentration it became straightforward and even enjoyable to decipher. The author, Lesley Sharp, demonstrates her background as a sociocultural and medical anthropologist, discussing many links to her previous work in the fields of embodiment theory, bioethics, morality and technology studies, among others. Her work is an exemplar model of body commodification due to the many examples of the human body becoming ‘fragmented’, a vehicle for social commentary as well as moral arguments, be that physical body parts, the clearest given example coming to light through discussion of transplantable organs, as well as pregnancy tissue and moral questions regarding surrogacy. Similarly, the article not only discusses physiological fragmentation, but psychological aspects of humanity, through the use of morals, even branching into religion through the discussion of spirituality through sorcery. Overall, Sharp’s “The Commodification of the Body and its Parts” was a generally enjoyable and an exceedingly useful article for understanding, discussion and further research into body commodity and fragmentation. 
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