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Introduction

The aim of this reflective report is to look back on a handful of the coursework assignments that I completed last year and identify what I did well and what I did not so well. I will then highlight on specific aspects of my studies to where I can improve due to the experiences I faced last year. With this report identifying what I can improve on will then aid me to develop the skills in those relevant areas and applying them to my studies and coursework assignments in the future.


Analysis

In this section of my report I will look back at a couple pieces of coursework I completed last year and identify what I learned from each piece of work and areas where I can improve if I were to carry out the coursework again. 

Academic Writing Part B Coursework – Paraphrasing
In this piece of coursework, we were given a handful of different articles. We were given the task to choose article, to read it through, and then produce a paraphrased summary in our own words. We were required to include citations and reference the article we used using Harvard Referencing.

The feedback that I received was that my piece of work was ‘exceptional, detailed knowledge and understanding of the basic underlying concepts and principles’. The citations and references I included were correct. In addition, it was commented that my attempt of the paraphrased summary of the article was ‘very good’, however, some of my sentences could have been structured better. I was awarded a mark of 95%.
By completing this coursework, I learned the essential skills of paraphrasing. I learned how to summarise a large body of text and put it into my own words. As the feedback indicates, the summary was very good, however, there were a few instances where I needed to structure my sentences differently. This told me that I need to read over my work more thoroughly to counter this. With the exception of this, I am very proud of my attempt and can now use this in the future for a reference of good paraphrasing. Also, the citations and references I used were correct. With this being one of the first times I used citations and references, this coursework gave me a good foundation to use these skills during the year and are a good example to look back on as a reminder.     

Introduction to Automotive Engineering Coursework 2 – Technical Poster
For this coursework, we were given the task to produce two different technical posters about an aspect of engineering we enjoy. One on an aspect that we consider contributed to the industry in the past, and the other on an aspect that take a big part of engineering in the future of the automotive industry. For this report, I will look at the feedback from the historical technical poster, which I did on the Internal Combustion Engine.

The feedback stated that my ‘work is coherent, very fluent and is presented professionally’. It said that I used a very good range of sources and that these were well embedded in the poster. I used a reasonable level of technical knowledge. I mentioned that the performance and efficiency was improved but not how this was accomplished. My presentation was good, I referred to figures and analysed the future of the area. However, technical posters should be written in third person which I failed to do. I received a mark of 83%.
This coursework was the first time I had attempted a technical poster. I was pleased with the mark I acquired and believe this is a good example for to use in the future. To complete this task, I used skills that I had acquired previously in the year. Such as, citations and references. Also, my skills I had developed in the paraphrasing coursework came in very handy for this poster. This was because I sourced a large amount of information and then was required to put this in my own words and summarise this down as technical poster should only include the key information needed and not just be large block of text. However, the poster should be written in third person. Although this is an easy aspect to rectify, I need practise to write bodies of text in the third person in future coursework. In this coursework, it gave me the opportunity to learn about the more in depth history of the internal combustion engine. An aspect of the automotive industry I am very interested in. I am confident, with taking on this feedback, if I were to create this poster again I can achieve a higher mark by writing it in the third person and including more in depth knowledge of the area.
Simple Harmonic Motion Experiment Report
For this coursework, we were required to produce a technical report on an experiment I carried out on simple harmonic motion. I needed to include an introduction, showing some background research and knowledge on the theory, my experiment method, my raw results from the experiment, analysis of these results, a conclusion and evaluation, and some evidence of further research of ways I could improve the experiment. 

First piece of feedback was that I needed to include a contents page and number my chapters. These are both required in a technical report and are both down to lack of experience of writing reports. Other feedback included parts of text where I needed to include a citation, and better references needed when researching the subject. Also, in my conclusion, I should have research other scientists who have done the experiment and compare their findings to my results to give my work credibility. My mark was 77%.

With carrying out this experiment and writing the report, it gave me some essential knowledge on a key engineering theory. With it being my first full completed technical report, it gave me experience needed to for the future and an aid to look back on to see where I can improve when writing reports in the future. Such as, including a contents page and numbering chapters. If I were to do this coursework again, I would carry out more in depth research on the theory, including, other scientists’ findings on the same experiment and involving these in the report.

 

Conclusion

[bookmark: _GoBack]The foundation year showed that I have a good understanding on citations, referencing and paraphrasing. All of which are essential for writing technical reports. I showed how in this report that skills transferred from one piece of coursework to another, indicating that I have developed these skills well. Therefore, my foundation of writing a report is in a good position. A weakness that I identified in my work last year is the tendency to not put enough research time into each part of coursework. Therefore, I need to spend more time on each report. For example, if I carried out more research on the technical reports coursework, I would have a better knowledge of the areas I was refereeing to and I would have known to write them in third person. For my technical report on the experiment, if I spent more time researching I could have found another person’s work on the theory and included their findings to give my report credibility. 

Writing this reflective report has highlighted areas where I excel and where I can improve. It has indicated to me that ultimately, I need to spend more time on reports to acquire better grades. It has motivated me to do so from now for the next 3 years of my course.   
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