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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Within Children’s services in social work there are relevant legislations that dictate the way that social workers practice. Safeguarding children in Wales is underpinned by legislation designed to ensure their safety and well-being is paramount. The overarching legislations that govern children’s services are the Children Act 1989 and the Social Services Wellbeing (Wales) Act 2014. These two acts are used within Wales to ensure that children remain safe from abuse and they outline the safeguarding procedures that need to followed. Child protection is critical area within social work, Coulshed and Orme (2012) state that it is a complex area due to matter that consequences of a mishandled abuse enquiry can be injury (both emotionally and physical), and/or in worse cases death. It is essential that social workers have a good understanding of the relevant legislations that are relevant to the area that they are practicing in (Brammer, 2020)
The Children Act 1989 (CA89) is a primary piece of legislation, it sets out the duties that are required of all local authorities to safeguard and promote the wellbeing and safety of children within that local authority (LA). The National Independent Safeguarding Board Wales (NISBW) oversees the local governing bodies “providing support and advice to Safeguarding Boards ensuring that they are effective, reporting on the adequacy and effectiveness of arrangements to safeguard children and adults in Wales and making recommendations to the Welsh Ministers as to how those arrangements could be improved” (National Independent Safeguarding Board Wales (2024). 
Section 47 of the CA89 explains that if LA receive information or concerns regarding a child’s welfare, this section sets out the legal duty that LA have to investigate these concerns. The reason that Sc.47 investigations are carried out are to “investigate if the child is suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm” (Bretherton Law (2024).
Within Wales social workers follow the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019 for Children and adults who are at risk off abuse or neglect. These are the national procedures that set out the roles and responsibilities for practitioners. Detailing what to do and how to do it, when a safeguarding concerns arise. They were created to help practitioners in Wales to apply the legislation and statutory guidance set out in the SSWBA (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2019). They replaced previous procedures including Wales Interim Policy and Procedures for the Protection of Vulnerable Adults from Abuse 2010. 
Each local authority will have their own regional policies set out by regional safeguarding boards. These boards have a different purpose compared to the local boards. They aim to coordinate the “strategic direction, collaboration, consistency and improvement of practice” across the whole region. Local boards focus on “coordinating and working towards ensuring effectiveness of local arrangements to safeguard and promote the wellbeing of adults at risk, children and young people” (CYSUR, 2019).
Organisations such as schools, healthcare providers, and social services, or anyone that works or is involved with the care and education of children will have their own safeguarding policies. These will follow the national and local guidelines, they have been designed and created with the aim of ensuring that the children’s welfare within that organisation is vital. 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

One of the key differences when looking at safeguarding Adults and Children is the different forms of abuse that can take place. They are both similar in that they can both be affected by physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, psychological abuse, and neglect. However, when safeguarding adults there are other forms of abuse that they are more likely to be at risk of such as financial and institutional. (Reference) This is not to say that Children cannot be subject to financial abuse, as they can be pressured about money and misuse money. 
When dealing with risk and protection there is numerous moral and ethical challenges in place for social workers and when evaluating these risks, there are no right or wrong answers  (Adams, Dominelli and Payne, 2009). This is one difference between children and adults as adults are best placed to judge their well-being when compared with children, the only time that this would be questioned is if the adults lacked capacity and the decisions they made put their safety at risk. However, lack of capacity would need to be confirmed, as under the Mental Capacity Act 2005, Section 1, part 4 “A person is not to be treated as unable to make a decision merely because he makes an unwise decision”.
How concerns are reported are different between adults and children. Both require professionals and people from the public to report concerns regarding welfare or significant harm. Both adults and children requiring social services to respond to these concerns, as stated in s.126(2) of the Social Services and Well-being Act (Wales) 2014. With children if the it is believed necessary and evidence indicates, S47 investigation is initiated. The main difference with this is that with children the if the LA have reasonable cause that a child is at risk if significant harm they will initiate a strategy discussion/meeting (Wales Safeguarding Procedures, 2014). During these meetings professionals will assess using all the information gathered whether a criminal investigation is needed, any immediate safeguarding measures are needed and is a S47 enquiry is needed either by Children's Services, by the police, or by both (West Berkshire Council, 2024). 
However the main difference with this is that if an adult does not consent to safeguarding enquiries and they have capacity around the risks, then the LA is unable to do anything else. Before any safeguarding enquiries are closed SW need to make sure that the individual is aware off the risks and to encourage them to develop strategies to safeguard themselves (Wales safeguarding procedures, 2014).
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