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[bookmark: _Hlk209785850]Changes to London Campus Term Dates

As part of its ongoing commitment to enhancing the student experience, UWTSD is aligning its London and Birmingham Campuses’ academic calendar. The Term Alignment Project is designed to improve the delivery of academic and professional services across both campuses of the Institute of Inner-City Learning. 
This document outlines what this change means for you and addresses any questions you may have.

[bookmark: _Hlk209785892]STUDENT FAQs:

1. What is the term alignment about?
UWTSD is temporarily reducing the duration of its London Campus terms by one week per term from 17 weeks to 16 weeks between September 2026 and September 2027 returning to the normal 17-week term thereafter. This change will not affect your teaching or assessment periods.
2. Why is the University aligning the term dates across IICL campuses?
The term alignment project will enable UWTSD to enhance its academic and professional services to students, improving the student experience across modules and programmes, providing more opportunities for cross-campus activities.  
It is envisaged that operational processes across a wide range of staff teams will become more aligned, co-ordinated and joined-up because the 17-week term cycle will be scheduled identically across both campuses.



3. When will the new term dates take effect?
The first new term date will come into effect from September 2026, starting with a 1-week reduction of the term-break period at the end of the summer term.

4. Why are you telling me  about this now? 
We want to ensure that you have plenty of time to consider the changes and impact that this may have on you. By telling you about this now, UWTSD complies both with its own policies and those of our external regulators who require us to inform all affected students well in advance of any major modifications to programmes of study.

5. [bookmark: _Hlk199500054]Will this change affect my teaching schedule?
This will not affect your teaching or assessment periods. It will temporarily reduce the term break period between each term by one week. The term dates during this temporary period will be as follows: 
Academic Year 2025/26
Term 3: 08.06.2026 to 27.09.2026 (including a 4-week term break)

Academic Year 2026/27
Term 1: 28.09.2026 to 24.01.2027 (including a 5-week term break, plus 1 week closure)
Term 2: 25.01.2027 to 16.05.2027 (including a 4-week term break)
Term 3: 17.05.2027 to 05.09.2027 (including a 4-week term break)

6. How are you communicating these changes?
We’ve updated the UWTSD website to reflect the new term dates, and if you’ve received an offer, you’ll be notified directly about when these changes will come into effect. As an existing student, you’ll be reminded during re-enrolment and again during Welcome Week. To support you through this transition, we’ll be hosting a termly webinar where you can ask questions and get tailored guidance. You’ll also receive regular updates through student newsletters and other communication channels, ensuring you stay informed and feel supported every step of the way.

7. Will there be opportunities to provide  feedback?
Yes, you can feedback to your lecturers or within student webinars each term, or you can email London Comms with your feedback at Londoncomms@uwtsd.ac.uk

8. Will this affect my Student Finance?
This may reduce the total amount you receive temporarily if you are eligible to claim for student finance between June 2026 and September 2027. For more information and advice regarding Student Finance, please contact the London campus student finance team by emailing:  financelondon@uwtsd.ac.uk and you can also contact Student Finance England (SFE) directly on 0300 1000 607.

9. What support is available to help me adapt to the new schedule?
If you have any concerns, questions or feedback about the transition to the new schedule, please raise this with your course or programme manager in the first instance. A student webinar will be held each term where you can ask questions and/or seek further guidance. As a reminder, you can access wellbeing support by completing this form.
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