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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Should all Police Officers be armed with Taser and how will this affect public confidence in the police?
INTRODUCTION:
The routine arming of UK police officers with tasers has become a significant topic of debate, advocates arguing that it enhances officer safety and detracts violence, while opponents worry about increased use of force and potential damage for public trust. The UK’s policing model is built on the principle of “Policing by consent”, meaning that public confidence is fundamental to effective law enforcement. Any decision to allow all officers to carry a taser must consider not only officer protection but also public perception.

This writing will explore whether officers routinely carrying tasers will increase or decrease public confidence in the police service. The study is relevant due to the recent incidents highlighting concerns over excessive taser use, particularly among people of colour, as reported by the Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC). Government and policing bodies remain divided on the issue, making it a timely and necessary are of research.

Existing research is conflicting: some studies suggest that tasers deter violence and provide officers with a non-lethal tool, while others indicate that their increase could jeopardise trust, particularly in marginalised communities. This dissertation will build on existing research by gathering new data on public perception and officer perspectives 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
The aim of this study is to assess the impact of officers routinely carrying taser on public confidence in the police. The key objectives are:
1. To examine current UK policies on taser use and their application in policing.
2. To analyse statistical data on taser use and its impacts on public perception.
3. To assess public attitudes regarding the arming of police officers with tasers.
4. To explore police officers’ views on the benefits and risks of officers carrying tasers.
These objectives will guide my research in determining whether equipping all officers with taser aligns public perceptions and expectations with policing principles.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Existing research on tasers in policing is divided. Studies indicate that tasers can prevent injury to officers and suspects by providing a non-lethal tactical option. Officers equipped with tasers were less likely to resort to physical force (Sousa, W., Ready, J., Ault, 2010), however, concerns remained regarding overuse and disproportionate deployment, particularly against minority communities (Smith, 2019)

Key literature sources
Government reports: The Home Office (2021) provides official statistics on taser use, offering insight into trends and concerns
Watchdog and oversight bodies: The IOPC (2022) has raised concerns about the racial disparity about taser use, particularly against black individuals.
Policing Theories and Public trust :studies on “Policing By consent” (Jackson, J., Hough, M., Bradford, B., Hohl, K. and Kuha, J., 2012) provide a framework for analysing how wider taser deployment could impact trust.
International comparison: Research from the Unites States and Australia, where tasers are widely used, offers lessons on potential risks and benefits.

A void in the literature exists regarding the specific impacts of force wide taser roll out and its effect on public confidence, highlighting the need for further realistic study.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

Use of a range of research methods should be used to obtain a comprehensive understanding of whether officers should be armed with taser.

Quantitative Research: A public survey will measure attitudes towards tasers and trust in police. Those participating will be asked to answer written and multiple-choice questions on whether taser improve or undermine confidence in policing
Qualitative Research: semi-structured interviews and focus groups with police officers and community members will provide deeper insights into perceptions and concerns.
Case Studies: A review of police forces where tasers are routinely carried will offer comparative insights into their impact on public trust.
This combination of methods will allow for a balanced and evidence-based assessment of the issue.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

A goal-directed sampling strategy will be used to ensure diverse perspective:
1. Police Officers: Interviews with frontline officers and officers of rank will explore operational perspectives on taser carrying.
2. General Public: An online survey will allow the research to reach different demographics, including age, ethnicity, and location, ensuring a representative sample. 
This approach ensures a broad and representative culmination of data allowing vast and expansive perspectives from both professionals and the general public

	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Ethical considerations will be central to the research to ensure integrity and participant safety. Key concerns include:
Informed Consent: Participants will be fully aware of the studies purpose with the right to withdraw from said study at any time.
Confidentiality: anonymity will be ensured for survey respondents and interview participants to protect identity. 
Avoidance of harm: Sensitive topics such as racial disparities and police misconduct will be approached carefully to avoid distressing those participating
Researcher Bias: Efforts will be made to remain neutral, ensuring questions and analysis are balanced.

These ethical safeguards will ensure that the study is conducted responsibly and in compliance with academic guidelines 


	TIME SCALE:

The research will be conducted over approximately six months, structured as follows:
The literature review and collating and reviewing sources should take approximately one month.
The survey and interview design when developing research instruments and obtaining ethical approval should take approximately one month.
The data collection stage where I will be conducting surveys and completing interviews should take approximately two months.
The data analysis stage when evaluating survey results and qualitative responses should take approximately one month.
This structured timeline ensures efficient progression towards the research goals.
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