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[bookmark: _Hlk89611465]The extract is from the Carta Caritatis meaning the charter of charity and is the seen as the constitution of the Cistercian order.[footnoteRef:1] There are three separate variants of the charter: Carta Caritatis Prior (CC1), Summa Carte Caritatis and the Carta Caritatis Posterior (CC2). These are key documents for historians, especially as the dating of these texts are central to the question of when did the Cistercian order come into being. There is scholarly disagreement about when written and who composed them[footnoteRef:2]. Lawrence states that the surviving texts have been subject to “successive amendments and interpolations.”[footnoteRef:3]  Burton and Kerr agree with Waddell who has argued that the earliest text dates to around 1119[footnoteRef:4]. For Waddell the Carta Caritatis Prior is the earliest text that was confirmed by Pope Calixtus 11 in 1119[footnoteRef:5]. Berman has more controversially argued that the Carta Caritatis Prior dates to about 1170 and the papal bull of Calixtus is a forgery and there is no reason to believe that the Charter of Charity was confirmed in 1119[footnoteRef:6].  [1:  Burton, J and Kerr, J. The Cistercians in the Middle Ages. Boydell and Brewer. 2011. P.21; Lawrence, C, H. Medieval Monasticism. Longman. 2001. p.183. ]  [2:  Lawrence,  p.184]  [3:  Lawrence, p.184]  [4:  Newman, M. in The Cambridge Companion to the Cistercian Order, Cambridge University Press. 2013 p.27. Burton, J and Kerr, J. p.30. ]  [5:  Waddell in Burton and Kerr. P.30]  [6:  Berman, C,H. The Cistercian Evolution.  University of Pennsylvania Press. 2000. p.59] 

The extract refers to the “New Monastery.” This is the name used for Citeaux in its initial period. This may provide evidence to argue that the period of the writing of the extract can be narrowed down to a period when the term New Monastery was still in use and before it was replaced by use of Citeaux. The extract mentions; abbots; La Ferte and rest of the monasteries. This clearly indicates a time when the daughter houses of Citeaux were in existence and that the daughter houses had daughter houses of their own.  This would indicate a composition date between when the daughter houses started to expand and set up their own houses and when the term “New Monastery” was in use. This would appear to support a date after 1119.
In my view at the heart of the Carta Caritatis is a tension between being faithful to the Rule of Benedict and seeking the purity of the Rule and dealing with expansion which inevitably takes you away from the Rule. It reads as a practical, working document which helps provide a framework for an expanding organisation. Line one refers to three messengers are to be sent. This could indicate how the Carta Caritatis was drawn up in a way as to reduce the risk of the election process being hijacked or corrupted and thereby help ensure a fair election. It indicates that the abbots of the daughter houses and others had a supervisory or observational role in the election. This could be important to ensure that the election of the abbot of the New Monastery was accepted by the wider movement and reduce the risk of instability. This indicates the nuanced nature of the Carta Caritatis; its practical nature and purpose and a concern of ensuring stability. The three messengers may also be related and referencing the three daughter houses of La Ferte, Pontigny and Clairvaux. 
La Ferte, Pontigny and Clairvaux are directly referenced in the Carta Caritatis Prior having an oversight role of Citeaux but no mention is made of Morimond which is seen as the fourth daughter house of Citeaux[footnoteRef:7]. The Carta Caritatis Posterior includes Morimond but also drops reference to the new monastery[footnoteRef:8]. This again raises interesting questions over dating and interpretation and also status. In discussion of Morimond, Burton and Kerr comment on the need for caution when interpreting Cistercian documents especially in looking at dates. The inclusion / exclusion of Morimond In the documents also provides evidence that the Charter of Charity was a working document subject to change and revision which supports Lawrence[footnoteRef:9].  [7:  Burton and Kerr. P.24]  [8:  Berman, P. 56]  [9:  Lawrence. P184] 

The question of status can also be seen in relation to the abbot of La Ferte taking over the running of the New Monastery until a new abbot was elected[footnoteRef:10]. La Ferte was the first daughter house of Citeaux which was founded in 1113. Pontigny was founded in 1114, and Clairvaux in 1115[footnoteRef:11]. Chapter 63 of The Rule of Benedict states that the rank of monks is “according to their date of entry”.[footnoteRef:12] This line illustrates both the early Cistercians need and ability to adapt The Rule of Benedict; in seeking to apply the Rule in relation to rank from individuals to monasteries. It also sheds light on the organisational structure of the Cistercian movement and illustrates how this linked to the underlying principles contained in the Rule of Benedict. It also demonstrates the importance of rank and status.    [10:  Carta Caritatis]  [11:  Burton and Kerr, Lawrence, Bruun.]  [12:  Fry, T. The Rule of St. Benedict. The Liturgical Press. 1982. P. 85] 

The extract highlights the importance of the Rule of Benedict and the Cistercians incorporating this. This is highlighted in the election of abbots to other monasteries other than the New Monastery mentioned in the extract. This refers to Chapter 64 of the Rule of Benedict and the “guiding principle” that the abbot should be selected by the whole community rather than appointed.[footnoteRef:13] This marked a significant defining difference and the rejection of member abbeys being “reduced to dependent status.”[footnoteRef:14] This also underlines the reformist nature of the Cistercian movement.  [13:  Ibid p.86]  [14:  Lawrence. P. 184] 
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