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Book Biography

A. Bibliographical Description

1. Class/Shelf Mark
ODS 2738

2. Title
[Within a border of plain ornament] TWO SERMONS | Preached at | Two Publick Allizes | For the County of | SUFFOLK | In the Sheriffalty | Of Will. Soame of Hawleigh | In Suffolk Eʃq;/ | [rule] | By Will. Smyth D.D. Pr. Nor. | and Vic. of Mendleʃham in | Suffolk. | [rule] | LONDON, | Printed by Andr. Clark for Walter Ket- | tilby at the Biʃhops-head in St. Pauls | Church-yard. 1674

3. Colophon
None Found

4. The Format
Octavo (8° or 8vo)

5. Collation/Registration
2 Blank, A-G4, H2, 2 Blank

6. Pagination
Dedicatory, 1-108

7. Illustrations
None Found

B. The Physicality of the Book

1. Physical Size
95mm by 150mm

2. Material
Full Binding, Calfskin with Speckled Pattern

3. Decoration
Gilt Tooled Double Line Fillet

4. Edges
Plain

5. Flyleaves and Pastedowns
Plain

6. Printed or Manuscript Waste
None

7. Condition
Spine is split down the right-hand side, with portions of leather missing (see Appendix 1, Fig 1). Cover is scuffed with some of the gold faded from the double fillet (see Appendix 1, Fig.2). The corners of the cover are bumped and have become slightly rounded. The interior of the book, however is in excellent condition with no damage or missing pages. The endbands and binding are still intact, only the leather covering has sustained damage.

C. Evidence of Book’s Ownership and Provenance

1. On the Binding
None Found

2. Bookplates (see Appendix 1, Fig. 3)
Charles Cornwallis, First Marquess Cornwallis (see below) date unknown
David E. Davy (see below) date unknown

3. Signatures (see Appendix 1, Fig. 3)
J. Wilson (no biographical information found) January 1874
M. H. Umbers (no biographical information found) date unknown

4. Inscriptions, Marginalia, Doodles
Price of 2s 6d handwritten inside front cover, dated 1814.
Long handwritten passage preceding title page detailing biography of sermons’ speaker, Will Smyth (see Appendix 1, fig. 4). Author and date unknown
The book was written for Will Soame (see below), and a preface to him was written preceding the sermons.

D. Biography of Owners

1. Sir William Soame
Sir William Soame was the sheriff of Suffolk during the reign of King Charles II,[footnoteRef:1] and was  Baronet in February 1684[footnoteRef:2]. Soame was married twice, first to Lady Beata Pope, daughter of the Earl of Down in Ireland[footnoteRef:3], and secondly to Lady Mary Howe of Gloucester.[footnoteRef:4] He was the ambassador to Turkey,[footnoteRef:5] and died in Malta at the embassy “without issue”.[footnoteRef:6] Sir William died without any sons, and so his estate was bequeathed to his Uncle Bartholomew.[footnoteRef:7] His Baronetcy passed to his nephew, Peter of Heydon, as his nearest kinsman.[footnoteRef:8] [1:  Burke and Burke 1841: 407]  [2:  Burke and Burke 1841: 407]  [3:  Burke and Burke 1841: 407]  [4:  Burke and Burke 1841: 407]  [5:  Burke and Burke 1841: 407]  [6:  Burke and Burke 1841: 407]  [7:  Burke and Burke 1841: 407]  [8:  Burke and Burke 1841: 407] 


2. Charles Cornwallis (1738-1805)
Charles Cornwallis was the eldest son of Earl Charles Cornwallis.[footnoteRef:9] As a young man, Cornwallis participated in several military campaigns, earning the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel.[footnoteRef:10] Politically, Cornwallis aligned himself with the Rockingham Whigs,[footnoteRef:11] subsequently becoming an aide-de-camp to the king,[footnoteRef:12] and a Colonel of the 33rd Foot Infantry.[footnoteRef:13] Cornwallis withdrew from active politics following his marriage to Jemima Tulikens.[footnoteRef:14] They had two children, Charles and Mary, before Jemima’s death in 1779.[footnoteRef:15] [9:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [10:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [11:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [12:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [13:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [14:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [15:  Bayly and Prior 2011] 


Cornwallis was promoted to Major-General in 1775, when hostilities broke out in America.[footnoteRef:16] Cornwallis was described as “displaying a rare humanity in his attention to [his troops’] interests and sufferings”,[footnoteRef:17] which led him to have one of the most loyal forces under British command.[footnoteRef:18] In 1786 Cornwallis was appointed the first Governor-General of India under William Pitt’s East India Act.[footnoteRef:19] During his service, Cornwallis defeated the Tipu Sultan of Mysore, who was considered a serious threat to British rule.[footnoteRef:20] [16:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [17:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [18:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [19:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [20:  Bayly and Prior 2011] 


