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E-voting in Estonia's 2007 parliament elections

Posted by Jaanus at 17:31 | Permalink
We are going to have parliament elections in Estonia on March 4, 2007. And this is my voting station.





We’re going to be the first country doing a binding e-vote in the parliament elections. And to me, it’s very practical, as I’m currently staying elsewhere. On the voting day, I will be hundreds of klicks from the nearest voting station at some Estonian embassy and more than a thousand klicks from Estonia itself, and if I wanted to vote at an embassy, I would have to sign up beforehand and go through a lot of hoops. But now on the Internet, I can just sign in with my ID card and get it done.

The ID card is the cornerstone to enabling the voting. See more about the card at id.ee.

As for the voting itself, there’s now an English information page available. I previously linked to a bunch of publications.

So to vote over the Internet, you need a computer with Internet, smart card reader and your ID card. All of these can be reused for other purposes, be it e-banking or tax declaration or whatever else there may be ongoing in e-Estonia. So there was nothing special I had to do or buy to get going with e-voting. Also I don’t need to register or anything, because the government knows that I’m an eligible voter as I’m registered properly in the population database.

A note to foreigners

Differently from the 2005 municipal elections where pretty much all residents of Estonia can vote, the parliament election is open only to citizens. However, your citizenship status is not checked during the trial vote (the trial goes on until Feb 19 2007). This means that if you are a foreigner holding a valid Estonian ID card, you can try out the trial voting but you can’t vote in the real thing. So go ahead and try it out “while supplies last” 

The interface

