GENDER, SEX AND SEXUALITY: HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES (HPHP4014)

Creative Writing Session: 27.04.23
Read ‘The Missing Person’ by Jennifer Finney Boylan. 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Jennifer Finney Boylan is also the author of the best-selling memoir, She’s Not There: A Life in Two Genders. Is it the sex and / or gender of the writer relevant to our reading of their work?
2. In what ways can fiction be a useful tool for engaging in political debate?
3. What does the title of Boylan’s story, ‘The Missing Person’ suggest to you? 
4. Consider the opening paragaph of the story. How does the character address notions of sex and gender?
5. In what sense is the character “not really there?”
6. How do the parents of Lydia and Jimmy treat them differently and why?
7. How does the writer use the character of Li Fung in the story?
8. The story contains two extra-textual references. What is the significance of these texts to the main story?
9. Consider the following line from page 3 of the story: “I was fourteen years old, and it was the first time I had spoken my name out loud.” What does this statement suggest to you about Jenny’s concept of selfhood?
10.  What themes can you identify in the story and what is their significance?
11.  What can we learn about Jenny’s character from her encounter with Mark at the fairground?
12. How does this story speak to Eris Young’s observations on ‘Passing’ in Chapter 5 of They /Them /Their?
13.  How does your critical reading on sex and gender inform your reading of this short story?
