‘An Analysis of Cicero’s Verrine Orations.’
Abstract:
To many, Cicero’s successful prosecution of Gaius Verres was the first major success in an oratory career that would go on to span over three decades. Whilst most scholarship on these legal monologues revolves around the young Cicero’s burgeoning prowess, instead I am focusing on these texts as a platform from which to interpret the complex political and socio-economic systems which existed in Sicily during the Late Republic. In specific I will be cross-examining the Ciceronian representation of the Lex Heironica compared with that discussed by the other ancient authors: Appian, Polybius and Livy. Key to my exploration will be the archaeological perspective on this ‘Ciceronian’ Sicily from Wilson coupled with Bell’s examination of the Verrines giving us “glimpses of the physical settings for some of the procedures of the Lex Heironica.”[footnoteRef:1]As such this research is primarily focused on providing a view of the state of affairs in Sicily by 70BCE.  [1:  M. Bell III, 2007. Pg.117] 

Draft Structure:
Introduction:
· Briefly assess the context and circumstances behind Cicero’s first speech in opposition to Verres.
· Assess the benefits and glaringly obvious drawbacks of using this exaggerative legal text as evidence when attempting to depict the state of affairs in Sicily c.70 BCE.
· Follow this with a discussion on the weaknesses on the main source for this case, Cicero’s Verrine Orations, importantly highlighting that prosecution was not as much of a spectacle as one may at first glance suspect[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Mitchell, 1986. Pg.12] 


Section 1: Sicily as a political unit with Rome by 70BCE
· Assess Cicero’s representation of Sicilian political life through mainly focusing on the first speech given against Verres and hence create a depiction of the political system on the island
· Show how in Roman Sicily that control of the grain supply was political power and the archaeological evidence behind this statement, paying particular attention to Bell’s work here as he shows the power of the Agora when in the wrong hands, for example Apronius’.
Section 2: Sicily as Rome’s bread basket
· Address how Sicily came under Roman influence how this system of grain tithes was created using the other ancient sources as evidence
· returning to Cicero’s depiction to explore how much damage Verres did to this system whilst in charge of the island.
Section 3: Other evidence surrounding the Lex Heironica:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]find some.
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