In 1798, civil unrest broke out in Ireland,[footnoteRef:21] and so Cornwallis, with his extensive experience of command, was sent to resolve it.[footnoteRef:22] Eventually, a peace was reached, with the promise of Catholic emancipation, however Cornwallis had underestimated anti-Catholic sentiment in the Cabinet, and they went back on their promises.[footnoteRef:23] Disillusioned with his government, Cornwallis resigned in 1801.[footnoteRef:24] [21:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [22:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [23:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [24:  Bayly and Prior 2011] 


Cornwallis was called upon several months later to negotiate peace with Napoleon Bonaparte.[footnoteRef:25] Following this, Cornwallis was sent back to resolve unrest in India.[footnoteRef:26] Unfortunately, he did not live to see peace restored, as he fell ill and died after only two months in India in 1805.[footnoteRef:27] He was buried outside Ghazipur, where a monument was erected to his memory.[footnoteRef:28] [25:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [26:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [27:  Bayly and Prior 2011]  [28:  Bayly and Prior 2011] 


3. David E. Davy (1769-1851)
David E. Davy was born in Rumburgh, Suffolk.[footnoteRef:29] His uncle, Eleazar Davy, High Sheriff of Suffolk, had no sons, and educated Davy to be his heir.[footnoteRef:30] Graduating from Pembroke College, Cambridge in 1790,[footnoteRef:31] Davy was ordained as a deacon in 1792.[footnoteRef:32] Davy left his clerical duties in 1795 when he became “receiver-general of transferred duties for East Suffolk”.[footnoteRef:33] In 1803, Eleazar died, and Davy was required to take out a loan from Gurney’s Bank to cover his uncle’s debts.[footnoteRef:34] Davy’s duties included command of the Blything Hundred Volunteers,[footnoteRef:35] with Henry Jermyn as his Second in Command.[footnoteRef:36] [29:  Blatchly 2004]  [30:  Blatchly 2004]  [31:  Blatchly 2004]  [32:  Blatchly 2004]  [33:  Blatchly 2004]  [34:  Blatchly 2004]  [35:  Blatchly 2004]  [36:  Blatchly 2004] 


In 1805 Davy and Jermyn started collecting materials for a history of Suffolk.[footnoteRef:37] They amassed a great deal of information, intent on publication, but this was not achieved due to Jermyn’s death in 1820.[footnoteRef:38] Davy struggled with mounting debts, and as a result was unable to retain his uncle’s estate, retiring to Ufford.[footnoteRef:39] Davy did not lose his desire for historical information however, and at this point became a collector of antiquities, attaining 131 manuscript volumes.[footnoteRef:40] Davy was also the anonymous author of several works about Suffolk,[footnoteRef:41] as well as writing 35 articles for “Gentleman’s Magazine” under the pseudonym D.A.Y.[footnoteRef:42] Davy died on August 15th 1851 in Ufford,[footnoteRef:43] and was buried in Yoxford. Davy’s sister Lucy sold his collection to the British Museum for £200.[footnoteRef:44]
 [37:  Blatchly 2004]  [38:  Blatchly 2004]  [39:  Blatchly 2004]  [40:  Blatchly 2004]  [41:  Blatchly 2004]  [42:  Blatchly 2004]  [43:  Blatchly 2004]  [44:  Blatchly 2004] 

Appendix 1
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Figure 1 - Spine of ODS 2738. © Vikki Hare. 25 March 2018. Lampeter
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Figure 2 - Cover of ODS 2738. © Vikki Hare. 25 March 2018. Lampeter
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Figure 3 - Bookplates and Signatures of Ownership. © Vikki Hare. 25 March 2018. Lampeter
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Figure 4 - Handwritten Biography of Will Smyth. © Vikki Hare. 25 March 2018. Lampeter


Reference List
Archive Sources
•Roderic Bowen Library and Archives: University Archives
•ODS 2738 – Two Sermons Preached at Two Publick Assizes for the County of Suffolk

Websites
•Blatchly, J.M. ‘David Elisha Davy (1769-1851)’ 2004. Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-7310?rskey=kZazeJ&result=64 [Accessed 25th March 2018]
•Bayly, C.A. and Prior, K. ‘Cornwallis, Charles, first Marquess Cornwallis (1738–1805)’ 2011. Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-6338 [Accessed 25th March 2018]

Literary Sources
•Burke, J. and Burke, B. 1841. A Genealogical and Heraldic History of the Extinct and Dormant Baronetcies of England. London: Scott, Webster and Geary
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