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Following discovery in September 1991 Ötzi (c3000bc preserved corpse) and some artifacts were haphazardly collected without being recorded. Archeologists removed non icebound artifacts in October, not returning for ten months, only then was a detailed finds plan created. Vanzetti et al plotted the artifact locations and hypothesize that the finds scatter pattern indicates Ötzi and artifacts were initially placed on a natural platform above the find site, dispersion occurring as a result of freeze and thaw cycles. 
The main distribution sites form a precise ‘zone of origin’ (Vanzetti et al (2010) P 687) on the platform. 
The study hypothesizes a ceremonial burial based on the seasonal disparities between Ötzi’s gut contents (spring) and botanical evidence at the location (late summer/early autumn) indicating Ötzi had been stored and later relocated. 
Vanzetti et al further hypothesize that the recovered unfinished weapons have no practical use for a hunter and the grass mat was used at sites in the Copper Age to celebrate ancestors. 
Vanzetti et al conclude from the Spatial Point Pattern Analysis of Ötzi’s remains and the artifacts recovered that the artifacts represent grave goods within a natural depression and that the location reflects ‘not a casual tragedy but a mortuary statement of its day’ (Vanzetti et al (2010) P 681)
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