				Policing Terrorism: Assignment 1

Introduction:
This essay will be discussing what terrorism is and how it can differentiate depending on the point of view. As there are several of different definitions from a number of different people it is important to show how different they can be to efficiently come to a general understanding of how to define terrorism. In this essay there will be studies of well-known terrorist groups and how they do what they do and exactly how they do it in the evolving world. This essay will also include how different definitions of terrorism compare and contrast with the following statement:
“Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings” (Cooper, 2001)
Cooper’s statement on terrorism shows that fear is very important to terrorists and having control of the fear of others is essential to accomplishing their goals. Fear can make lots of people do things that they wouldn’t usually do and can control a person’s actions to an exceptional degree so given this fact, it is no mystery as to why groups of terrorism would like to expose that side of people and they do indeed see fear as a way of ‘maintaining control over other human beings’.
One definition of terrorism from a legislative point of view is that ‘Terrorism is an action or threat designed to influence the government or intimidate the public. Its purpose is to advance a political, religious or ideological cause’ (HM Government, 2022). What this means is that the sole reason as to why someone would commit an act of terrorism is to send the public through a cycle of unwanted emotions like fear and that’s what terrorists hope to get out of the actions. This links with Cooper’s quote very well as essentially, they tell a very similar definition just the wording of the definition is slightly variant. One difference between the two definitions is that with the legislative definition it makes reference to the government and is supposed to have an influence on them. 
Another definition comes from a general point of view as it is simply from the Collins dictionary and it states that ‘Terrorism is the use of violence, especially murder and bombing, in order to achieve political aims or to force a government to do something’ (Collins Dictionary, n.d.). What this definition means is that similarly to the HM Government’s definition of terrorism, it is on the side of politics and sees that again having an influence on the government is a factor which acts as a motive to terrorist groups. 
The next statement on terrorism is from an article but is still a statement and one’s opinion on the topic. ‘One man’s freedom fighter is another man’s terrorist’ (Kleinot, 2017). Now what the author of this essay understands from this statement is that this quote can work vice versa but nonetheless the statement shows that what some people see as a terrorist, other people may see them as the hero of their nation and as someone protecting their religion. In the author’s opinion the fact of the matter is that some terrorists commit the acts of terrorism regardless of their religion it is something that is morally wrong. They are more than aware that it is a crime but motives can have a lot of power over people like that. The main thing to take away from that is that at the end of the day they have committed acts that are extremely immoral and have no remorse of their acts later on and some people would still see them as freedom fighters protecting their cause. ‘Freedom fighters do not need to terrorize a population into submission’ (Reagan, 1986).
One final definition which is useful to discuss within this context is from Doctor Boaz Ganor. Dr Ganor had many thoughts and ideas relating to this topic and his definition is that terrorism is ‘a form of violent struggle in which violence is deliberately used against civilians in order to achieve political goals’ (Ganor, 2008). This definition has its similarities and differences with Cooper’s statement, one similarity between the two is that they both believe that terrorists do what they do to achieve political goals and maintaining control of people is unfortunately an efficient way to do that. One difference between the two is that Cooper believes it is all about terrorists spreading fear across those they hate most whereas with Ganor’s definition he seems to believe it is mostly about violence against those they hate most. 
Dr Ganor also stated from a separate source that “on the battlefield there is no need to ask questions. If someone shoots at you, you shoot back” (Ganor, 2013). Now what Ganor means by this is that it has no relevancy who the people are or what they’ve done but what he knows is that if someone is attacking or shooting you it should be instinct to shoot back regardless of who they are. How this links to terrorism is that not only was this statement from a counter terrorism measure video but that if a terrorist is shooting a soldier, the soldier takes his opportunity to take the terrorist down and not worry or ask questions before-hand, the priority is that the terrorist does not get away with the acts and can not repeat those actions again.
The Al Qaeda was a group who worked by an ideology. They are a group who have been known to be violent and ruthless towards Americans as they believed it was their duty to protect their faith by any means necessary including attacks against innocent civilians of different beliefs and faiths. They were originally a group targeting the Soviet Union but as the 1990s began they focused on the United States. The ideology around the Al Qaeda was based on Jihadism and as their ideology evolved, Muslims began to feel obliged to defend their faith in cruel ways. A part of their ideology includes ‘constantly seeking to reinvigorate the global jihad movement by exploiting the widespread suffering, resentment, and anger in the Muslim world’ (Gunaratna, 2005). 
