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Introduction
The aim of this report is to analyse and perform a research on the virtual learning environment for the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. 
Weiss et al (2007) stated that the digital environment should go beyond the traditional way of learning and teaching, as the technology is taking over the entire world. The virtual learning environment is more open minded and attractive for the young age students, as information is easily reachable and approachable. 

Main Body
As a student at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David I can affirm that during this challenging period with the Covid 19 pandemic spreading all over the globe, the VLE was the principal tool used by students for distance learning (JISC. Digital Media, 2015).
According to Risquez et al (2013) the resources available for students need to be appropriate explained and easily accessible to all students. As per my personal experience with VLE, was quite hard to find links and assignments briefs, and I found my initial experience being quite confusing and overwhelming.
Laurillard (2010) states that the tutors must engage students by using adequate and reliable content, good design and be able to support students throughout the course with good information and real scenarios. Research needs to be carried out, so the information provided can be reliable and up to date. 
The main reason behind the VLE is that the students can have access to all the information needed in order to achieve their best result and to be able to clearly understand the module.
As I was filling in my questionnaire, I realised that most of the questions had as answer the option “Neither agree nor disagree”. From my point of view this course has been challenging because of the way it was delivered, most of the time being unable to clearly understand what I was asked to do and how the assignments will take place.
I consider that the learning methods need to be done face to face, not through a screen, remotely. As Yarmey (2011) stated, the fact that the technology is widely expanding, we need to keep up with the innovation and to be able to fit into this virtual world.
Is easy to access all the information online, from smartphone, tablet or computer. You do not need to be in a special place or location, but mandatory is just a good connection to the internet. 
The research I conducted in between my colleagues, revealed that more than 80% of them were having the same thoughts regarding virtual learning. But maybe as first-time students, starting to learn and study with this innovative technique was overwhelming, because we didn’t knew what to expect from this type on learning. 
Moodle is very confusing with lots on information not reliable for my course, finding more than one module and submission links not related to the present modules from this semester, made me feel lost. I felt like I took a bad decision by enrolling to this course at this challenging time. 
According to University Business (2016) in 2015 an NSS (National Student Survey) report stated that only 73% of students reported satisfaction with assessments and feedback, which was a quite low score. From this fact we can say that students are not felling supported with the virtual experience offered by the universities, the explanations given or with the clarity of the information.
As we can see from the graph below from Statista, regarding online learning during the pandemic, the number of pupils being affected by this abrupt change in education had dramatically increased in just a few months.
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The forced attempt to switch to online learning due to the Covid-19 pandemic has separated the world in 2 groups: the technologically prepared ones, with access to internet and reliable gadgets and devices, and the ones from third world countries where this type of technology barely exists. Probably for the future the educational system to be used will be a hybrid one, combining the traditional offline learning with the virtual learning.
According to Statista (2021), the E-learning market size is predicted to double in size by 2026. The digital e-learning market is anticipated to grow drastically due to the flexibility and accessibility this type of learning can offer. The graph presented below shows us the anticipated increase for the next 5 years.
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According to Gminsights (2020) we can see from the graph, that UK is anticipated to be one of the countries with the largest expansion on digital and virtual learning for the next 5 year. The reasons behind this growth will be the developed infrastructure, having access to the latest technologies and the training provided to the companies and corporations for their staff.
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Universities should conduct surveys and see what are the opinions and thoughts the students have regarding the course, the assignments and the way the modules are structured. In my opinion these need to be addressed at the beginning of the semester to have a clear start and to be able to have a template students can use for their work. 
These surveys need to be taken into consideration for the good of the students and as well for the teachers to be clear from the beginning, so the students will not need to ask the same questions over and over again. The key for all this to run smoothly, is to be clear, concise and organised.

Conclusion
To wrap all up, as this new way of learning will spread rapidly worldwide, we need to adapt ourselves and integrate into this innovative virtual learning environment. It is up to us if the transition will be a smooth one, without any problems, or will be a hard one. The important thing is to embrace and accept this change, as it part of our growth and only this way we can evolve. 
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