The leader of the Al Qaeda terrorist group was originally a man named Osama Bin-Laden. Osama Bin-laden was the main man of the group and seen as the key blame as to the 9/11 attacks. He was seen as an idol to many and a monster to even more though also seen as ‘shy boy turned monster’ (Bartafi, 2021). From one perspective he was seen as the hero of the story and followers of the group would literally do anything it takes to fulfil their duty. Osama Bin-laden was the founder of Al Qaeda in 1988 and another name he gave the group was “the base”. He was known to be the man behind the chaos because ‘Under bin Laden’s direction, al Qaeda started launching attacks and bombings in various nations to further its violent aims’ (FBI, Gov, n.d.). Bin Laden was the man who decided to engage on the bigger target that being the USA. 
[bookmark: _Hlk117775347]The impact of terrorism that the Al Qaeda had on the USA was nothing but large as they spread fear and panic throughout as a result of the 9/11 attacks. The president at the time, George Bush issued a statement to the world that stated ‘You are either with us or against us’ (Bush, 2001). This also translates as there is no way out of this war regardless of who you are, and that every citizen in the USA was involved. Ever since the traumatic events of 9/11, not just Americans but a large portion of the world has been in fear of the Al Qaeda because of their dedication and extremism towards hurting innocent people. A large factor of how the 9/11 attacks happened were because of the internet. The way that Al Qaeda used the internet to coordinate their attacks against the world trade center was that the internet allowed them to conduct research to find information on how and when it was best to commence the attacks with things such as flight schedules and communications between the group. ‘Internet technology makes it easy for an individual to communicate with relative anonymity, quickly and effectively across borders, to an almost limitless audience’ (UNODC, 2012). The way that the acts of terrorism caused by Al Qaeda relate to the opening definition by Cooper is that as previously stated the actions of the group were to generate fear across America because of their ideology of protecting their faith and securing their duty to their people and religion. Because of the things fear can do to people, the acts and motives of Al Qaeda evidently spread fear and somewhat were seen as the superior because of their lack of morals. 
The truth is that technology in more ways than one has been shown to be extremely negative when linking how it was and still is used for terrorism purposes. To this day groups of terrorism use technology including the internet to induce fear and promote the groups acts of violent extremism, sometimes in the hopes of recruiting. As technology advances ways that terrorists communicate, and plan out future attacks has also advanced as the internet has been easier to use since 2001. How this connects with Al Qaeda specifically is that the group has used online magazines to encourage terrorism and reach out to potential group members. The most well-known magazine that was published by a terrorist group was ‘Al Qaeda’s notorious Inspire magazine’ (ADL, 2022).  
The Islamic state is a group of religion that commit acts of terrorism to better their religion and unleash their hatred on anyone who opposes them. The Islamic state were not always known as IS but they went by the Islamic state of Iraq and Syria or ISIS. They have been known as one of the biggest names in terrorism as a whole because of their cruel nature and extremist ways. Though in 2003 the Islamic State was formally known as Al Qaeda before becoming their own individual group and from that point they essentially went by their own beliefs and ideologies. Later on, when they rose to power, they only saw themselves as the true Muslims and that basically the rest of the world is below them. One thing that proves this is that the IS ‘claims religious authority over all Muslims’ (Rhoades, Mitch, n.d.). They took a hatred to those who were different from them and used their hatred to induce fear on those who opposed them. They also went by the logic that if you are not with them then you are against them, and they would resort to terrorism to oppose them. The death of Bin Laden in 2011 had a big impact on the groups way of operations as they intensified, and their ideas of attacks had to be more extreme to combat the United States. 
The original leader of the group was a man named Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, for his violent actions in the name of the Islamic state he became ‘one of the most wanted men in the world’ (Weaver, 2006). In 2006, the short life of Zarqawi came to an end when ‘United States military forces killed the terrorist al Zarqawi’ (Bush, 2006). After the death of Zarqawi a man named Abu Ayyub Al-Masri became the new leader of the Islamic State and one of his acts of power was to rename the IS to the ISI (Islamic State of Iraq). Then in 2010 after working with the ISI, ‘U.S. officials announced the deaths of Abu Ayyub al-Masri’ (CNN, 2010). A man named Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi took power and responsibility within the Islamic State of Iraq. As they rose to power, they decided to remove the name ISI and replace that with ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria). The ways that the acts of the Islamic State link with Cooper’s statement on Terrorism is that is a bit different to Al Qaeda because with the IS is that they commit those horrific acts of terrorism as a reason of anger and hatred towards those opposed. Fear is a factor that just comes along with their acts but that is not the factor they consider most useful, the reason for their acts is to simply punish those they hate. 
To conclude this essay, it is clear that there are many differences in opinions on terrorism, but it is also clear that it also depends on where the opinion is coming from. It is also evident that the two groups discussed contributes towards different definitions of the topic. The comparisons between the definitions and between the terrorist groups and Cooper’s statement have given the author a clear and better understanding of the topic that is terrorism.
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